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WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION

EB49/NGO/3

ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE L
EXECUTIVE BOARD

RESTRICTED

Forty-ninth Session

QUESTIONNAIRE ON NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
REQUESTING OFFICIAL RELATIONS WITH WHO!
Name of organization
International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN)
Union internationale pour la Conservation de la Nature et de ses Ressources.
2.

Address of headquarters and telephone
1110 Morges (Vaud) Switzerland.

3•

Addresses of all branch or regional headquarters

IUCN has no regional headquarters.
However, it considers that the six Chairmen of its
Commissions are official IUCN representatives since they are closely linked with the action
programmes directed from headquarters.
This also applies to the Chairmen of the Working
Groups of Experts that are formed within the different Commissions.
IUCN also operates what may be considered a branch in Bonn, Federal Republic of Germany,
where one of its officers, Dr Françoise Burhenne-Guilmin, has been assigned so as to be in
close contact with the Chairman of the Committee on Environmental Law of the Commission on
Environmental Policy, Law and Administration.
This office is directly involved in compiling
all types of legislation and policies connected with environmental matters for a computerized
service on worldwide environmental legislation.
The office is located at Adenauerallee 214,
Bonn, Federal Republic of Germany.
4•

Membership
(a) Total number of persons.
IUCN has no memberships that include individual persons.
However, it has created
a group of "Supporters of IUCN", that numbers approximately 1000 at the present time,
who receive a copy of the IUCN Yearbook and the quarterly Bulletins of the Union.
They
have no voting privileges.
(b) Do these persons pay directly or are the subscriptions paid by affiliated
organizations?
The

Supporters of IUCN' pay directly to the Union.

As provided by the applicant on 24 March 1971.
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(с)

List affiliated organizations, giving their country.
IUCN has the following four types of memberships

(i)

State Members of which there are 29;

i.e

Belgium
Cambodia
Canada
Chad
Congo (Dem. Rep, of)
Dahomey
Denmark
Ecuador
Ethiopia
Finland
Federal Republic of Germany
Greece
India
Italy
Ivory Coast

Kenya
Laos
Luxembourg
Madagascar
Malaysia
Morocco
Netherlands
Senegal
Sudan
Switzerland
Thailand
United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland
Vietnam (Rep. of)
Zambia

(ii) Governmental organizations, i.e. official organizations that are part of the
government of a given country, which vote with State Members in General Assemblies.
Government organizations can only vote if the government itself is not a State Member.
There are 74 governmental organizations.
(iii)

International Members of which there are nine,

(iv) Non-governmental national organizations, which are the most numerous.
152 organizations from 42 countries in this category.

There are

The Statutes of IUCN stipulate that decisions taken at the General Assemblies are
based on votes by the above membership.
In the voting, decisions are taken by majority
votes through a bicameral procedure, i.e. governmental and non-government al votes being
counted separately•
(d) Note various types of membership, such as associate members, with numbers and pertinent
facts.
Covered in 4 (a), (b) and (c) above.
5.

General purposes of the organization

IUCN's main purpose is to promote or support action that will ensure the conservation of
nature and natural resources on a worldwide basis, not only for their intrinsic cultural or
scientific values but also for the long-term economic and social welfare of mankind.
The
Union considers that conservation is best defined as the rational management of earth's
resources to achieve the highest sustainable quality of living for mankind.
IUCN has often used the terminology that it is concerned with "the health of the environment . M
It considers that such health directly affects human health both physical and mental.
It, therefore, aims at a dynamic and healthy balance between man and his environment,
particularly by promoting any action that will insure diversity and choice of options for
mankind.
To further its objectives, the Union takes the following actions:
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Provides a continuing review and assessment of world environmental problems；
Formulates and promulgates statements of policy on topics of importance for the conservation of nature and natural resources based on the best scientific evidence；
Promotes research and new techniques relating to the conservation of nature and natural
resources；
Provides advice to governments and organizations concerning the conservation of nature
and natural resources； and
Recommends and promotes international and national policies of conservation and assists
in their execution by providing advice and mounting co-operative programmes with other
international agencies.
6.

Functions
(a)

Primary functions

IUCN1 s main field of activity lies in conserving the soil, water, air, plants and
animals, and other natural wealth which constitute the earth's basic assets; dealing
with threats to the quality of the natural environment, including wild lands and living
resources, and proposing methods by which such problems may best be resolved; and
promoting action and educational measures to advance the quality of human environment.
These activities include matters affecting disturbances to the environment including
air and water pollution, wildlife-human interactions, threatened and depleting species,
stability of ecosystems, quality of life and environmental health.
With the encroachment of unregulated development upon the natural scene, the Union regards as of particular
importance the need for ecological principles to be applied to all land-use planning.
(b)

Secondary functions

Through its non-governmental status and with its scientific competence involving
over 400 outstanding scientists in the general field of conservation, IUCN exercises the
following functions：
(i) It acts as the scientific advisor for the World Wildlife Fund, an independent fund
raising organization that promotes the conservation of wilderness areas and the survival
of threatened species of animals and plants as well as general environment al matters.
IUCN advises on priorities for action programmes and helps in the outlining of a general
strategy for action.
(ii) IUCN enters into direct communication with concerned institutions or governments in
different countries of the world whenever such interventions further its conservation
objectives.
(iii) IUCN assists the United Nations system in various fields, particularly in promoting
proper requests for UNDP assistance, acting as a contracting partner in the execution of
several tasks, and providing general consultative services.
(a)

Does the organization advocate any special health measures or procedures?

IUCN is particularly concerned in the mental and social welfare of mankind whenever
this is directly connected with the necessary dynamic balance between man and his environment .
Through its concern with the environment and particularly with pollutants and
other environmental hazards, IUCN is involved with factors that may lead to the deterioration of physical health, such as the accumulation of toxic substances in food chains
ultimately leading to man, and animal reservoirs for diseases and their vectors.
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(b)

Has the organization any special reservations as to treatment or health procedures?
No.

8•

Can officially designated representatives speak authoritatively for the membership on
matters concerned with the stated purposes of the organization?

Officially designated representatives can speak authoritatively for the membership on all
subjects of direct concern to the objectives and activities of IUCN.
9.

Specific interest with reference to the work of the World Health Organization

IUCN is concerned with all matters affecting the health of the environment (and disturbances
thereof) including air and water pollution, wildlife-human interactions, threatened and depleting
species, stability of ecosystems, and generally speaking, the quality of life.
A direct
relationship with the work of the World Health Organization can be found in the following
examples :
(a) The monitoring of species and habitats that affect the human health, such as those
on top of food chains that are themselves used as food by man, as well as those that
reflect environmental disturbances that in turn affect man's health.
(b) The monitoring of species of animals that are of particular importance to man in
relation with different health programmes such as primates used for pharmaceutical purposes
or for pets (again affecting human health), as well as other animals which fall in similar
categories.
(c) The monitoring of animals that act as natural predators to other animals that are
dangerous to human health such as the different cats that control different types of
rodents that carry diseases.
Also included is the monitoring of wild animals that are
vectors of human diseases.
(d) The preparation of ecological principles to be used by planners that would include
considerations regarding human health whenever large "economic development" schemes are
being planned.
Typical of those cases are the proper inclusion of ecological considerations in building of dams, in the planning of industries and disposal of wastes, and the
use of pesticides.
(e) Improvement of physical health through action projects promoting environmental health
such as the proper management of areas (e.g. national parks) that are vital to human
welfare, landscape planning, including urban development, reduction of noise pollution,
preservation of diversity and other environmental factors.
10.

Officers

The following officers and members of the Executive Board serve without salary：
President : Mr Harold J. Coolidge, United States of America, Vice Presidents: Professor
I. McT. Cowan, Canada; Sir Frank Fraser Darling, United Kingdom; Mr. Zafar Futehally, India;
Dr С. Jouanin, France； Professor M. F. Môrzer Bruyns, Netherlands,
Members of Board:
Mr B. N. Bogdanov, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics； Ing. Agr. I. N. Costantino, Argentina;
Mr B. Dioum, Senegal； Professor U. Hafsten, Norway； Professor V. A. Kovda, USSR;
Dr A. Medwecka-Kornas, Poland; Dr P. Nogueira-Neto, Brazil； Dr M. E. D. Poore, UK;
Mr Olivier Reverdin, Switzerland; Dr Lee M. Talbot, USA; Mr Russell E. Train, USA; and
Dr J. A. Valverde Gomez, Spain.
Principal administrative officials who serve with salary: Dr Gerardo Budowski,
Director General； Mr Frank G. Nicholls, Deputy Director General； Dr Raymond F. Dasmann,
Senior Ecologist； Mrs K. M. I. Williams, Finance Officer.
In addition, the Secretariat has
seven scientific staff members, four auxiliary and 13 supporting staff members.
See Appendix I
for listing.
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It should be mentioned that IUCN is undergoing a complete re-organization.
Since April
1970, the Secretariat is being staffed by a group of professional ecologists, a number of whom
have had long experience in the United Nations system (particularly FAO, UNESCO and UNIDO).
It is envisaged that IUCN will move its headquarters to the Geneva area where at the time
this information is written (March 1971) negotiations are underway to acquire a piece of land
to build a functional headquarters, thanks to a grant received specifically for that purpose.
It is expected that the new headquarters will be operational in 1972 or 1973.
11•

Structure
(a)

Policy-making bodies.

The programme of the IUCN is approved by its General Assembly (meets every three years)
which is composed of the accredited delegates of members of the Union, and it is carried
out by the Secretariat along the guidelines and instructions regarding policies and
priorities which are provided by the Executive Board.
(b)

Frequency of meetings.

The General Assembly meets every three years； the last Assembly was held in November
1969.
The Executive Board meets annually； the last meeting was in November 1970.
(c) Voting procedure.
The voting procedure is outlined in Article IV, C, of the Statutes"'".
(d) Affiliation with other organizations.
IUCN enjoys the support of and consultative status with the Economic and Social
Council of the United Nations and several United Nations agencies, namely UNESCO, FAO
and WMO; also with the Council of Europe, Organization of African Unity, and the
Organization of American States.
IUCN has special working links with the International Biological Programme,
International Youth Federation for Conservation, International Council for Bird
Preservation, and the World Wildlife Fund.
12•

Finances
Following is the 1971 budget:
Personnel
Accommodation
Administrative Expenses
Travel
Library
Publication Expenses
Meetings
Furniture and Equipment

$426
20
40
30
5
25
15
15

Total

$576 300

—Held by the Secretariat.

300
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
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While all funds for the current budget are not yet on hand, IUCN expects to meet this
budget from the following sources: Membership fees and subscriptions, subventions from UNESCO
and World Wildlife Fund, grant from the Ford Foundation, sale of publications, and special
grants and contributions.
Approximately $60 000 will be received in membership fees and
subscriptions.
In addition, IUCN is considered as the scientific advisor regarding action projects that
nre administered by the World Wildlife Fund and that are worldwide in scope.
The total amount
of money involved in these projects and for which the advice of IUCN is a fundamental requisite
in getting them operational, can be estimated at about two million dollars depending on the
funds that have been raised during a given year.
13.

History

In 1948, following an international conference at Fontainebleau, sponsored by UNESCO and
the Government of France, "The International Union for Protection of Nature" was founded as an
independent international body with membership comprising states irrespective of their political
and social systems, government departments and private institutions as well as international
organizations.
In 1956 at the UnionT s General Assembly in Edinburgh, the present name "International
Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources" was adopted to reflect new concepts
of conservation and concern with natural resources as a whole•
The Union now has 29 state members and 235 member organizations from 61 nations.
Its
Secretariat, headquartered at Morges, Switzerland, centralizes the activities described in
this application.
14•

Activities

To meet the growing challenge of world conservation a significantly expanded and
strengthened programme was approved by the last General Assembly and the staff has been
enlarged to handle the increased workload.
The programme aims to meet the present changing
attitudes and actions regarding conservation throughout the world.
It covers aspects where
IUCN expects to create a much greater impact than has been achieved so far.
It aims to
strengthen existing operations, particularly publications, meetings and advice to governmental
and non-governmental institutions, by building a more solid framework of activities relating
to current trends, and presents a major shift in emphasis in planning and mechanisms of action.
For implementation during 1971, IUCN has developed a series of programmes or strengthening
of programmes in an attempt to develop or co-ordinate activities in a wide range of areas of
environmental concern.
These have been formulated as projects through the action of the
Commissions and Secretariat.
Commission members will provide continuing advice, review the
actions taken, and in some cases Commission members will participate in the execution of certain
projects.
15.

Publications

Annual reports are issued each year; quarterly IUCN Bulletin; Proceedings of General
Assemblies and Technical Meetings issued after each Assembly; and a series of Supplementary
Papers on special meetings and projects.
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16•

Document at i on
The following documentation has been provided to WHO：
List of members of IUCN Executive Board, Commissions, and Secretariat.
IUCN Membership List.
IUCN Statutes
Financial Statements for 1967, 1968 and 1969.
This is IUCN pamphlet in four languages (English, French, Spanish and Russian).
1969 Annual Report.
List of IUCN Projects comprising Programme for 1971.
IUCN Quarterly Bulletin (English, French, Spanish).
List of IUCN Publications.
The Use of Pesticides.
The Capture of Rare or Endangered Species.
Proceedings of the Latin American Conference on the Conservation of Renewable
Natural Resources, San Carlos de Bariloche, Argentina, 27 March 一 2 April 1968
(see pages 94-119 on Vampire bats and the danger of rabies).
Survival Service Commission Newsletter as sample of type newsletter issued by each
Commission,
The quantity-quality relationship in environmental management by Gerardo Budowski,
Impact of Science on Society, Vol. XX, No. 3, 1970 in English and French.
Die Erschliessung neuer Gebiete und die Landschaftsplanung in tropischen Landern by
Gerardo Budowski, Garten und Landschaft, B3134E, Dezember 1970.

The last two documents can be considered as policy papers reflecting the present trend of
the International Union for Conservation of Nature.

—Heldby the Secretariat.

