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REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

The Standing Committee on Non-governmental Organizations met on 18 and 21 January 1972 

with the participation of its regular members: Dr Esther Ammundsen, Dr D. Arnaoudov, 

Dr 0. Aviles, Dr В. Baidhya and Dr N . Ramzi. 

Dr E. Ammundsen was unanimously elected Chairman. 

1• Consideration of applications from Non-governmental Organizations for admission into 
official relations 

1.1 The Standing Committee, in conformity with resolution EB8.R54,
1

 examined eight new 
requests from non-governmental organizations for admission into official relations with WHO 
as well as the renewed applications submitted by the International Society for R.search on 
Civilization Diseases and Vital Substances and by the International Ergonomics Association. 
The Standing Committee considered the summary of information submitted by each non-governmental 
organization in the light of the criteria established in part 1 of the working principles 

о 
governing the admission of non-governmental organizations into official relations with WHO 
and of resolution EB45.R41.

3 

1.2 The Standing Committee came to the conclusion that the following organizations: - the 
International Federation of Ophthalmological Societies, the International Committee on 
Laboratory Animals, the International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources, 
the International Union of Immunological Societies, the International Association on Water 
Pollution Research, the International Federation for Information Processing, the World 
Federation of Neurosurgical Societies, the World Federation of Parasitologists and the 
International Ergonomics Association - satisfied the criteria for admission and decided, 
therefore, to recommend to the Executive Board the adoption of the following resolution: 

"The Executive Board, 

Having examined the report of the Standing Committee on Non-governmental 
Organizations 

DECIDES to establish official relations with the following organizations, on the 
basis of the criteria laid down in the working principles governing the admission of 
non-governmental organizations into official relations with WHO： 

International Federation of Ophthalmological Societies 

International Committee on Laboratory Animals 

1
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International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources 

International Union of Immunological Societies 

International Association on Water Pollution Research 

International Federation for Information Processing 

World Federation of Neurosurgical Societies 

World Federation of Parasitologists 

International Ergonomics Association.” 

1.3 The Standing Committee decided, in accordance with resolution EB45.R41, to recommend to 

the Executive Board to postpone the consideration of the application submitted by the 

International Society for Research on Civilization Diseases and Vital Substances. 

It recognized that the objectives and structure of the Society had been modified since 

1961 when the first application for official relations was submitted to the Executive Board, 

but it concluded that working relations should be established with this Society in the first 

instance. 

2 . Triennial Review of Non-governmental Organizations in official relations with WHO (1969-

1971) ~ 

2.1 The Standing Committee considered the report of the Director-General
1

 which inter alia 

dealt with the results of the review undertaken by the Organization of its relations with 

non-governmental organizations during the period under review and of the Director-General
1

 s 

assessment of the mutual benefits which have accrued from past collaboration. 

It also had before it the replies received from the non-governmental organizations to a 

questionnaire sent by the Director-General which contained a detailed appraisal of their 

relations with WHO and their proposals concerning future collaboration. 

2.2 The Standing Committee reviewed in detail the material provided for each of the 92 non-

governmental organizations in official relations with WHO. The Committee believed that 

collaboration with the non-governmental organizations had developed on a wide basis and that 

most non-governmental organizations had been active in promoting the work of the Organization. 

The Standing Committee noted that WHO and the non-governmental organizations participated 

regularly in each other's technical meetings and collaborated in a number of joint activities. 

Specialists from non-governmental organizations have been appointed as members of WHO expert 

advisory panels or have been invited to WHO expert committee meetings. During the period 

under review, several inter-secretariat meetings had been arranged, with a number of non-

governmental organizations to review the possibilities of strengthening future joint activities. 

2.3 The Standing Committee noted with satisfaction that during the period under review 

many non-governmental organizations, bearing in mind the recommendations of the Executive Board, 

had enlarged their regional representation thus facilitating contact with WHO regional offices 

and closer collaboration in field activities. 

The Standing Committee concluded that during the period many non-governmental organizations 

had actively assisted in meeting WHO'S objectives and that co-operation had developed 

satisfactorily. The enlargement of personal contact between officials both at headquarters 

and at the regional levels greatly contributed to a better understanding of common problems 

and facilitated the launching of many joint activities. It has also led to fruitful 

collaboration, better understanding of programme policies and helped to avoid overlapping 

and duplication of effort. 
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The Standing Committee therefore recommended to the Executive Board to maintain official 

relations with 89 non-governmental organizations
 # 

2.4 In examining some problems during the period under review the Standing Committee did 

find that there was a small number of organizations in official relations whose collaboration 

with the Organization was rather limited for a number of reasons and that very little benefit 

accrued to the Organization. 

2.5 The Committee therefore recommended to the Executive Board to suspend official relations 

with the following non-governmental organizations: the World Federation of Societies of 

Anaesthesiologists, the International Society of Criminology, and the World Union OSE, until 

such time as working relations demonstrate their renewed interest in the work of WHO and 

their willingness to co-operate in fields of mutual concern. 

2.6 A list of non-governmental organizations with whom the Director-General had established 

working relations was also before the Standing Committee who expressed its satisfaction at the 

development of such relations. 

2.7 In concluding its review, the Standing Committee decided to recommend to the Executive 

Board the adoption of the following resolution: 

"The Executive Board, 

Having examined the report of the Standing Committee on Non-governmental Organizations 

on its triennial review of non-governmental organizations in official relations with WHO; 

Noting with satisfaction that, during the period under review, co-operation has been 

mutually fruitful with most non-governmental organizations in official relations； 

Recognizing however that co-operation has not developed with some non-governmental 

organizations； 

1. DECIDES: 

(a) to maintain relations with eighty-nine non-governmental organizations； 

(b) to suspend official relations with the World Federation of Societies of 

Anaesthesiologists, the International Society of Criminology and the World Union OSE, 

until such time as working relations demonstrate mutual interest in resuming official 

relations, and 

2 . REQUESTS the Director-General to communicate this resolution to the non-governmental 

organizations concerned and to draw their attention to its implications.
M 


