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INTRODUCTION 

It will be recalled that the Director-General in response to resolution WHA23,60^ sub-
mitted a r e p o r t ^ to the Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly on "Problems of the Human 
Environment"• After a detailed examination of the report, the Twenty-fourth World Health 
Assembly adopted resolution WHA24.47^ endorsing the report and proposals submitted and 
requested the Director-General, in operative paragraph 3(c), to "report to the forty-ninth 
session of the Executive Board and to the Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly on progress 
achieved, and any further financial implications". 

The following report has been prepared to meet this request. The presentation covers 
relevant activities carried out under the regular programme of WHO, and activities pursued in 
the context of preparation for the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment to be 
held in Stockholm in June 1972 (3(b) of resolution WHA24.47). 

A. ACTIVITIES IN RELATION TO THE REGULAR PROGRAMME OF WHO 

Operative paragraph 1 of WHA24.47 emphasizes the need (a) to improve basic environmental 
health and sanitation in all countries, and notably developing countries, with special 
emphasis on the provision of adequate quantities of potable water and the sanitary disposal of 
wastes； (b) to establish and to promote international agreement on criteria, guides and codes 
of practice with respect to known environmental influences on health; (c) to stimulate the 
development and co-ordination of epidemiological health surveillance by methods including 
environmental monitoring systems to provide basic information on adverse effects on human 
health； (d) to extend the knowledge of effects of environmental factors on human health by 
collection and dissemination of information, stimulation, support and co-ordination of 
research, and assisting in the training of personnel. 

As requested in operative paragraph 3(a) of resolution WHA24.47,^ the implementation to 

date of the above programme, in the limited time since the Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly 

in May 1971, has been carried out to the fullest extent possible within the regular programme 

of the Organization. 

Some intensification of the work in environmental health, particularly in planning for 
1972, 1973 and 1974, was made possible by voluntary contributions made in response to para-
graph 3(d) of resolution WHA24.47. Contributions were received from Belgium (US$ 7994) and 
from the Federal Republic of Germany (US$ 11 429). The capacity of the Division of 
Environmental Health has been strengthened by the transfer of the Occupational Health and 
Radiation Health units to this Division. An agreement was made between WHO and the 
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) for a collaborative programme of 
pre-investment planning in community water supply and wastes disposal, which should make a 
significant contribution towards improving the situation in these areas in developing countries 
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В. WHO ACTIVITIES IN PREPARATION FOR THE UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON THE HUMAN ENVIRONMENT 
IN STOCKHOLM, JUNE 1972 

1. Documentation 

At the request of the United Nations secretariat responsible for preparations for the 

Conference, WHO submitted the following basic papers as background information for the pre-

paration of the position papers and action proposals which will constitute the principal 

working documents of the Conference : 

(a) Water supply, sewage and waste disposal； 

(b) Identification and evaluation of the principal acute and long-term effects of 

environmental agents on man*s health, including genetic effects； 

(c) Human health and welfare factors ; 

(d) Contamination through water contact: criteria, guides and standards for permissible 
levels of human exposure. 

WHO collaborated with the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations 

in preparing a basic paper on "Identification, Effects and Control of Contamination Through 

M a n
f

s Food Chain", and with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in preparing a 

basic paper on "The Environmental Aspects of Natural Resources Management : Specific Problems 

Related to Nuclear Energy and Fossil Fuels". 

In addition, WHO submitted information in response to requests from the United Nations 

secretariat, on health aspects of all topics before the Conference, which will become part of 

the library and reference documentation being prepared for the Conference. 

The importance of this problem led the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination (ACC) to 

establish a functional group consisting of the executive heads of organizations most concerned 

with environmental questions. Work has progressed on a consolidated document to be submitted 

to the Conference by the ACC which describes the present and planned activities and potential 

of the organizations of the United Nations system with respect to the human environment. 

This work, as well as participation in the preparation of position papers and action proposals 

for the Conference, has enabled WHO to implement paragraph 3(b) of resolution WHA24.47. 

Preparation continued on the WHO Monograph "Health Aspects of the Human Environment" out-

lined in the Director-General*s report,1 which it is hoped will be completed in time for the 

Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly and the Conference in Stockholm。 

2• Participation in Meetings 

WHO actively participated in the following formal meetings held in connexion with 

preparations for the Conference： 

(a) Third Session of the Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Conference on 

the Human Environment, New York, 13-24 September 1971； 

(b) Intergovernmental Working Groups on： 

(i) Declaration on the Human Environment, New York, 10-21 May 1971； 

(ii) Marine Pollution, London, 14-18 June 1971, and Ottawa, 7-13 November 1971; 

(iii) Monitoring or Surveillance, Geneva, 16-20 August 1971; 
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(c) Meetings on the Human Environment organized by the United Nations Regional Economic 

Commissions, and the United Nations Economic and Social Office in Beirut (UNESOB): 

(i) Addis Ababa, 23-28 August 1971; 

(ii) Bangkok, 17-23 August 1971; 

(iii) Mexico City, 6-11 September 1971; 

(iv) Beirut, 27 September - 2 October 1971; 

(d) Panel of Experts on Development and Environment, Founex, 4-12 June 1971; 

(e) Informal Meeting to discuss draft documents prepared for the United Nations 

Conference on the Human Environment, Geneva, 11-15 October 1971； 

and is to take part in: 

The Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) Meeting of Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on 

Environmental Problems, Geneva, 29 November - 3 December 1971. 

C. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The activities described in this document have been encompassed within the regular 

programme of the Organization. The report on problems of the human environment
1

 set forth 

that the pace adopted for achieving desired goals would depend upon the availability of 

supplementary funds and the Health Assembly, in operative paragraph 3(d) of WHA24.47, invited 

voluntary contributions from governments and other sources to accelerate efforts and extend the 

scope of activities now limited by insufficient financing. The adoption of this resolution 

fostered the hope that a number of governments would respond to the Health Assembly's 

invitation. As of 1 November 1971 only two governments had so acted and the hope is 

expressed that other governments will take similar action to enable the objectives of the 

Health Assembly to be met. 

It is premature to attempt to predict what concrete proposals or offers of financial 

assistance may be stimulated by the current awareness of environmental problems and by the 

decisions to be taken in Stockholm. At the request of the Stockholm conference secretariat, 

WHO has provided cost estimates for increased activity, notably in the fields of monitoring 

and surveillance of pollutants of international concern, education and training of environ-

mental specialists, and in research on toxicology and environmental health. 
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