
WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTÉ

TWENTY-FIFTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

DRAFT SIXTH RETORT OF COMMITTEE В
INDEXED

During its ninth and tenth meetings held on 22 May 1972 Committee В decided to recommend 
to the Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly the adoption of the attached resolutions relating 
to the following agenda-item:

3.16 - Coordination with other Organizations of the United Nations System

Four resolutions have been adopted on this item;

- General Matters

- Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples

- Method of work of the World Health Assembly

- Continuation of the Joint Inspection Unit 

3.13 - Community water supply

A resolution has also been adopted on the following subject:

- Twenty-fifth anniversary of the World Health Organization
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COORDINATION WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS
OF THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM

General Matters 

The Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Director-General on coordination with other 
organizations of the United Nations system: General matters,1

2Noting the action taken by the Executive Board at its forty-ninth session,

1. NOTES with satisfaction the report and the steps taken by the Director-General to continue 
his cooperation with the other organizations of the United Nations system on the relevant 
decisions of the Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly;

2. SUPPORTS the action taken by the Director-General pursuant to WHA24.52 to ensure 
cooperation and coordination with the United Nations Development Programme in country 
programming;

3. EMPHASIZES the importance of the role of WHO in assisting national health authorities in 
identifying the health aspects within country programmes and calls attention to the part to 
be played by the WHO Representatives;

4. STRESSES again the importance of ensuring adequate health planning by national health 
administrations and of establishing a continuing dialogue with the organs responsible for 
overall national socio-economic development planning and decision making;

5. WELCOMES the action taken by the Director-General: (a) to collaborate with other members 
of the United Nations system in the implementation of the International Development Strategy 
for the Second United Nations Development Decade, in pursuance of resolution WHA24.49 and the 
relevant resolutions of the United Nations General Assembly; (b) to cooperate through the 
Administrative Committee on Coordination and the Economic and Social Council in arrangements 
for the first biennial review of the progress during the Decade; and (c) to develop and 
refine targets and indicators required for evaluation in the field of health in the mid-term 
appraisal of the Decade.

1 A25/33.
2 Official Records No. 198, p. 29, resolution EB49.R44.



COORDINATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM

Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting 
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples

The Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Director-General on the Implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples;1

Noting that the Executive Board concurred in the Director-General's recommendations inоhis report to the Board and requested him to pursue his consultations;

Having been informed of the steps taken by the Director-General in response to the 
Board's request,

TAKES NOTE of the report and the additional information thereon provided to the Health 
Assembly.

1 A25/33 Add.1.
2 Official Records No. 198, p. 30, resolution EB49.R45.



COORDINATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM
e

Method of work of the World Health Assembly

The Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly,
1 2 3 4 5Recalling resolutions WHA20.2, WHA20.3, WHA23.1, WHA24.3, and WHA24.4;

Having considered the report of the Director-General on the method of work of the World 
Health Assembly;

Considering that the feasibility of improving the efficiency of the method of work of 
the World Health Assembly is under continuing study by the Director-General;

1. EXPRESSES the hope that delegations will increasingly adhere to the arrangements for the 
conduct of the general discussions in plenary meetings on the reports of the Executive Board 
and the Annual Report of the Director-General as set forth in operative paragraph 1 of 
resolution WHA20.2;1

2. REITERATES the appeal made to speakers to limit the length of their interventions in 
main committees;

3. NOTES with satisfaction the changes so far introduced by the Director-General to improve 
and rationalize the documentation of the Health Assembly; and

4. REQUESTS the Director-General to continue studying measures for further rationalizing 
and improving the efficiency of the proceedings of the World Health Assembly and to report 
on the subject to the Executive Board as appropriate.

1 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 11th ed., p. 263.
2 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 11th ed., p. 261.
3 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 11th ed., p. 259.
4 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. No. 193, p. 1.
5 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. No. 193, p. 2.
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COORDINATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM 

Continuation of the Joint Inspection Unit 

The Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly,

Recalling Part II of resolution WHA20.22 by which it was decided that the World Health 
Organization should participate in the Joint Inspection Unit and resolution WHA24.53 extending 
the Organization's participation on the existing experimental basis for a further period of 
two years beyond 31 December 1971,

Mindful that the United Nations General Assembly in paragraph 3 of resolution 2735A (XXV) 
decided to review the question of the Joint Inspection Unit at its twenty-seventh session 
taking into account, inter alia, the views of the governing bodies of the specialized agencies 
concerned, and

Having considered the report by the Director-General and the views expressed by the 
Executive Board1 on the subject,

1. EXPRESSES its appreciation of the work done by the Joint Inspection Unit;

2. BELIEVES that, in the light of experience gained, changes should be introduced in the 
terms of reference of the Joint Inspection Unit in order to place greater emphasis on the 
advice that the Unit could provide with a view to achieving better rationalization, improved 
management and greater uniformity in the work of the United Nations system;

3. FURTHER BELIEVES that changes are also desirable in regard to the internal arrangements 
of the Joint Inspection Unit;

4. CONSIDERS that with the amended terms of reference the Joint Inspection Unit should again 
be continued on an experimental basis; and

5. REQUESTS the Director-General to transmit this resolution to the United Nations in 
compliance with resolution 2735A (XXV) of the General Assembly.

1 Official Records No. 198, p. 28, resolution EB49.R40.
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COMMUNITY WATER SUPPLY ■ ? очи ..

The Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Director-General on the community water supply 
programme ;1

Noting that the report provides new information on the status of community water supplies 
and the progress achieved in 90 developing countries; ■

Conscious that the problem of community water supplies is inextricably linked with the 
problem of waste water disposal;

Recognizing the need to accelerate the rate of progress in view of the continuing high 
prevalence of water-borne diseases,

1. ENDORSES the revised global targets proposed by the Director-General for community water 
supplies in the developing countries to be attained in the United Nations Second Development 
Decade ;

2. DRAWS ATTENTION to the special needs of the rural sector;

3. RECOMMENDS that Member States:

(i) adopt specific national targets for the United Nations Second Development Decade 
for both urban and rural water supplies;

(ii) institute the systematic collection of information relating to community water 
supplies ;

(iii) establish the appropriate policies and infrastructure and allocate the financial 
and manpower resources necessary to achieve these targets;

(iv) take such steps as would lead to increased allocation of resources to rural water 
supplies;

(v) provide for the effective surveillance of drinking-water quality, by competent 
health authorities and for their association with the other tasks in this field, 
including planning, set out in resolution WHA21.36;

(vi) give priority to the collection and disposal of waste water, in satisfactory 
hygienic conditions, whenever community water supply programmes are instituted;

4. REQUESTS the Director-General to continue to accord high priority to technical assistance 
to Member States in achieving the targets proposed for the United Nations Second Development 
Decade, and to:

(i) prepare guidelines, manuals and codes of practice on the planning, design and 
management of community water supply and sanitation services, with emphasis on the public 
health aspects and particular attention to rural areas;

(ii) intensify the research and development efforts of the Organization in the light 
of the needs and possibilities of developing countries;



(iii) continue cooperation with other international and bilateral bodies, including 
UNICEF, UNDP, IBRD and the regional development banks, with a view to increasing 
assistance to national community water supply and waste-water disposal programmes, 
particularly in the areas of greatest need, and helping governments to make effective 
use of such assistance;

(iv) give consideration to the related problem of waste-water disposal,

(v) keep the progress made under periodic review; and

(vi) furnish the World Health Assembly with a mid-decade progress report covering both 
community water supply and waste-water disposal.
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TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

The Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly,

Noting that in 1973 twenty-five years will have elapsed since the foundation of the 
World Health Organization;

Convinced that the celebration of the twenty-fifth anniversary provides an opportunity 
for making the objectives and work of the Organization better known;

Appreciating the suggestions of the Director-General to mark that anniversary in such a 
way as not to entail additional expenditure for WHO,

1. DECIDES that the twenty-fifth anniversary be commemorated as outlined by the Director- 
General;

2. EXPRESSES the desire that the United Nations and other specialized agencies, the inter
governmental and non-governmental organizations in official relations with WHO will contribute 
to the marking of the anniversary;

3. EXPRESSES the hope that Members will celebrate the event in their own countries; and

4. REQUESTS the Director-General to present detailed proposals to the Executive Board at 
its fiftieth session.


