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1. NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS: Item 7.2 of the Agenda 

Applications of non-governmental organizations for admission into official relations; Item 
7.2.1 of the Agenda (Document EB49/44)1 ‘ 

Triennial review of non-governmental organizations in official relations; Item 7.2.2 of the 
Agenda (Resolution EB43.R47, paragraph 3 ；""”Documents EB49/17 and EB49/44) 

Dr AMMUNDSEN, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Non-governmental Organizations, 
introducing the report of the Standing Committee, said that section 1 contained the Standing 
Committee's views on new requests from eight non-governmental organizations for admission into 
official relations with WHO and renewed applications from two organizations. The Standing 
Committee had recommended that official relations be established with the nine organizations 
listed in section 1.2, It had also recommended that the Board postpone consideration of 
the application from the International Society for Research on Civilization Diseases and 
Vital Substances and that WHO first establish working relations with that society. 

Under agenda item 7.2.2 the Standing Committee had reviewed the 92 non-governmental 
organizations in official relations with WHO listed in the Director-General1 s report (document 
ÈB49/17)• It had concluded that WHO1s collaboration with those organizations had in general 
been very fruitful and recommended that official relations should be maintained with 89 of the 
organizations. The collaboration with three organizations - the World Federation of Societies 
of Anaesthesiologists, the International Society of Criminology, and the World Union OSE - had 
been very limited, and the Standing Committee therefore recommended that the Board suspend 
official relations with those organizations until working relations demonstrated mutual interest 
in resuming official relations. Those two recommendations were contained in the draf.t resolu-
tion appearing in paragraph 2.7 of the Standing Committèe1s report. 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to consider the following draft resolution on relations 
with non-governmental organizations : 

The Executive Board, 
Having examined the report of the Standing Committee on Non-governmental 

Organizations, 
DECIDES to establish official relations with the following organizations, on the 

basis of the criteria laid down in the working principles governing the admission of 
non-governmental organizations into official relations with WHO: 

International Federation of Ophthalmological Societies 
International Committee on Laboratory Animals 
International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources 
International Union of Immunological Societies 
International Association on Water Pollution Research 
International Federation for Information Processing 
World Federation of Neurosurgical Societies 
World Federation of Parasitologists 
International Ergonomics Association. 

2 
Decision: The resolution was adopted. 

1 See Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 1972, No. 198, Annex 8. 



The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to consider the following draft resolution on the triennial review： 

The Executive Board, 
Having examined the report of the Standing Committee on Non-governmental 

Organizations on its triennial review of non-governmental organizations in official 
relations with WHO; 

Noting with satisfaction that, during the period under review, co-operation has 
been mutually fruitful with most non-governmental organizations in official relations ; 

Recognizing however that co-operation has not developed with some non-governmental 
organizations； 

1. DECIDES : 
(a) to maintain relations with eighty-nine non-governmental organizations； 

(b) to suspend official relations with the World Federation of Societies of 
Anaesthesiologists, the International Society of Criminology and the World Union OSE, 
until such time as working relations demonstrate mutual interest in resuming 
official relations, and 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to communicate this resolution to the non-governmental 
organizations concerned and to draw their attention to its implications. 

Professor AUJALEU inquired what exactly it meant to "suspend" relations with certain 
organizations. 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that the Standing Committee's intention, as he understood 
it, was not to break off relations with the three organizations, but to place them on the 
level of working relations. Although the organizations had given little co-operation for a 
long time, it was hoped that they would show their intention of collaborating with WHO in the 
future, at which time the Board could consider restoring them to normal official relations. 
The word "suspend" had been used to avoid too definite a break and to leave the door open for 
a resumption of official relations. 

Decision： The resolution was adopted.1 

2. UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM: Item 7.1 of the Agenda (continued from the fifteenth meeting, 
section 1) 

General matters： Item 7.1.2 of the Agenda (Resolutions WHA24.49, WHA24.51 and WHA24.52; 
Documents EB49/20 and Add.1 and Add.2) (continued) 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to consider two draft resolutions on agenda item 7.1.2 
prepared by the Rapporteurs. 

Dr SAENZ, Rapporteur, read out the following draft resolution: 
The Executive Board, 
Having considered the report of the Director-General on co-ordination with other 

organizations of the United Nations system: general matters; 
Recalling resolution WHA24.52； and 
Stressing again the role WHO should play in assisting governments in their efforts 

to give due priority to health activities related to overall development, 



1. TAKES NOTE of the report; 
2. CONCURS with the preparatory steps which are being taken by the Organization in 
response to resolution WHA24.49 for the first review and appraisal of progress in the 
implementation of the International Development Strategy for the Second United Nations 
Development Decade to take place in 1973； 

3. NOTES the progress made in carrying out country programming; 
4. RE-EMPHASIZES the importance governments should attach to health aspects in their 
country programming; and 
5. REQUESTS the Director-General to continue to provide to national health adminis-
trations all possible assistance in health planning and country programming. 

Professor AUJALEU felt that the wording of the third preambular paragraph was too weak; 
WHCVs role surely went beyond merely assisting governments in their efforts to give due 
priority to health activities. He suggested that the paragraph should be amended to say 
"the role WHO should play in urging governments to give due priority to health activities 

It was so agreed. 

Decision： The resolution, as thus amended, was adopted.1 

Mr WOLDE-GERIMA, Rapporteur, read out the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board, • 
Noting the Director-General•s report on the steps he has taken pursuant to resolution 

WHA24.51 on the implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples by the specialized agencies and other institutions of the 
United Nations system; and 

Noting further that the Director-General has submitted to the Executive Board a 
systematic report on the relevant resolutions adopted by the Twenty-sixth General Assembly 
of the United Nations, 
1. REQUESTS the Director-General to continue his consultations with the Secretary-
General of the United Nations in his capacity as Chairman of the Administrative Committee 
on Co-ordination on the implementation by the Organization of appropriate parts of the 
aforementioned resolutions; 

2. CONCURS in the recommendations made by the Director-General pursuant to operative 
paragraph 3 of resolution WHA24.51, as outlined in his report; 
3. REQUESTS the Director-General to consult with the OAU (Organization of African Unity) 
and the host governments concerned on detailed programmes of health assistance to the 
populations helped by the National Liberation Movements recognized by the OAU; 
4. REQUESTS the Director-General to pursue consultations with the UNDP and to explore 
possible sources of voluntary support for programmes to be developed as a consequence of 
operative paragraph 3 above, and to report to the Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly. 

2 Decision: The resolution was adopted. 

1 Resolution EB49.R44. 



3. USE OF ARABIC AS AN OFFICIAL LANGUAGE OF THE WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY： Item 1 of the 
Supplementary Agenda (Document EB49/43) 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL pointed out that Rule 84 of the Rules of Procedure of the World 
Health Assembly provided that Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish should be the 
official languages and English and French the working languages of the Assembly. The proposal 
that Arabic should be used as an official language raised two points: the first was a point 
of principle regarding the addition of another language; the second was the financial aspect. 
The Board would no doubt wish to take both points into consideration. 

Dr ONYANGO, referring to the second point mentioned by the Director-General, inquired how 
much it would cost the Organization to use Arabic, firstly as a working language, and secondly 
as an official language. 

Dr MOLAPO said that Arabic was an old and illustrious language that he personally found 
very pleasant to listen to. From the practical angle, however, the Organization already had 
too many languages and his own inclination would have been, purely from considerations of cost, 
to have confined the languages used in WHO to English and French. The addition of a further 
language would mean spending money on interpreters, additional booths and so forth that should 
be devoted to the Organization's health programmes. An important question of principle was 
involved. The decision to add another language would have a snowball effect, because it would 
be difficult to turn down requests for the use of other languages such as Swahili and Hindi• 
He therefore felt that no requests for the use of additional languages, including Arabic, 
should be considered. 

Dr RAMZI said that the approval of the request for the use of Arabic would help the 
delegations of 20 Arab countries to participate in the work of the Health Assembly and to 
exchange medical knowledge. In asking the Board to support the inclusion of the request in 
the provisional agenda of the Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly with a favourable recommen-
dation, he spoke not out of patriotism, but because he was convinced of its value. Throughout 
history the Arabic language had contributed greatly to civilization and to medical knowledge, 
particularly in the Middle Ages when Arabic science had been at the roots of the Renaissance 
in Europe. Moreover, WHO would not be the first organization to use Arabic since several 
specialized agencies, including FAO, UNESCO, and IL0, were already doing so. Arabic was also 
one of the three working languages of Sub-Committee A of the Regional Committee for the 
Eastern Mediterranean. 

Dr SAENZ expressed strong support for the proposal to use Arabic as an official language 
of the Assembly. Arabic was the language of a group of more than 20 countries; furthermore, 
other organizations in the United Nations system had already decided to use it, and WHO 
should follow suit. � 

Mr BOUDEHRI supported the views expressed by Dr Ramzi and Dr Saenz. The question was 
not one of narrow nationalism, since Arabic was used by more than 20 Member States of the 
United Nations. • 

Dr AMMUNDSEN agreed with Dr Molapo that the present range of languages used in the Health 
Assembly should not be widened further. She also would be interested to hear the estimated 
cost of the addition of another language. She considered that in placing the item on the 
provisional agenda of the Assembly the Board should make no specific recommendation. 

The CHAIRMAN, speaking in his personal capacity, supported Dr Ramzi1 s views. 

Mr FURTH, Assistant Director-General, said that if Arabic was adopted as an official 
language of the Health Assembly, six temporary interpreters would have to be recruited from 
outside Geneva to permit interpretation from Arabic into the other languages, at an estimated 
cost of $ 12 500 for each session of the Assembly. Interpretation into Arabic would also 
require at least six more interpreters at the same cost, so that the total cost of inter-
pretation both into and from Arabic would be about $ 25 000 per session. 



Dr DIAWARA said that some members of the Board had suggested that no further languages 
should be added. However, there were a number of justifications for using Arabic: the 
number of countries using Arabic； the precedent in other organizations； and the fact that 
Arabic was a working language in the Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean. He 
therefore supported Dr Ramzi1 s proposals. 

Dr BLOOD said that, under Rule 87 of the Health AssemblyT s Rules of Procedure, any 
delegate was entitled to speak in any language and provide interpretation into any one of the 
working languages. He wondered whether that method had proved satisfactory in practice. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL replied that the method had been used some years ago for German and 
in recent years for Arabic. The countries concerned had only provided interpretation from 
those languages into a working language, and there had been no interpretation into Arabic or 
German. The system had worked well from the point of view of the Secretariat, but he did 
not know what the views of the delegations in the Health Assembly were. 

Dr ARNAUDOV and Dr PARRA GIL expressed their support for Dr Ramzi1 s proposals. 

Professor YANAGISAWA was reluctantly opposed to the addition of a new language because 
of the Organization* s present financial situation, although he had every sympathy for the 
spirit of the proposal. 

Dr RAMZI suggested that the Board should refer the item to the Twenty-fifth World Health 
Assembly for thorough study. It should also ask the Director-General to prepare a document 
explaining the position, leaving further consideration to the Assembly. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL pointed out that, if the Executive Board wished to include the 
matter in the provisional agenda of the Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly, all that was 
necessary was to adopt a resolution along the following lines: 

The Executive Board, 
Noting that several Member States wish consideration to be given to the use of 

Arabic as an official language of the World Health Organization, 
DECIDES to include in the provisional agenda of the Twenty-fifth World Health 

Assembly an item entitled "Use of Arabic as an official language of the World Health 
Assembly". 

He added that, in accordance with the wish expressed by Dr Ramzi, he would prepare 
document at i on for any discussion at the Assembly. 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to consider the draft resolution suggested by the 
Director-General. 

1 Decision： The resolution was adopted. 

4. ORGANIZATIONAL STUDY ON MEDICAL LITERATURE SERVICES TO MEMBERS： Item 2.9.1 of the Agenda 
(Resolution WHA24.37； Documents EB49/wp/l and ADD.l, EB49/WP/2, EB49/WP/3 and EB49/wp/l8) 

The CHAIRMAN reminded members of the Board that a working group composed of Professor 
Aujaleu, Dr Ehrlich, Dr Venediktov and Mr Wolde-Gerima had considered medical literature 
services to Members, and he invited Professor Aujaleu, as Chairman of the working group, to 
introduce its report (document EB49/wp/l8). 

1 Resolution EB49.R46. 
2 See Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 1972, No. 198, Annex 9. 



Professor AUJALEU expressed his gratitude to the other members of the working group and 
to members of the Secretariat staff who had provided great assistance and participated in the 
group1 s deliberations. 

The first two sections of the report called for little comment from members of the Board, 
since they were concerned with a description of present practices. However, the third 
section, consisting of an analysis of the future role of WHO, contained the opinions and 
suggestions of the working group and required the Board1 s close consideration. The WHO 
publications and documents services had been found satisfactory, but the working group had 
suggested three areas for possible improvements. First, most countries would prefer the 
publications to cover a wider field, to include the social and behavioural sciences and the 
economic aspects of health. Secondly, the free distribution of WHO publications could be 
improved, so as to ensure that they reached the largest possible proportion of those for whom 
they were intended. Thirdly, it was desirable that certain publications should be translated 
into non-official languages. All those were relatively simple matters that could be dealt 
with by the Director-General without carrying out complicated studies. 

The WHO library and documentation services raised more complex problems and it was 
desirable that the Director-General should undertake studies to find solutions. The working 
group suggested that the Revolving Fund for Teaching and Laboratory Equipment for Medical 
Education and Training, set up in 1966, should be used to purchase medical textbooks and 
periodicals. РАНО was making a large-scale attempt to deal with the shortage of medical 
textbooks, and its example might be followed in other regions. WHO could try either to supply 
cheap editions of standard works or to prepare textbooks itself. The working group had not 
been in full agreement on that point, and it was felt that the Director-General should study 
whether such projects were feasible. He noted that the preparation of textbooks for other 
health workers, such as nurses, would probably be less difficult. 

Turning to the question of medical libraries, he pointed out that РАНО had со-sponsored 
the establishment of a regional medical library for the Latin American countries in Sao Paulo, 
Brazil, and the working group recommended that other regional offices should seriously study 
the possibility of creating similar libraries. The need for WHO to assist in the training of 
medical librarians was also stressed. 

With regard to the WHO MEDLARS Centre that would open at headquarters in 1972 to assist 
in the provision of bibliographical information, it was too early to predict what the results 
would be. The group had considered the co-ordination of the WHO documentation services with 
other computer-assisted systems, and recommended caution in such an ambitious project. It 
was realized that the WHO documentation services could not cover all medical problems but 
must to some extent specialize in public health. With regard to the intergovernmental 
conference organized by UNESCO in October 1971 to consider the establishment of a world science 
information system, the group felt that the Director-General should follow developments closely, 
co-operating where possible, but reserving the right for WHO to play the leading role in the 
general co-ordination of medical documentation services. Once again, it was proposed that 
the Director-General should undertake a study before any decision was made. 

Mr WOLDE-GERIMA, speaking also on behalf of Dr Ehrlich and Dr Venediktov, thanked 
Professor Aujaleu for his excellent guidance of the working group. 

_ / 

Dr SAENZ stressed the importance attached in the Americas to WHO publications such as 
the Technical Report Series， the Monograph Series, and the Public Health Papers, They were 
of a very high scientific level and increasingly widely used. The WHO publications programme 
should be continued and expanded, since it was of great assistance to medical and scientific 
development throughout the world. 

He also underlined the importance of regional libraries. In the Americas there was 
great satisfaction with the work of the regional library in Sao Paulo in providing biblio-
graphical references that were often difficult to obtain elsewhere. The supply of medical 
textbooks was a problem that had not yet been solved in the developing countries, but РАНО1s 
scheme for providing a series of textbooks to 100 000 medical students, with the aid of a 
loan from the Inter-American Development Bank, was operating well. 



Professor PACCAGNELLA., alternate to Professor Vannugli, said that documents EB49/WP/2 
and EB49/wp/l8 were extremely useful in clarifying the difficult situation that had been 
created by the "explosion" in medical literature. Regional medical libraries would fill a 
great need, not perhaps in Europe, but certainly in all other regions. With regard to the 
supply of photocopies and bibliographical references, he felt sure that the creation of the 
MEDLARS Centre would improve the situation. Bibliographical references without the 
corresponding texts were of no help to field workers in some areas, but were very useful to 
medical schools and research institutes. He hoped that it would be possible to provide 
lists of references on specific subjects on request. 

He agreed that WHO should endeavour to promote the co-ordination of the major automated 
biomedical information systems, since the leading position of WHO in that area was beyond 
question. With regard to textbooks, WHO could perform a useful service, especially in the 
preparation of textbooks for auxiliary personnel. Turning to the problem of translations^ 
he expressed the view that physicians and scientists should be able to understand technical 
and scientific publications in any of several languages. Reference was made to WHO 
publications at practically ©very medical conference, which indicated that the present 
distribution system was satisfactory and also reflected the prestige of those publications. 

Dr PARRA GIL said that the problem of medical libraries and medical information in 
general was of tremendous importance in developing countries, and two points needed stressing. 
First of all, it was important to stimulate countries to set up bibliographical reference 
centres; it was impossible to create good libraries in developing countries, but biblio-
graphical information would permit research workers to obtain information on specific topics. 
Secondly, the establishment of regional libraries and arrangements for the provision of medical 
textbooks were of undoubted value to developing countries. РАНО1s experiment in that area 
had produced excellent results, by improving the general level of medical teaching and helping 
to eliminate differences in standards between medical schools. 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Executive Board to consider the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board, 
Recalling resolutions WHA23.26 and WHA24.37 by which the World Health Assembly 

requested the Executive Board to study medical literature services to Members； 

Having considered the report of the Working Group to which the Board, at its forty-
seventh session, had entrusted the detailed examination of the matter; 
1. TRANSMITS to the Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly the organizational study on 
"Medical literature services to Members'1 ； 

2. INVITES the attention of the Assembly to the findings of the study; and 
3. RECOMMENDS to the Assembly that it adopt the following resolution: 

"The Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly, 
Having examined the report of the Executive Board on its organizational study 

'Medical literature services to Members'; 
Noting that the study was carried out on the basis of the replies by Member 

States to a questionnaire, 
EXPRESSES its belief that the World Health Organization should assume a 

leading role in the development, co-ordination, and improvement of biomedical 
communications, particularly in those fields of major concern to national health 
services and to international co-operation in the field of health; 

REQUESTS the Director-General to examine the conclusions that emerged from the 
study and from the discussions of the Board at its forty-ninth session with 
particular attention to the following: 



(a) the need to give more prominence in the publications programme to the 
social and behavioural sciences and to the economic aspects of health; 
(b) ways and means of improving both the free distribution and the sales of 
WHO scientific and technical publications; 
(c) the need for a feasibility study on whether the Organization should 
prepare and publish medical textbooks； 

(d) the importance of an improvement in medical library services for the 
effective use of published biomedical information, and particularly the 
development of regional medical libraries； 

(e) the necessity for a study by an international group of experts of the role 
of WHO in relation to modern problems of biomedical communications； and 
REQUESTS the Director-General to report thereon to a later session of the 

Executive Board and a subsequent World Health Assembly.” 

Decision: The resolution was adopted. 1 

5. CONSIDERATION OF THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE TWENTY-FIFTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY： 
Item 4.1 of the Agenda (Document EB49/40 Rev.l) 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Board's consideration of the revised provisional agenda for the 
Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly (document EB49/40 Rev.l), 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL said the revised agenda contained references to all the 
resolutions adopted by the Board before the end of the fifteenth meeting. References to 
resolutions adopted at the present meeting, together with a new item 3,18 on the use of 
Arabic as an official language of the World Health Assembly, would be added. 

_ / 

Dr SAENZ, Rapporteur, read out the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board 
APPROVES the Director-General1 s proposals for the provisional agenda of the 

Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly, including the amendments adopted by the Board. 
о Decision： The resolution was adopted• 

6. APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD AT THE TWENTY-FIFTH WORLD 
HEALTH ASSEMBLY： Item 4.3 of the Agenda 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL, introducing the item, said that, by Rule 43 of the Rules 
of Procedure of the Health Assembly, the Board was required to be represented at the Health 
Assembly by such person or persons serving on the Board as the Board might determine. In 
the past, the Chairman of the Board and the Chairman of the Standing Committee on Administration 
and Finance had been so appointed, 

Dr SAENZ, supported by Dr ONYANGO and Dr RAMZI, proposed that Dr Ehrlich and 
Dr Bédaya-Ngaro be appointed to represent the Board at the Twenty-fifth Health Assembly• 

1 Resolution EB49.R47, 



Dr SAENZ, Rapporteur, read out the following draft resolution ： 

The Executive Board 
APPOINTS Dr S. P. Ehrlich,jr and Dr S. Bédaya-Ngaro to represent the Board at the 

Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly; and 
2. REQUESTS the Director-General to make suitable arrangements for the presentation 
of the Board's reports by its representatives at the Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly. 

Decision: The resolution was adopted. 1 

7. APPOINTMENT OF AN AD HOC COMMITTEE OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD TO CONSIDER, PRIOR TO THE 
TWENTY-FIFTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY, THE REPORT OF THE EXTERNAL AUDITOR ON THE ACCOUNTS 
OF THE ORGANIZATION FOR THE YEAR 1971： Item 6.4 of the Agenda (Document EB49/2) 

Mr FURTH, Assistant Director-General, introduced document EB49/2 in which it was 
explained that, by Financial Regulation 12.4, the External Auditor was required to 
submit his report to the Health Assembly to be available to the Board not later 
than 1 May following the end of the financial year. The Executive Board was in turn required 
to forward to the Health Assembly its comments, if any, on the report. 

In the past, the Board had not normally met between its January session and the convening 
of the Health Assembly and it had been the practice to nominate an ad hoc committee of three 
members to consider the External Auditor1s report, as well as any other matters the Board 
might decide to submit to the committee, and to report to the Health Assembly on behalf of 
the Board. 

As suggested in document EB49/2, the Board might now wish to adopt the same procedure, 
and a form of resolution was therefore given in paragraph 4 of that document. Members 
would note that a blank had been left in operative paragraph 1 for the date on which the 
committee should meet to be inserted. It was suggested that Monday, 8 May 1972, might be 
a suitable date, that being the day before the opening of the Health Assembly. 

Operative paragraph 2 of the proposed form of resolution also requested the committee 
to consider certain subjects on the Board1s behalf as decided by the resolutions it had 
adopted, and he suggested that it might be modified to take account of resolutions EB49.R16, 
EB49.R17, EB49.R18, EB49.R19, EB49.R20 and EB49.R21 which the Board had adopted on the 
question of Members in arrears in the payment of their contributions to an extent which 
might invoke the provisions of Article 7 of the Constitution. 

In the past, the Board had usually appointed the Chairman of the Board and the Chairman 
of the Standing Committee, together with one other member, to serve on the ad hoc committee. 

Professor CANAPERIA assumed there would be general agreement on the appointment of the 
Chairman of the Board and the Chairman of the Standing Committee on Administration and 
Finалее to the ad hoc committee. He proposed the appointment of Professor Aujaleu as the 
third member of the committee. 

Dr AVILÊS, Dr BAIDYA, Dr ONYANGO, Dr PARRA GIL, Dr RAMZI and Dr SAENZ supported that 
proposal. 



Mr FURTH then read out the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board , 
Considering the provisions of Financial Regulations 11•4 and 12.4 concerning the 

annual accounts and the report of the External Auditor; and 
Considering that there will not be a session of the Executive Board between 1 May 

1972 and the date of the convening of the Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly, 
1. ESTABLISHES an ad hoc Committee of the Executive Board consisting of: 
Professor E# J. Aujaleu, Dr S. Bédaya-Ngaro and Dr S. P„ Ehrlich, jr, to meet on 
8 May 1972, to act on behalf of the Board in carrying out the provisions of Financial 
Regulation 12.4; 
2# REQUESTS that the ad hoc Committee also consider the subject of Member s in arrears 
in the payment of their contributions to an extent which may invoke the provisions of 
Article 7 of the Constitution (resolutions EB49.R16, EB49.R17, EB49.R18, EB49.R19, 
EB49.R20, and EB49.R21); and 
3. DECIDES that, in the event that any member of the ad hoc Committee should be 
unable to serve, the Chairman of the Board may appoint a substitute from among the 
members of the Board, 

Decision: The resolution was adopted.工 

80 DATE AND PLACE OF THE FIFTIETH SESSION OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD： Item 4,4 of the Agenda 

Mr FURTH, Assistant Director-General, said that, by Article 26 of the Constitution, the 
Board was required to meet at least twice a year and to determine the place of each meeting. 
The Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly would meet on Tuesday, 9 May 1972, and would probably 
end on or before 27 May 1972. The Secretariat therefore suggested that the Board should 
meet on Monday, 29 May 1972, at headquarters• 

Mr WOLDE-GERIMA, Rapporteur, read out the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board 
DECIDES that its fiftieth session shall be convened on Monday, 29 May 1972, at 

the headquarters of the Organization, Geneva, Switzerland. 
2 Decision： The resolution was adopted. 

The meeting rose at 11,50 a,nu 

1 Resolution EB49.R50. 
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1. CO-ORDINATION WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS： NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS： Item 7.2 of the 
Agenda 

Applications of non-governmental organizations for admission into official relations: Item 
7.2.1 of the Agenda (Document EB49/44) ~ 

Triennial review of non-governmental organizations in official relations; Item 7.2.2 of the 
Agenda (Resolution EB43.R47, paragraph 3, and Annex 2; Documents EB49/l7 and EB49/44) 

Dr AMMUNDSEN， Chairman of the Standing Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations, 
introducing the report of the Standing Committee, said that, section 1 contained the Standing 
Committee’s views on new requests from eight non-governmental organizations for admission into 
official relations with WHO and renewed applications from two organizations. The Standing 
Committee had recommended that official relations be established with the nine organizations 
listed in the draft resolution in paragraph 1.2. It had also recommended that the Board 
postpone consideration of the application from the International Society for Research on 
Civilization Diseases and Vital Substances and that WHO first establish working relations 
with that society. 

Under agenda item 7.2.2 the Standing Committee had reviewed the 92 non-governmental 
organizations in official relations with WHO listed in the Director-General's report (document 
EB49/l7). It had concluded that WHO'S collaboration with those organizations had in general 
been very fruitful and recommended that official relations should be maintained with 89 of the 
organizations. The collaboration with three organizations - the World Federation of Societies 
of Anaesthesiologists, the International Society of Criminology, and the World Union OSE - had 
been very limited, and the Standing Committee therefore recommended that the Board suspend 
official relations with those organizations until working relations demonstrated mutual interest 
in resuming official relations. Those two recommendations were contained in the draft resolu-
tion appearing in paragraph 2.7 of the Standing Committee's report. 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to consider the draft resolution contained in paragraph 1.2 
of the Standing Committee1 s report. 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to consider the draft resolution contained in paragraph 
2.7 of the Standing Committee1 s report. 

Professor AUJALEU inquired what exactly it meant to "suspend" relations with certain 
organizations. 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that the Standing Committee1s intention, as he understood 
it, was not to break off relations with the three organizations, but to place them on the 
level of working relations. Although the organizations had given little co-operation for a 
long time, it was hoped that they would show their intention of collaborating with WHO in the 
future, at which time the Board could consider restoring them to normal official relations. 
The word "suspend" had been used to avoid too definite a break and to leave the door open for 
a resumption of relations. 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted. 



2. CO-ORDINATION WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS： UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM： Item 7.1 of the Agenda 
(continued) 

General matters: Item 7.1.2 of the Agenda (Resolutions WHA24.49, WHA24.51, paragraph 3, and 
WHA24.52 and Annex 8; Documents EB49/20 and AddЛ and Add.2) (continued) 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to consider two draft resolutions on agenda item 7.1.2 
prepared by the Rapporteurs. 

• 
Dr SAENZ, Rapporteur, read out the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board, 
Having considered the report of the Director-General on co-ordination with other 

organizations of the United Nations system: general matters； 

Recalling resolution WHA24.52； and 
Stressing again the role WHO should play in assisting governments in their efforts 

to give due priority to health activities related to overall development, 

1. TAKES NOTE of the report; 
2. CONCURS with the preparatory steps which are being taken by the Organization in 
response to resolution WHA24.49 for the first, review and appraisal of progress in the 
implementation of the International Development Strategy for the Second United Nations 
Development Decade to take place in 1973； 

3. NOTES the progress made in carrying out country programming; 
4. RE-EMPHASIZES the importance governments should attach to health aspects in their 
country programming; and 
5. REQUESTS the Director-General to continue to provide to national health adminis-
trations all possible assistance in health planning and country programming. 

Professor AUJALEU felt that the wording of the third preambular paragraph was too weak； 

WHO1s role surely went beyond merely assisting governments in their efforts to give due 
priority to health activities. He suggested that the paragraph should be amended to say 
"the role WHO should play in urging governments to give due priority to health activities •••’’• 

Decision: The resolution, as thus amended, was adopted. 

Mr WOLDE-GERIMA, Rapporteur, read out the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board, 
Noting the Director-GeneralT s report on the steps he has taken pursuant to resolution 

WHA24.51 on the implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples by the specialized agencies and other institutions of the 
United Nations system; and 

Noting further that the Director-General has submitted to the Executive Board a 
systematic report on the relevant resolutions adopted by the Twenty-sixth General Assembly 
of the United Nations, 
1e REQUESTS the Director-General to continue his consultations with the Secretary-
General of the United Nations in his capacity as Chairman of the Administrative Committee 
on Co-ordination on the implementation by the Organization of appropriate parts of the 
aforementioned resolutions; 



2. CONCURS in the recommendations made by the Director-General pursuant to operative 
paragraph 3 of resolution WHA24.51, as outlined in his report; 
3. REQUESTS the Director-General to consult with the OAU (Organization of African Unity) 
and the host governments concerned on detailed programmes of health assistance to the 
populations helped by the National Liberation Movements recognized by the OAU; 
4. REQUESTS the Director-General to pursue consultations with the UNDP and to explore 
possible sources of voluntary support for programmes to be developed as a consequence of 
operative paragraph 3 above, and to report to the Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly. 

Decision： The resolution was adopted. 

3. USE OF ARABIC AS AN OFFICIAL LANGUAGE OF THE WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY： Item 1 of the 
Supplementary Agenda (Document EB49/43) 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL pointed out that Rule 84 of the Rules of Procedure of the World 
Health Assembly provided that Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish should be the 
official languages and English and French the working languages of the Assembly. The proposal 
that Arabic should be used as an official language raised two points: the first was a point 
of principle regarding the addition of another language； the second was the financial aspect. 
The Board would no doubt wish to take both points into consideration. 

Dr ONYANGO, referring to the second point mentioned by the Director-General, inquired how 
much it would cost the Organization to use Arabic, firstly as a working language, and secondly 
as an official language. 

Dr MOLAPO said that Arabic was an old and illustrious language that he personally found 
very pleasant to listen to. From the practical angle, however, the Organization already had 
too many languages and his own inclination would, have been, purely from considerations of cost, 
to have confined the languages used in WHO to English and French. The addition of a further 
language would mean spending money on interpreters, additional booths and so forth that should 
be devoted to the Organization's health programmes. An important question of principle was 
involved. The decision to add another language would have a snowball effect, because it would 
be difficult to turn down requests for the use of other languages such as Swahili and Hindi. 
He therefore felt that no request for the use of an additional language, including Arabic, 
should be considered. 

Dr RAMZI said that the approval of the request for the use of Arabic would help the 
delegations of 20 Arab countries to participate in the work of the Health Assembly and to 
exchange medical knowledge. In asking the Board to support the inclusion of the request in 
the provisional agenda of the Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly with a favourable recommen-
dation, he spoke not out of patriotism, but because he was convinced of its value. Throughout 
history the Arabic language had contributed greatly to civilization and to medical knowledge, 
particularly in the Middle Ages when Arabic science had been at the roots of the Renaissance 
in Europe. Moreover, WHO would not be the first organization to use Arabic since several 
specialized agencies, including FAO, UNESCO, and ILO, were already doing so. Arabic was also 
one of the three working languages of Sub-Committee A of the Regional Committee for the 
Eastern Mediterranean. 

Dr SAENZ expressed strong support for the proposal to use Arabic as an official language 
of the Assembly. Arabic was the language of a group of more than 20 countries; furthermore, 
other organizations in the United Nations System had already decided to use it, and WHO 
should follow suit. 



Mr BOUDEHRI supported the views expressed by Dr Ramzi and Dr Saenz. The question was 
not one of narrow nationalism, since Arabic was used by more than 20 Member States of the 
United Nations, 

Dr AMMUNDSEN agreed with Dr Molapo that the present range of languages used in the Health 
Assembly should not be widened further. She also would be interested to hear the estimated 
cost of the addition of another language. She considered that in placing the item on the 
provisional agenda of the Assembly the Board should make no specific recommendation. 

The CHAIRMAN, speaking in his personal capacity, supported Dr Ramzi1 s views. 

Mr FURTH, Assistant Director-General, said that if Arabic was adopted as an official 
language of the Health Assembly, six temporary interpreters would have to be recruited from 
outside Geneva to permit interpretation from Arabic into the other languages, at an estimated 
cost of $ 12 500 for each session of the Assembly. Interpretation into Arabic would also 
require at least six more interpreters at the same cost, so that the total cost of inter-
pretation both into and from Arabic would be about $ 25 000 per session. 

Dr DIAWARA said that some members of the Board had suggested that no further languages 
should be added. However, there were a number of justifications for using Arabic: the 
number of countries using Arabic； the precedent in other organizations； and the fact that 
Arabic was a working language in the Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean. He 
therefore supported Dr RamziT s proposals. 

Dr BLOOD said that, under Rule 87 of the Health Assemblyf s Rules of Procedure, any 
delegate was entitled to speak in any language and provide interpretation into any one of the 
working languages. He wondered whether that method had proved satisfactory in practice. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL replied that the method had been used some years ago for German and 
in recent years for Arabic. The countries concerned had only provided interpretation from 
those languages into a working language, and there had been no interpretation into Arabic or 
German. The system had worked well from the point of view of the Secretariat, but he did 
not know what the views of the delegations in the Health Assembly were. 

Dr ARNAUDOV and Dr PARRA GIL expressed their support for Dr Ramzi1 s proposals. 

Professor YANAGISAWA was reluctantly opposed to the addition of a new language because 
of the Organization1s present financial situation, although he had every sympathy for the 
spirit of the proposal. 

Dr RAMZI suggested that the Board should refer the item to the Twenty-fifth World Health 
Assembly for thorough study• It should also ask the Director-General to prepare a document 
explaining the position, leaving further consideration to the Assembly. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL pointed out that, if the Executive Board wished to include the 
matter in the provisional agenda of the Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly, all that was 
necessary was to adopt a resolution along the following lines: 

The Executive Board, 
Noting that several Member States wish consideration to be given to the use of 

Arabic as an official language of the World Health Organization, 
DECIDES to include in the provisional agenda of the Twenty-fifth World Health 

Assembly an item entitled "Use of Arabic as an official language of the World Health 
Assembly". 

He added that, in accordance with the wish expressed by Dr Ramzi, he would prepare 
documentation for any discussion at the Assembly. 



The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to consider the draft resolution suggested by the 
Director-General. 

Decision： The resolution was adopted. 

4. ORGANIZATIONAL STUDY ON MEDICAL LITERATURE SERVICES TO MEMBERS： Item 2.9.1 of the Agenda 
(Resolution WHA24.37; Documents EB49/wp/l and Add.l, EB49/WP/2, EB49/wp/3 and EB49/wp/l8) 

The CHAIRMAN reminded members of the Board that a working group composed of Professor 
Aujaleu, Dr Ehrlich, Dr Venediktov and Mr Wolde-Gerima had considered medical literature 
services to Members, and he invited Professor Aujaleu, as Chairman of the working group, to 
introduce its report (document EB49/wp/l8). 

Professor AUJALEU expressed his gratitude to the other members of the working group and 
to members of the Secretariat staff who had provided great assistance and participated in the 
group1 s deliberations. 

The first two sections of the report called for little comment from members of the Board, 
since they were concerned with a description of present practices. However, the third 
section, consisting of an analysis of the future role of WHO, contained the opinions and 
suggestions of the working group and required the Board1 s close consideration. The WHO 
publications and documents services had been found satisfactory, but the working group had 
suggested three areas for possible improvement s. First, most countries would prefer the 
publications to cover a wider field, to include the social and behavioural sciences and the 
economic aspects of health. Secondly, the free distribution of WHO publications could be 
improved, so as to ensure that they reached the largest possible proportion of those for whom 
they were intended. Thirdly, it was desirable that certain publications should be translated 
into non-official languages. All those were relatively simple matters that could be dealt 
with by the Director-General without carrying out complicated studies. 

The WHO library and documentation services raised more complex problems and it was 
desirable that the Director-General should undertake studies to find solutions. The working 
group suggested that the Revolving Fund for Teaching and Laboratory Equipment for Medical 
Education and Training, set up in 1966, should be used to purchase medical textbooks and 
periodicals. РАНО was making a large-scale attempt to deal with the shortage of medical 
textbooks, and its example might be followed in other regions. WHO could try either to supply 
cheap editions of standard works or to prepare textbooks itself. The working group had not 
been in full agreement on that point, and it was felt that the Director-General should study 
whether such projects were feasible. He noted that the preparation of textbooks for other 
health workers, such as nurses, would probably be less difficult. 

Turning to the question of medical libraries, he pointed out that РАНО had co-sponsored 
the establishment of a regional medical library for the Latin American countries in Sao Paulo, 
Brazil, and the working group recommended that other regional offices should seriously study 
the possibility of creating similar libraries. The need for WHO to assist in the training of 
medical librarians was also stressed. 

With regard to the WHO MEDLARS Centre that would open at headquarters in 1972 to assist 
in the provision of bibliographical information, it was too early to predict what the results 
would be. The group had considered the co-ordination of the WHO documentation services with 
other computer-assisted systems, and recommended caution in such an ambitious project. It 
was realized that the WHO documentation services could not cover all medical problems but 
must to some extent specialize in public health. With regard to the inter-governmental 
conference organized by UNESCO in October 1971 to consider the establishment of a world science 
information system, the group felt that the Director-General should follow developments closely, 
co-operating where possible, but reserving the right for WHO to play the leading role in the 



general co-ordination of medical documentation services. Once again, it was proposed that 
the Director-General should undertake a study before any decision was made. 

Mr WOLDE-GERIMA, speaking also on behalf of Dr Ehrlich and Dr Venediktov, thanked 
Professor Aujaleu for his excellent guidance of the working group. 

/ 

Dr SAENZ stressed the importance attached in the Americas to WHO publications such as 
the Technical Report Series, the Monograph Series， and the Public Health Papers. They were 
of a very high scientific level and increasingly widely used. The WHO publications programme 
should be continued and expanded, since it was of great assistance to medical and scientific 
development throughout the world. 

He also underlined the importance of regional libraries. In the Americas there was 
great satisfaction with the work of the regional library in Sao Paulo in providing biblio-
graphical references that were often difficult to obtain elsewhere. The supply of medical 
textbooks was a problem that had not yet been solved in the developing countries y but РАНО1 s 
scheme for providing a series of textbooks to 100 000 medical students, with the aid of a 
loan from the Inter-Ameriсan Development Bank, was operating well. 

Professor PACCAGNELLA, alternate to Professor Vannugli, said that documents EB49/WP/2 
and EB49/wp/l8 were extremely useful in clarifying the difficult situation that had been 
created by the "explosion" in medical literature. Regional medical libraries would fill a 
great need, not perhaps in Europe, but certainly in all other regions. With regard to the 
supply of photocopies and bibliographical references, he felt sure that the creation of the 
MEDLARS Centre would improve the situation. Bibliographical references without the 
corresponding texts were of no help to field workers in some areas, but were very useful to 
medical schools and research institutes. He hoped that it would be possible to provide 
lists of references on specific subjects on request. 

He agreed that WHO should endeavour to promote the co-ordination of the major automated 
biomedical information systems, since the leading position of WHO in that area was beyond 
question. With regard to textbooks, WHO could perform a useful service, especially in the 
preparation of textbooks for auxiliary personnel. Turning to the problem of translations, 
he expressed the view that physicians and scientists should be able to understand technical 
and scientific publications in any of several languages. Reference was made to WHO 
publications at practically every medical conference, which indicated that the present 
distribution system was satisfactory and also reflected the prestige of those publications. 

Dr PARRA GIL said that the problem of medical libraries and medical information in 
general was of tremendous importance in developing countries, and two points needed stressing. 
First of all, it was important to stimulate countries to set up bibliographical reference 
centres; it was impossible to create good libraries in developing countries, but biblio-
graphical information would permit research workers to obtain information on specific topics. 
Secondly, the establishment of regional libraries and arrangements for the provision of medical 
textbooks were of undoubted value to developing countries. РАНО1s experiment in that area 
had produced excellent results, by improving the general level of medical teaching and helping 
to eliminate differences in standards between medical schools. 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Executive Board to consider the draft resolution contained in 
Annex 1 to document EB49/wp/l8. 

Decision: The resolution was adopted. 



5. CONSIDERATION OF THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE TWENTY-FIFTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY： 

Item 4.1 of the Agenda (Document EB49/40 Rev.l) 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Board's consideration of the revised provisional agenda for the 
Twenty-fifth World Healt.h Assembly (document EB49/40 Rev.l), 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL said the revised agenda contained references to all the 
resolutions adopted by the Board before the end of the fifteenth meeting. A reference to 
resolutions adopted at the present meeting, together with a new item 3,18 on the use of 
Arabic as an official language of the World Health Assembly, would be added# 

/ 

Dr SAENZ, Rapporteur, read out the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board 
APPROVES the Director-General * s proposals for the provisional agenda of the 

Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly, including the amendments adopted by the Board. 

Decision： The resolution was adopted• 

6. APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD AT THE TWENTY-FIFTH WORLD 
HEALTH ASSEMBLY: Item 4.3 of the Agenda 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL, introducing the item, said that, by Rule 43 of the Rules 
of Procedure of the Health Assembly, the Board was required to be represented at the Health 
Assembly by such person or persons serving on the Board as the Board might determine. In 
the past, the Chairman of the Board and the Chairman of the Standing Committee on Administration 
and Finance had been so appointed# 

Dr SAENZ, supported by Dr ONYANGO and Dr RAMZI, proposed that Dr Ehrlich and 
Dr Bédaya-Ngaro be appointed to represent the Board at the Twenty-fifth Health Assembly. 

У 

Dr SAENZ, Rapporteur, read out the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board 
APPOINTS Dr Se P. Ehrlich jr and Dr S. Bédaya-Ngaro to represent the Board at the Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly; and 

2, REQUESTS the Director-General to make suitable arrangements for the presentation 
of the Boardf s reports by its representatives at the Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly. 

Decision: The resolution was adopted. 

7. APPOINTMENT OF THE AD HOC COMMITTEE OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD TO CONSIDER, PRIOR TO THE 
TWENTY-FIFTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY, THE REPORT OF THE EXTERNAL AUDITOR ON THE ACCOUNTS 
OF THE ORGANIZATION FOR THE YEAR 1971: Item 6.4 of the Agenda (Document EB49/2) 

Mr FURTH, Assistant Director-General, introduced document EB49/2 in which it was 
explained that, by Article 12.4 of the Financial Regulations, the External Auditor was 
required to submit his report to the Health Assembly to be available to the Board not later 
than 1 May following the end of the financial year. The Executive Board was in turn required 
to forward to the Health Assembly its comments, if any, on the report. 



In the past, the Board had not normally met between its January session and the convening 
of the Health Assembly and it had been the practice to nominate an ad hoc committee of three 
members to consider the External Auditor's report, as well as any other matters the Board 
might decide to submit to the committee, and to report to the Health Assembly on behalf of 
the Board• • 

As suggested in document EB49/2, the Board might now wish to adopt the same procedure, 
and a form of resolution was therefore given in paragraph 4 of that document. Members 
would note that a blank had been left in operative paragraph 1 for the date on which the 
committee should meet to be inserted. It was suggested that Monday, 8 May 1972, might be 
a suitable date, that being the day before the opening of the Health Assembly, 

Operative paragraph 2 of the proposed form of resolution also requested the committee 
to consider certain subjects on the Board's behalf as decided by the resolutions it had 
adopted, and he suggested that it might be modified to take account of resolutions EB49.R16, 
EB49.R17, EB49.R18, EB49.R19, EB49.R20 and EB49.R21 which the Board had adopted on the 
question of Members in arrears in the payment of their contributions to an extent which 
might invoke the provisions of Article 7 of the Constitution. 

In the past, the Board had usually appointed the Chairman of the Board and the Chairman 
of the Standing Committee, together with one other member, to serve on the ad hoc committee. 

Professor CANAPERIA assumed there would be general agreement on the appointment of the 
Chairman of the Board and the Chairman of the Standing Committee on Administration and 
Finance to the ad hoc committee• He proposed the appointment of Professor Aujaleu as the 
third member of the committee. 

Dr AVILÉS, Dr BAIDHYA, Dr ONYANGO, Dr PARRA GIL, Dr RAMZI and Dr SAENZ supported that 
proposal. 

Mr FURTH then read out the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board 
Considering the provisions of Financial Regulations 11,4 and 12.4 concerning the 

annual accounts and the report of the External Auditor； and 
Considering that there will not be a session of the Executive Board between 1 May 

1972 and the date of the convening of the Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly, 
ESTABLISHES an Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board consisting of : 

Professor E. J# Aujaleu, Dr S» Bédaya-Ngaro and Dr S. P. Ehrlich, jr, to meet on 
8 May 1972, to act on behalf of the Board in carrying out the provisions of Financial 
Regulation 12.4; 
2. REQUESTS that the Ad Hoc Committee also consider the subject of Members in arrears 
in the payment of their contributions to an extent which may invoke the provisions of 
Article 7 of the Constitution (resolutions EB49.R16, EB49.R17, EB49.R18, EB49.R19, 
EB49.R20, and EB49.R21); 
3 # DECIDES that, in the event that any member of the Ad Hoc Committee should be 
unable to serve, the Chairman of the Board may appoint a substitute from among the 
members of the Board. 

Decision : The resolution was adopted. 



8, DATE AND PLACE OF THE FIFTIETH SESSION OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD: Item 4.4 of the Agenda 

Mr FURTH, Assistant Director-General, said that, by Article 26 of the Constitution, the 
Board was required to meet at least twice a year and to determine the place of each meeting. 
The Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly would meet on Tuesday, 9 May 1972, and would probably 
end on or before 27 May 1972. The Secretariat therefore suggested that the Board should 
meet on Monday, 29 May 1972, at headquarters• 

Mr WOLDE-GERIMA, Rapporteur, read out the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board 
DECIDES that its fiftieth session shall be convened on Monday, 29 May 1972, at 

the headquarters of the Organization, Geneva, Switzerland, 

Decision： The resolution was adopted. 

The meeting rose at 11,50 a,m. 


