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1. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION 

CLÓTURE DE LA SESSION 

ЗАКРЫТИЕ СЕССИИ АССАMБЛEИ 
СLAU5URА DE LA REUNION 

The PRESIDENT: The meeting is called to order. 

A few delegations have asked for the floor. The first speaker on my list is the delegate 
of Turkey, Dr Alan. 

Le Dr ALAN (Turquie) : Monsieur le Président, Docteur Candau, Mesdames et Messieurs les 
délégués, Mesdames et Messieurs, il est devenu presque une tradition, à la fin de chaque 
Assemblée, qu'un délégué de chaque Région prenne la parole pour adresser des remerciements et 

des félicitations au Président et à tous ceux qui contribuent au succès des travaux de 
l'Assemblée. Quand il m'a été demandé d'accomplir cette tâche aussi agréable que lourde, au 

nom de la Région européenne, j'ai eu un moment d'hésitation et mon témoin se trouve dans la 

salle. Si j'ai eu ce moment d'hésitation, c'était de peur de ne pouvoir être un bon interprète 
des sentiments de mes collègues. Mais, par ailleurs, j'ai été très heureux d'être choisi, étant 

honoré, Monsieur le Président, de votre amitié depuis de nombreuses années, et il m'est très 
agréable maintenant de vous adresser, au nom de la Région européenne, notre hommage, toute 

notre sympathie et toute notre admiration pour la façon avec laquelle vous avez conduit les 

débats. 

Cette année, l'Assemblée a présenté trois particularités, tout au moins à mes yeux. En 

premier lieu, elle a été relativement calme par rapport á celles des dernières années, et nous 

vous avons vu parfois, Monsieur le Président, surtout quand il s'agissait de questions épineuses, 
manipuler le marteau présidentiel avec maîtrise et autorité. En second lieu, même les déléga- 
tions les plus difficiles - parmi lesquelles se trouve la mienne - ont voté le budget et, si 

l'on omet quelques abstentions, on peut considérer que celui -ci a été adopté à l'unanimité. Je 

dois me tourner vers le Dr Candau, notre éminent Directeur général, pour louer le tact avec 
lequel il nous a présenté ce budget; qu'il me soit permis, à cette occasion, de lui réitérer 
ma haute estime et mon admiration. Enfin, Monsieur le Président, nous sommes tous satisfaits 
qu'il ait été possible de clore, aujourd'hui les débats de l'Assemblée un jour avant la date 
prévue. 

Je ne voudrais pas manquer de remercier tous ceux qui, visibles ou invisibles, ont apporté 
leur concours aussi bien lors des séances qu'en dehors des séances, et de leur dire sincèrement 
que nous avons beaucoup apprécié le travail qu'ils ont effectué. Je suis toujours frappé de la 

qualité des rapports et des documents qui nous sont soumis, et je dois certainement un remer- 
ciement particulier à tous ceux qui les préparent et nous les soumettent. Que dire de mes amis 

. les interprètes, sans lesquels il aurait été difficile aux délégués qui parlent différentes 
langues de s'entendre. Et je suis sûr, Monsieur le Président, qu'en ce moment mêmе oú je 

m'exprime en français, ma pensée est mieux traduite dans les autre langues... Je voudrais même 
remercier les huissiers, Monsieur le Président : Au début, ils étaient un peu sévères, ils nous 

demandaient "Votre carte, Monsieur" à la porte, mais au fur et à mesure qu'ils nous ont connus, 
ils nous ouvraient la porte, un petit sourire aux lèvres. Je crois n'avoir oublié personne mais, 

si je l'avais fait, ce n'est pas intentionnellement et, de grâce, qu'on me le pardonne. 

The PRESIDENT: Thank you, Dr Alan. The next speaker on my list is the delegate of 
Nigeria, Dr Adesuyi. 

Dr ADESUYI (Nigeria): Mr President, Director -General, we have come to the end of the 
Twenty- fourth World Health Assembly. It is indeed a great honour and privilege for me, on 

this occasion of the closure of the Twenty -fourth World Health Assembly, to propose a vote of 
thanks on behalf of the African delegations. I would like to thank the African group for 
this honour which has been accorded my delegation, and we pledge our full service to the group 
for the next year until we hand over to another distinguished delegation. 



A24/VR/18 
page 4 

I would like to offer my sincere thanks, first of all, Mr President, to you for the great 

energy and enthusiasm which you, with the full support of the General Committee and the 
Chairmen and other officers of our main committees, have brought to the proceedings of this 
twenty -fourth session. This vitality - which was of course to be expected of a gallant knight, 
which you are, sir - was often reflected in the stroke of your hammer, which kept delegates fully 
alert and positively responsive to the proceedings, both in the General Committee and in plenary 
sessions. This, together with your complete mastery of the relevant procedures, has happily 
enabled us to complete our work ahead of schedule. We congratulate you most warmly, 
Mr President, for the great honour and dignity with which you have so effectively discharged 
your duties to this Assembly, thus maintaining the great tradition of your distinguished 
predecessors in this high office. 

Next, my thanks must go to the Director -General and to the representatives of the 
Executive Board, who have placed at our disposal such masterly reports and documents, and also 
guided us through the many intricacies of our proceedings. With the Director -General, I must 

associate the Deputy Director -General, the Assistant Directors -General, and the many experts in 
the Secretariat who have done so much groundwork to make our task easy, and who have so 
willingly provided answers to our many inquiries, both inside and outside the Assembly and 
committee meetings. 

The high quality of the documents prepared for us 
growing recognition of the need for flexibility in the 
meet the varied requirements of our respective regions 
possible for these documents to find ready acceptance, 
among our delegations. 

indicates quite clearly to us the 
formulation of programmes in order to 
and countries; and this has made it 
and often even unanimity of agreement, 

I extend my thanks also to our regional directors, who have been at hand to give us advice 
and to hold a watching brief, if I may put it this way, over our interests and our programme 
proposals. I wish to take this opportunity to pay a very warm tribute to Dr Alfred Quenum, 
our energetic and resourceful Director for the African Region, who has shown such dynamism in 
his leadership and such intimate understanding of the health problems in our region that we 
have come to regard him as an embodiment of WHO's principles and ideals in our part of the 
world. Some of us have been privileged to welcome him in our countries and we would like to 
assure him that we are always ready to receive him again. 

The WHO Secretariat is such a big organization that it would take much time to propose 
a vote of thanks all round. Nevertheless, we cannot fail to remember the interpreters who 
have put us in effective communication with one another, the office staff who helped us with 
our memoranda, documentation and correspondence, the ladies and gentlemen at the reception 
desks who so cheerfully attended to our multifarious needs, the courteous porters and drivers, 

and indeed all of those who contributed in various ways to the success of our meeting. We 
thank them all. 

Mr President, I recall that, at our opening session, the Assembly received a kind 
message of welcome from the representative of the Swiss Authorities. I would like, on this 

occasion, to thank the Authorities for that message, and to assure them that in spite of the 

revaluation of the Swiss franc, which hit many of our delegations, we have as usual had a 

pleasant stay in Geneva, and that we shall be back again. The weather has been kind to us, 

perhaps the abundant sunshine has something to do with the presence here of so many African 
delegations: Indeed, the general atmosphere of Geneva, particularly at this time of year, 

can scarcely be surpassed for the holding of international meetings. In this connexion, I 

must pay tribute to the fathers of the Organization, who in their great wisdom, chose the month 

of May for the meetings of the World Health Assembly in Geneva. This is the time when fields 

are velvety green and flowers bloom in great abundance. Delegates engaged in heated debates 

who care to lift their heads momentarily over the microphones and gaze through the wide windows 

of the Palais des Nations, cannot escape being struck - and indeed cooled down - by the mitigating 

effect of the beautiful spectacle, which may contribute significantly to the understanding often 

reached on many controversial issues. 
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Looking back on our work at this Assembly, we can say that it has been a very successful 
meeting in many ways. We have, of course, not achieved all our aims; we believe that, with 
time, we shall gradually overcome our outstanding difficulties. Some of the nations of the 
world which have a right to be here with us as Members of the World Health Organization are 
still not yet with us - the great people of China, the progressive people of the German 
Democratic Republic and, indeed, several others. We believe that only those can justifiably 
be kept away from this Assembly whose practices, and whose ideologies, conflict with the 
Constituion of WHO. We believe also that all others must join hands with us as full partners 
in this Organization, in order to make it a truly comprehensive world body with the best 
possibilities of bringing the health philosophy of WHO to the overwhelming majority of peoples 
of the world. 

Finally, I wish to thank the delegations for the increasingly evident spirit of give and 
take which has enabled the Assembly to reach substantial agreement, and sometimes even 
unanimity, on many burning health issues. It is the hope of African delegations at this 
Assembly that this spirit will flourish through the years, in the true spirit of international 
co- operation and understanding, for the progressive advancement of the health and happiness of 
the world community. 

It now remains for me, to wish all the delegations a safe journey to their respective 
homes and to express the hope that we shall meet again happily at the next Assembly, next 
year. 

The PRESIDENT: Thank you, Dr Adesuyi. The next speaker on my list is the delegate of 
the United Arab Republic, Dr Badawi. 

Dr BADAWI (United Arab Republic): Mr President, distinguished delegates and colleagues, 
I have the honour to speak on behalf of the Members of the Eastern Mediterranean Region on 
this occasion - the closing session of the Twenty- fourth World Health Assembly. 

On their behalf, I would like to thank you, Mr President, your Vice -Presidents and the 
Chairmen, Vice -Chairmen and Rapporteurs of the committees, for the able and effective guidance 
throughout the many meetings that have taken place. I would like to pay tribute to you, 
Mr President, for the excellent manner in which you have conducted the sessions and for the 
wise leadership you provided throughout. 

I am sure I am expressing the sentiments of all Members of our region when I also 
extend our very sincere thanks to Dr Taba, our Regional Director, for the competent way in 
which he leads the WHO programme in our region. 

We can confidently say that this year's Assembly has been an extremely successful one, 
and much of its success is due to the excellent preparatory work done by the Executive 
Board, our Director -General, Dr Candau, and his Secretariat - to all of whom we must give our 
thanks, 

We trust that our long and interesting discussions will -have beneficial effects on the 
promotion of health throughout the world. Our main task is to ensure that the vast amount 
of knowledge gathered under the aegis of the World Health Organization is disseminated to 
every institution or any individual who endeavours to help in alleviating the ills that 
beset mankind. I am sure that, after the usual discussions we have had here, every one 
of us will go home with renewed enthusiasm to find ways and means of revitalizing the health 
and allied programmes in our countries and of bringing into force the resolutions which 
have been passed here, 

I wish you all a safe journey home. 

The PRESIDENT: Thank you, Dr Badawi. The next speaker on my list is the delegate of 
Ceylon, Mr Pathmarajah. 



A24/VR/18 
page 6 

Mr PATHMARAJAH (Ceylon): Mr President, Dr Candau, distinguished delegates, the Ceylon 
delegation is indeed proud, pleased and privileged to have been given this opportunity to 
speak on behalf of the South -East Asia Region. For me personally this has been a unique 
experience - unique because it is at very few of these organizations that meetings have been 
organized in such a meticulously business -like way, where meetings have commenced promptly on 
time, recessed at stated intervals, and adjourned for the day at the appointed hour. There 
has not been the waste and shame of pre -conference wrangling for posts, the agony of late -night 
meetings, the doubtful satisfaction of the negotiated compromise at the penultimate hour. 
All this is substantially due to the persons you can see seated on the rostrum behind me. 

We have a President this year who knows his own mind and has no hesitation in dealing 
decisively and firmly - yet withal fairly - with all interventions from the floor, from points 
of order to points of procedure. We sincerely thank Sir William Refshauge for his very 
effective and satisfactory presidency. He has been supported in this task by the 
Vice- Presidents - only one of whom I see here at the present time - who, when they have stood 
in for the chief, have themselves emulated his worthy example. It is remarkable that no 
issues have created rancour. Touchy and inflammable issues have been discussed and voted upon 
with dignity and decorum and this is a rare phenomenon in international assemblies. 

For the preparation of documents for the conference, for the organization of the schedule 
of work, and for holding together his many varied departments and getting the best out of all of 
them, we owe our sincere and heartfelt thanks to Dr Candau, whom only last week a British 
newspaper described as a most percipient international civil servant because, they said, he 

asked for a 7 per cent, increase in the budget and expenses of his Organization in accurate 
anticipation on the eve of the revaluation of the Swiss franc. Some not so percipient 
delegates with dollar travellers' cheques in their wallets, however, spent an anxious weekend. 
Behind Dr Candau is the sturdy phalanx of his deputies and assistants, his professional, 
secretarial and general services staff - all these, seen and unseen backroom and frontroom 
boys and girls, all of whom have contributed in their own individual way to the success of this 
Assembly. 

The two Chairmen of the two committees, Dr Bauhofer of Austria and Dr Al- Adwani of Kuwait, 

the Vice -Chairmen and Rapporteurs are also deserving of our thanks. Theirs has not been an 
enviable task and they have executed this responsibility fairly and capably. 

The Chairman and members of the Executive Board are others to whom we owe our grateful 
thanks, as they made the work of the delegates so much easier. 

I would be failing in my duty if I did not take this opportunity to thank the Regional 

Director of the Regional Office for South -East Asia, Dr V. T. H. Gunaratne, who has at all 

times been mindful of the needs and expectations of the area under his jurisdiction, and who 

continues to strive for the improvement and amelioration of what is, in terms of population, 

perhaps the densest regional area in WHO, with all its attendant health problems. He 

fulfils this demanding role in exemplary fashion. 

We must also not forget those indispensable and hard -worked persons hidden behind the plate 

glasses of the recesses in the eyrie of this hall and earlier behind the booths of the 

committee rooms and who have worked hard to see that no communication gaps arise. We say 

thank you to them. 

Finally, we have met in this very beautiful and very hospitable City, Canton and Republic 

of Geneva. In order to particularly please us, even continuously good weather has been laid 

on for us. We thank the Authorities of the City, Canton and Republic of Geneva for these 

exceptional courtesies, and for the other facilities extended. They could not have marked the 

occasion of the closure of this Assembly more suitably than by declaring today a public holiday, 

even if it was for Ascension Day. 

Fellow delegates, happy landings, bon voyage and au revoir till this time next year. 
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The PRESIDENT: Thank you Mr Pathmarajah. The next speaker on my list is the delegate 
of the Philippines, Dr Cruz. 

Dr CRUZ (Philippines): Mr President, as our Assembly closes, I have the greatest honour 
in expressing, on behalf of my colleagues in the Western Pacific Region, our appreciation of 
the efficient manner in which you, Mr President, have presided over our deliberations. Your 

tactful but firm leadership steered us away from rough waters and permitted us to go through 
our agenda with dispatch. 

We also wish to thank the Vice -Presidents, the Chairmen, Vice -Chairmen and Rapporteurs of 
the main committees and the Chairman of the Technical Discussions, all of whom have served 
magnificently. 

We extend our thanks to the Director -General, Dr Candau, and his staff, including those 
who did their jobs behind the scenes. 

We are grateful to our fellow delegates for their co- operation in adhering to the request 

to limit their speeches to 10 minutes. Because everyone co- operated, it has been possible to 
close our Assembly in less than three weeks. I do hope that by confining our statements to 

the specific points raised in the agenda, working papers and reports, we shall be able to 
complete our business in two weeks in the future. This is not difficult to achieve and will 

even result in savings on the cost of the World Health Assembly. 

Finally, to our Regional Director, Dr Francisco Dy, we wish to extend our grateful 
appreciation for the stable leadership that he has provided in the development of health 
programmes for the Western Pacific. 

The PRESIDENT: Thank you, Dr Cruz. The next speaker on my list is the delegate of 
Canada, Dr Layton. 

Dr LAYTON (Canada): Mr President, Mr Director -General, distinguished delegates, on an 
earlier occasion - the Twenty -first World Health Assembly, to be precise - I was invited by the 
Member countries of the Americas to convey on their behalf an expression of appreciation and 
respect to the President - at the time our esteemed friend, Professor Aujaleu of France. 
I must confess I felt somewhat of an intruder, being the only representative from the Region 
of the Americas not enjoying membership in our sister agency, the Pan American Health 
Organization. I was indeed honoured at that time. 

Once again, since this is a very special occasion for Canada, the Member nations of the 
Americas have extended this privilege to me. But today I am an honest man - almost. As you 
know, my Government has decided to apply formally this year for membership in PAHO and, 
hopefully, the Directing Council of that body, at its meeting this coming September, will 
respond in the affirmative. Canada will indeed be honoured to take its place with our fellow 
Americans, South, Central, Caribbean and North. 

Mr President, I am not here to dwell at this late date on my personal gratification, but 

I did feel it desirable to establish some element of my legitimacy vis -h -vis the Americas. 
It is you, sir, who must brace yourself as the target of my all too inadequate remarks. 

Mr President, from the outset you have clearly demonstrated your singular and special 

ability to conduct the affairs of the governing body of WHO - the Twenty- fourth World Health 
Assembly. I might even go so far as to say you have quite effectively - and audibly - kept 
us alert and attentive, particularly in the meetings of the General Committee. We of the 
Americas commend your gentle, polite but firm control over the Assembly, which on occasion may 
be mildlyfractious, sometimes perhaps a little frustrated, but never rebellious - at least 

overtly. 

In putting these thoughts together, Mr President, I tried - vainly, I must admit - to find 

something I could say which was not constantly complimentary, but here I confess my failure - at 

least in terms of your presidency and the benign influence you have exerted outside the formal 
sessions. I did succeed in one respect, however, but only by recalling on one occasion your 
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impromptu linguistic exercises while in transit to and from the Assembly. I was able to 
detect one slight shortcoming in your otherwise immeasurable capabilities: and for one who 
comes from an officially bilingual country, it comes hard for me to admit this, but in the 
matter of French conversation I am afraid we are both losers. 

May I take this opportunity to pay a special tribute to the two stalwart gentlemen who 
have so ably - in military parlance with which you are all too familiar - covered your flanks, 
in the position in which you preside over us. May I also include the Regional Directors and 
all of the Secretariat, including the officers of this Assembly and the Committees, in this 
tribute, and without detriment to any of these distinguished people mention particularly 
our own Regional Director, Dr Abraham Horwitz. 

Sir, regrettably you will soon disappear physically from among us, as we too will disperse 
to our respective homes. But your presidential presence will continue and endure with us 
throughout the coming year until you reappear at the Twenty -fifth World Health Assembly to pass 
your gavel - rubber -padded, we hope - to your successor. 

And so we of the Americas wish you and all delegates, good fortune, safe passage and 
continuing health in the years to come. For my final thought may I, in the words of one of 

the more delightful languages of our Region, express the thought hasta la vista. 

The PRESIDENT: Thank you, Dr Layton. As I have no more speakers on my list, I am now 
going to address you in accordance with the tradition set by my distinguished - indeed 
illustrious - predecessors. 

It would not be possible for me to review everything that has been accomplished during 
this Assembly. Nor would I be competent in any way to do so. I shall, therefore, confine 
myself to some of those points that, to me, have seemed to be the more important. 

It has always delighted me to see the membership of the World Health Organization expand, 
and this year I was pleased to preside over the admission of the one hundred and thirtieth 
Member. 

I believe it is 

practice tomorrow. 
procedure around the 
adverse reactions to 
administrative proced 
the way for new, more 
health in the future. 

true that many of the proposals we discuss today become administrative 
Just as the International Health Regulations have become routine 
world so too will such arrangements as the international monitoring of 

drugs and the code of good manufacturing practice become routine 
ures. And, indeed, the other discussions of this Assembly will pave 
refined and more efficient administrative practices in the field of 

The discussion on the level of the effective working budget always stimulates great 
interest. This year was no exception, and the result of the debate, though not unanimous 

as I am sure we would all have wished, was convincing - both in the acceptance of the level 

and in the spirit of goodwill in which it was debated. I was particularly impressed with the 

concern expressed by the Director -General at the increase in contributions to be made by the 
developing countries. This should be a matter of concern for all of us, and our Executive 

Board may wish to ponder over this problem. 

During this Assembly the immense value of our Organization to the peoples of the world 

has been demonstrated time and time again. The problems of pollution of the human environment 

were discussed at great length, and the decision taken by the Assembly leaves no doubt as to 

where the World Health Organization stands in its concern to ensure a safe and clean 

environment for all peoples and in the measures that it sees necessary for our Organization 

to take. 

I should mention here that the high standard and quality of the reports to the Assembly, 

prepared and submitted by the Director -General, were nowhere more exemplified than in the 

document he prepared on the problems of the human environment. I have no doubt that this 

document will become a "best- seller" and so it should. 
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The severe cholera pandemic was discussed in considerable depth, and the number of 
speakers during the discussion was indicative of the concern felt by the Assembly. The 
decision of the Assembly reflects the great appreciation of all Members for the swift and 
effective action taken by the Director -General during this pandemic. It also ensures that 
the Organization will continue to respond rapidly and effectively to the continuing needs 
caused by this pandemic and that further studies will be undertaken for the development of 
more effective methods for prevention and control of cholera. 

The two great campaigns - the malaria and smallpox eradication programmes - which are 
probably the greatest campaigns in the field of health undertaken in history, are both making 
progress. Indeed, the results of the smallpox eradication campaign are most encouraging and 
give hope for a successful conclusion within the time span allotted to it. I believe that, 
when this happens, the status and prestige of the World Health Organization will be further 
enhanced. 

The problem of the health hazards of cigarette smoking is perhaps one of the most 
difficult problems to solve, not because of any lack of knowledge of the cause of the health 
hazards, not because of any lack of knowledge of what measures can be taken, but because the 
means of eliminating those hazards have a great impact on other areas - social, economic, 
and even political. The Assembly has dealt with this problem wisely, emphasizing as it 
does the significant role of health education, as well as indicating approaches to dealing 
with some of these other effects. 

In order to achieve the objectives set out in the Constitution of the World Health 
Organization, large resources are needed. Apart from the financial and material resources 
needed, manpower in the health field is one of our greatest problems. It therefore gave me 
great pleasure that the Assembly devoted adequate time to the discussion of the training of 
national health personnel. The resolution adopted by the Assembly on this vital issue was 
certainly a big step forward in our endeavours to attain our objectives within a reasonable 
period. 

Although not an integral part of the work of the Assembly, I should like to mention once 
again the high quality of the technical discussions. I am sure the report of those discus- 
sions will be an invaluable guide to many Members who are already facing the problem of mass 
health examinations. 

This Assembly was unique in that it was honoured in having so many outstanding addresses 
from the winners of the Léon Bernard, Darling, and Dr A. T. Shousha Foundation Awards. We 
also had the privilege of hearing a most interesting lecture by Professor Lambo, organized 
by the Jacques Parisot Foundation. 

While dealing with the many burning health problems of today and planning for the action 
of tomorrow, we have not forgotten to scrutinize the administrative and financial services of 
the Organization, as well as the methods of work of the Assembly itself. New measures 
have been adopted in a continuous search for more effective management of the Organization and 
for further rationalization of the Assembly's procedures. As our Organization belongs to the 
great family of the United Nations, it is but natural that all our actions and decisions, be 
they on programme matters or on administrative matters, should be concerned with the aims and 
objectives of the United Nations and with the functioning of the United Nations system as a 

whole. This is not always an easy task. The organizational study on co- ordination, which 
was reviewed by the Twenty -third World Health Assembly, has amply demonstrated the complexity 
of co- ordination, but also the necessity for it. The number of co- ordination subjects and 
related reports that we have had on our agenda has confirmed the soundness of the findings 
that were reached by the Health Assembly last year and the conclusion that co- ordination is 

"a necessary means for our Organization to fulfil its own aims and to contribute effectively 
to the attainment of the common objectives of the United Nations system ". For living 
together and working together is the fundamental maxim on which we build our societies and 
the world as a whole. 
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Once again we have finished our work in time - in fact, ahead of time - in spite of an 
agenda that was a long one and full of important items and on which we have adopted 60 
resolutions. That we have finished in time is due to many factors, not the least of which 
is the flexible method of allotting items to the two main committees. 

I have to thank the representatives of the Executive Board, Dr Juricic and Dr Ehrlich, 
for the contribution they have made throughout our deliberations. Му thanks are also due 
to the Chairmen of the two main committees, Dr Al -Adwani and Dr Bauhofer, their Vice -Chairmen 
and their Rapporteurs, who have been unsparing in their efforts, as a result of which those 
two committees functioned very smoothly and most efficiently. To the Vice -Presidents of the 

Assembly I give my personal thanks, for without their support my burden would surely have been 
much greater. (I am glad at least one has survived by apparent hard driving - and I believe 
that is thanks to his naval upbringing.) 

I should also like to add my own personal appreciation of the efficiency and care with 
which the Secretariat prepared the proceedings of the Assembly and its committees, as well as 
of the work of the whole staff of the World Health Organization, the Assistant 
Directors -General and the Regional Directors and their staffs, and indeed all those inside 

and outside this room who have helped to make this Assembly so successful. 

Dr Dorolle, our Deputy Director -General, is the solid support of the President. He is the 

one who ensures that the President sticks to the correct rules of procedure, and it is he 

who guides the President's steps throughout the Assembly. Ti you, sir, my heartfelt and 
warmest thanks. 

It is always a very great pleasure to thank our very distinguished Director -General, 
whose wisdom and council have been forthcoming at all times with great charm and courtesy. 
Without his help, without his guidance, the work of the Assembly would suffer materially. 
The pre -eminence of the World Health Organization as a specialized agency is due in large 
measure to his highly effective and outstanding leadership. Thank you, sir. 

Finally, I wish to thank you, dear colleagues, for the way in which you have assisted me 
in the conduct of this Assembly. The tolerance, the moderation and the dedication shown by 
all of you throughout this Assembly have been in the very highest traditions of this splendid 
humanitarian organization. The outstanding impression I had of this Assembly is the 
extremely friendly and co- operative attitude that seemed to pervade all our discussions - the 
frankness, yet moderation, with which even the most difficult of the items on the agenda 
have been discussed. 

Professor Aujaleu, in his closing address at the Twenty -first World Health Assembly, 
mentioned that the Assembly then had reached almost complete maturity. Although his 
stipulation for complete maturity was that not one hour would be devoted to the raising of 
political problems, I feel that all the questions with political overtones were discussed in 
such a way as not to offend and with a delicacy that does indeed show that this great 
Organization, our Organization, is moving rapidly towards this goal. 

Ladies and gentlemen, my dear colleagues, we have entered upon an era which the 
United Nations has termed the Second Development Decade. To achieve our objectives, there is 

a need for a great co- ordinated and co- operative effort. The atmosphere at this Assembly 
- the spirit of goodwill, the desire to co- operate and, where necessary, to compromise - has 

been one of its most notable achievements. It is this feature that has established the 
World Health Organization in such a special position among its sister agencies. I believe 
that, if the example set by the World Health Organization and its Assembly in its spirit of 

co- operation and goodwill could apply throughout the United Nations family, the coming 

Development Decade could bring to us such changes in the quality of life as have been the 
aspirations and dreams of the best talents and the most noble minds of the medical world. 
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There is nothing more for me to say, my dear colleagues, except to thank you once again 
for your very warm friendship and to wish you a safe and happy journey back to your own 
countries and to your families. 

I now declare the Twenty- fourth World Health Assembly closed. 

The session closed at 4..50 p.m. 

La session est close á 16h,50. 

Сессия закрылась в 16 часов 50 минyт 
Se clausura la reunión a las 16,50 horas 


