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GIFT BY WILL OF A PROPERTY IN ITALY 

The World Health Organization has been made by will the legatee of a property situated in 

San Domeniсо di Fiesole, near Florence, Italy. This property consists of a villa together 

with all its furnishings and contents, the dependencies and surrounding park and gardens, of 

an area of approximately three hectares. 

The residue of the succession of the testator has been divided between two other bene-

ficiaries and, in order to establish the precise situation of the assets and liabilities, an 

inventory has been requested and has been granted by the courts. The inventory was commenced 

on 26 April and is expected to take some time to complete. 

As the potential value of the gift to WHO has appeared to justify WHO'S participation in 

the inventory, a legal counsel has been appointed in Florence to represent the O r g a n i z a t i o n
T

s 

interests. Arrangements have also been made with a firm of fine art auctioneers to make a 

summary evaluation of the contents of the villa. 

Under the provisions of Italian law, a legatee may be called upon by the legal heirs to 

declare his acceptance or rejection of a legacy and in this event the courts will fix a time 

limit within which the legatee must make his decision. 

As it is uncertain how long the inventory may take, the Executive Board might wish to 

consider authorizing the Director-General to take the decision on the acceptance or rejection 

of this legacy on behalf of W H O , in the light of the results of the inventory and to report to 

the Executive Board at a subsequent session. 


