
Forty-seventh Session 

QUESTIONNAIRE ON NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

REQUESTING OFFICIAL RELATIONS WITH WHO
1 

1• Name of organization 

International Association of Fish Meal Manufacturers 

2. Address of headquarters 

70 Wigmore Street, London, W1H 9DL 

3. Addresses of all branch or regional headquarters 

Not applicable, the Association is basically an Association of National Associations. 

4. Membership 

(a) Total number of persons 

Member countries are Belgium, Canada, Chile, Denmark, France, Federal Republic of 

Germany, Netherlands, Iceland, Morocco, Norway, Peru, Portugal, Sweden, South Africa, 

United Kingdom, and United States of America. Other countries including Australia, 

Argentina, Japan, the Republic of Ireland and Spain have participated in Annual 

Conferences as Observers. 

(b) Do these persons pay directly or are the subscriptions paid by affiliated 

organizations? 

By the individual Member Associations or Companies based primarily as a levy per 

ton of national production in accordance with FAO production statistics. 

(c) List affiliated organizations, giving their country, and the total number of persons 

belonging to each. 

Not applicable but the National Associations in practice represent all or most 

Fish Meal Manufacturers in the countries concerned. 

5. General purposes of the organization 

The principal objects of the Association as defined by the Constitution are: 

(a) To carry on the work of organizing and holding conferences. 

organize and finance the interchange of technical and scientific information. (b) To 

(c) To 

interest 

provide an organization to examine and promote all matters which are of general 

to the industry, for example : 

standards of quality, 

laws and regulations affecting the industry, 

such matters as contracts and patents. 
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(d) To represent the Fish Meal Industry internationally (The Association is not 

concerned with quotas, prices or similar matters). 

6. (a) What is the primary function of the organization? 

Please see 5 above. The Association advises its members, through committees and 

working groups, on a very wide range of technical and nutritional matters and on 

commerical matters. 

(b) Secondary functions 

Although not primarily concerned with marine oils the major members are concerned 

with fish body oils and their use (especially in margarine manufacture) and advice is 

given to members on technical, nutritional and commercial matters relating to fish body 

oils. 

7. (a) Does the organization advocate any special health measures or procedures? If so, 

what are these? 

The Association, in conjunction with its Scientific Committee advocates strict 

quality control standards and salmonella precautions and advises members and users on 

these. 

(b) Has the organization any special reservations as to treatment or health procedures? 

If so, what are these? 

No. 

8• Can officially designated representatives speak authoritatively for the membership on 

matters concerned with the stated purposes of the organization? 

Yes, there are regular meetings of the Executive Council and Scientific Committee 

with combined meetings at conferences, so that appropriate representatives to speak 

authoritatively on specific matters can be both nominated and briefed. Members of the 

Scientific Committee include Directors of leading Fishing Industry Research Institutes, 

representatives of the United States Bureau of Commercial Fisheries and FAO. 

9• Specific interest with reference to the work of the World Health Organization 

Quality control standards in feedingstuffs of animals which are in human consump-

tion in both developed and developing countries. The Association is following closely 

the work of the Codex Alimentarius Commission and of FAO in such matters as Pollution 

Control. 

10. Officers 

President Mr Peter Petersen, Giertsen & Co. A/S., Bergen, Norway. 

Vice Senor Carlos del Rio, Pesquería Industrial Santa Marta S.A., 

Presidents Edificio Malaga Santolalla, Avenida Tacna 543, Lima, Peru. 

Mr Abe Shapiro, The Federal Fish Packers Limited, PO Box 4239, 

Cape Town, South Africa. 

Mr Herbert W . S. Wilhelms, Postbrookstrasse 2, -D- 285 Bremerhaven 

Federal Republic of Germany. 

Mr J. M. Gardiner, OBE, The Birches, Dalmuinzie Road, Bieldside, 

Aberdeen, AB1 9EB, Scotland. 
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Director Mr F. W . Burton, Solicitor, 70 Wigmore Street, London, W1H 9DL, England. 

Chairman of Professor G. M . Dreosti, c/o The South African Fish Meal Producers
1 

the Scientific Association (Pty), Ltd., PO Box 2066, Cape Town, South Africa. 

Committee 

Scientific Dr S. M. Barlow, 70 Wigmore Street, London, W1H 9DL, England. 

Secretary 

Honorary Dr John A . Lovern, 5 Binghill Crescent, Milltimber, Aberdeenshire 

Scientific AB1 OHP, Scotland. 

Consultant 

The Director, who is a British lawyer and is also Secretary of the 

United Kingdom Association of Fish Meal Manufacturers, and the 

Scientific Secretary, who trained as a bio-chemist, are paid officials 

of the Association. Remaining officers work in a voluntary capacity. 

11. Structure 

(a) The Executive Council and Scientific Committee meet annually in the spring, and 

there are separate and joint meetings and a Formal Session at annual conferences which 

are normally held in the autumn in each year. Ad hoc working groups and scientific 

panels are appointed for specific projects. Each Member Association or Company 

nominates members of the Executive Council and Scientific Committee, 

(b) The Ninth Annual Conference was held from 6-10 October 1969. The Tenth Annual 

Conference will be held from 28 September to 2 October 1970. The Scientific Committee 

met at College Park, University of Maryland, Maryland, United States of America, in 

April 1970, and the Executive Council Meeting in Washington DC in April 1970. Their 

next meetings are expected to be held in Copenhagen in April 1971 as it is the 

Association's policy to visit member countries whenever possible as industrial 

installations and research institutes can also be visited in conjunction with meetings. 

(c) One vote per Member country. 

(d) The Association has Specialized Consultative Status with FAO, and enjoyed liaison 

Status from 1960-1969• FAO is represented at conferences and committee meetings. 

12. Finances 

The main budget is met from the levies referred to in 4(b) above and annual conferences 

are largely financed from registration fees. Special levies are made for special purposes, 

for instance, a Post Doctoral Research Fellow has recently been appointed to the Food Research 

Institute at Norwich, England, for work on mechanisms of factors which can cause taint in 

poultry and pigs. See copies of the accounts for the financial years ended 31 October 1966, 

1967, 1968 and 1969.
1 

13. History 

The Association was formed at an International Meeting of Fish Meal Manufacturers and 

Scientists advising the Industry, in Madrid, in November 1959, when it was decided that a 

formal organization be set up following a series of International Meetings during the 1950s 

in Paris, London (two meetings) and South Africa. All these meetings and subsequent 

1
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conferences, which have been held in Paris, Lisbon, London, Lima, Vienna, Cape Town, Bergen, 

Bremen and Cannes, have been characterized by participation of, and close collaboration between, 

Fish Meal producers and scientists of a variety of disciplines advising the industry. Members 

of the Scientific Committee include Directors of leading fisheries institutes and prominent 

nutritionists. The Association has, since its inception, issued regular News Summaries 

(Number 29 is with the printers), background information for brochures and papers on the use 

of Fish Meal for specific classes of livestock, guidance to the industry on the status of 

competing proteins or new sources of protein, salmonella precautions, etc. The Association 

has published (in four languages) methods of analysis suitable as reference methods for the 

industry and advice on sampling. Much work has been done on preparation and use of Fish 

Protein Concentrate. Advice has been given to ensure the best inclusion and use of fish 

meal in computerized ration formulations. Advice on use of antioxidants and various methods 

of determining Fish Meal quality has been issued and is continuing. A mechanical method of 

determining oil content is being developed. 

The Association was granted Liaison Status with FAO in 1960 and participated actively 

in the FAO Fish Meal Meeting in Rome in 1961. The Director assisted in drafting the recom-

mendations of the Meeting. The founder President, Mr J. M. Gardiner, Dr J. A . Lovern the 

then Chairman of the Scientific Committee, Professor G . M . Dreosti the present Scientific 

Committee Chairman participated in the 1961 Fish in Nutrition Conference in Washington. 

The Association was the only trade association invited to participate in the FAO/Industry 

Relations Committee which was formed in 1966. The Association co-operates with OECD. 

The Association has held meetings in most member countries as well as in Rome in 

conjunction with a visit to FAO and a meeting of a Common Market Committee on Animal 

Production. 

As a result of apprehensions concerning possible over-supply in 1963, the Association 

commissioned an economic report which in fact disproved this, but has since used an Economic 

Consultant to interpret trends. A major survey, using well known market researchers, was 

made into the market for Fish Meal in EEC countries in 1967. 

14. Activities 

Activities since late 1969 have included: A Symposium for Compounders and Concentrates 

Manufacturers held in Amsterdam in October 1969. The Annual Conference Scientific Committee 

and Executive Council Meetings mentioned above. The Meeting of the newly established Future 

Projects Group, which will examine continuously the future position and status of Fish Meal, 

from catching to use, over the next 10 year period. Such examination will include use of 

Fish Protein Concentrate, its manufacture and the necessary quality standards. This has a 

great bearing on the work of WHO and the Protein Advisory Group. Part of the Scientific 

Committee Meeting in Maryland was devoted to a full-day Meeting at the United States National 

Center for FPC. In addition, at this Meeting, there was a review paper (copy enclosed) on 

the future status of Single Cell Proteins and work on such possibly competing products is 

being carefully studied. 

As indicated under item 12, a Post Doctoral Research Fellow has just been appointed for 

a special project, to the Food Research Institute, Norwich, England. It is intended to 

undertake other aspects of fundamental research from time to time. 

The first of the Association's Technical Bulletins is about to be published. 

There will be an Annual Conference Meeting in Cannes in late September, 1970, and 

Executive Council and Scientific Committee Meetings in Copenhagen in April 1971• The 

Association is collaborating in a further Symposium for Compounders and Concentrates 

Manufacturers, held by Common Market and German Manufacturers and Importers, in Hamburg 

in 1970, and proposes holding a further Symposium in Amsterdam, in October 1971. 
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During the past year, there has been very close collaboration with FAO in the preparation 

of a paper which has just been published on the Available Amino Acid Content of Fish Meals, by 

Dr E. L. Miller, of Cambridge University. The first Technical Bulletin to be issued by the 

Association will be an examination of this paper, which exhaustively reviews work on Available 

Amino Acid Content of Fish Meals, and demonstrates that this availability is not less than 

that of Soya. 

15. Publications 

(a) Record of Proceedings of Annual Conferences, annually. 

(b) Minutes of Executive Council and Scientific Committee, following Meetings. 

(c) News Summary - 2-3 times a year. 

(d) Special Scientific and other papers prior to Conference and Meetings and when 

needed on an ad hoc basis (see also reply to 14 above). 

16• Documentation1 

Constitution 

A record of the 1967, 1968 and 1969 conferences, and Presidents Report and Report of 

Chairman of Scientific Committee. 

1 Held by the Secretariat. 


