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1. DRAFT FIRST REPORT OF COMMITTEE В (Document А24/в/22)

Dr DOLGOR (Mongolia), Rapporteur, introduced the draft first report of Committee B 

(document A24/ b/22).

Decision: The report was adopted.

2. MEMBERS IN ARREARS IN THE PAYMENT OF THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS TO A N  EXTENT WHICH MAY INVOKE 

ARTICLE 7 OF THE CONSTITUTION: Item 3.12.3 of the Agenda (Resolutions WHA8.13, para. 2; 

WHA16.20, part II, paras 2 and 4; Official Records No. 189; Resolutions EB47.R18, 

EB47.R19, EB47.R20, EB47.R21, EB47.R22, EB47.R23) (continued)

Dr DOLGOR (Mongolia), Rapporteur, read out the following draft resolution:

The Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board on 

Members in arrears in the payment of their contributions to an extent which may invoke 

the provisions of Article 7 of the Constitution;

Having noted with regret and concern that Bolivia, the Dominican Republic,

El Salvador, Haiti and Paraguay are in arrears to such an extent that it is necessary 

for the Assembly to consider, in accordance with Article 7 of the Constitution, 
whether or not the voting privileges of these Members should be suspended;

Recognizing the efforts made by Bolivia, El Salvador, Haiti and Paraguay to 

liquidate their arrears;

Noting the proposal made by Haiti for the settlement of its outstanding 

contributions ;

Noting the communication of the Dominican Republic indicating that the necessary 

arrangements are being made to effect payment; and

Recalling the provisions of resolution WHA8.13,

1. DECIDES not to suspend the voting privileges of Bolivia, the Dominican Republic,

El Salvador, Haiti and Paraguay at the Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly;

2. ACCEPTS the proposal of Haiti for the settlement of its outstanding contributions,

i.e. to apply the payment of $ 6280 received on 23 April 1971 to the 1971 contributions, 

notwithstanding the provisions of Financial Regulation 5.6; to liquidate the balance 

of the 1971 contributions by eight monthly payments of $ 3000 each; to liquidate the 

consolidated arrears of contributions for the period 1962 to 1970 in twenty equal 

annual instalments, the first instalment of which being the payment made in December 1970 

of $ 6655.55;
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3. DECIDES that if the arrangements specified in paragraph 2 above are fulfilled by 

Haiti it will be unnecessary for future Assemblies to invoke the provisions of paragraph 2 

of resolution WHA8.13, and that notwithstanding the provisions of Financial Regulation 5.6, 

payments of contributions of Haiti for the year 1972 and future years shall be credited

to the year concerned; and

4. REQUESTS the Director-General to communicate this resolution to the Members 

concerned.

Dr CAYLA (France) suggested, in consultation with the Belgian delegate, that, in the 

French text, the opening phrase of the second preambular paragraph of the draft resolution 

should read "notant avec regret et inquiétude".

Dr SACKS, Secretary, said that the suggested change in the French text did not entail any 

alteration in the English text and that the French text would be changed as requested by the 

delegate of France.

Mr URQUIOLA (Philippines) said that Haiti had proposed arrangements to liquidate its 

outstanding contributions. He inquired what arrangements had been made by the other countries 

named in the draft resolution.

Mr FURTH, Assistant Director-General, said that, on 26 April 1971, a cable had been 

received from the Minister of Public Health and Social Welfare of El Salvador, stating that 

the Ministry of Finance was arranging the transfer of the 1969 contribution, which would arrive 

soon. In October 1970, Paraguay had paid the balance of its contribution for 1967 and 

Bolivia had very recently paid a sum of US$ 5000.

Decision : The draft resolution was approved.

3. REVOLVING FUND FOR TEACHING AND LABORATORY EQUIPMENT FOR MEDICAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING: 

Item 3.14 of the Agenda (Resolution WHA19.7, para. 6. Official Records No. 182, 

para. 270; Official Records No. 189, resolution EB47.R9 and Annex 6)

Dr EHRLICH, representative of the Executive Board, said that, in accordance with the 

provisions of resolution WHA19.7, the Director-General had made a report on the operation of 

the Revolving Fund which was to be found in Official Records No. 189, Annex 6. The Executive 

Board had also reviewed the position and had adopted resolution EB47.R9, recommending the 

adoption by the Health Assembly of a resolution to maintain the Revolving Fund at its present 

level, since the Board was of the opinion that there was no reason at present to justify any 

increase.

Dr DOLGOR (Mongolia) expressed his gratitude to WHO for the Revolving Fund, which was 

very useful to countries that had difficulties in purchasing teaching equipment. He supported 
the proposal of the Executive Board that the Fund should remain at its present level of 

$ 400 000 since that amount, if correctly used, would be sufficient unless the number of 

requests increased. If that happened, then the question of whether to increase the level of 

the Fund could be considered at the Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly.

The CHAIRMAN put to the Committee the following draft resolution:
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The Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly,

Recalling resolution WHA19.7 on the Revolving Fund for Teaching and Laboratory 

Equipment for Medical Education and Training,

1. CONSIDERS that the policies and conditions governing the operation of the Fund are 
satisfactory ;

2. DECIDES that the Fund should be continued and maintained at the present level, 
which is $ 400 000; and

3. REQUESTS the Director-General, whenever in his opinion circumstances warrant, 

to submit to the Executive Board proposals for possible revision of the level and 
financial arrangements of the Fund and of the conditions governing its use.

Decision : The draft resolution was approved.

4. REVIEW OF THE WORKING CAPITAL FUND; Item 3.13.1 of the Agenda (Resolution WHA23.8
Part D; Official Records No. 189, Resolution EB47.R45 and Annex 10)

Dr EHRLICH, representative of the Executive Board, recalled that in resolution WHA23.8 

the Twenty-third World Health Assembly had established the level of the Working Capital Fund 

for 1971 at a fixed amount of US$ 11 ООО 000, thereby departing from the previously established 

principle of relating the size of the Working Capital Fund to a percentage of the effective 

working budget for each year. In the same resolution the Executive Board had been requested 

to review the Working Capital Fund at its first session in 1971 and submit a report to the 

Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly. To assist the Executive Board in its review the 

Director-General had submitted a report to the Board which was shown in Official Records 

No. 189, Annex 10.

After careful review, the Executive Board had concurred with the Director-General's 

recommendation that the level of the Working Capital Fund for 1972 should remain the same as 

for 1971. The Executive Board also recommended that the Working Capital Fund be reviewed 

again at its first session in 1972 and that a further report should be submitted to the 

Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly. The Executive Board had therefore adopted resolution 

EB47.R45, in which it recommended a draft resolution for adoption by the Health Assembly.

Dr CAYLA (France) said that he was in agreement with the terms of the draft resolution 

provided that it was accepted that the Working Capital Fund might be used only for the purposes 

specified by the Health Assembly.

Mr FURTH, Assistant DirectorKîeneral, said that he could confirm that the Working Capital 

Fund could be used only for the purposes authorized in the resolution if the latter were 

approved by the Health Assembly.

Decision: The Committee approved the draft resolution which the Board recommended

in its resolution EB47.R45.
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5. ADVANCES MADE FOR THE PROVISION OF EMERGENCY SUPPLIES TO MEMBER STATES AS AUTHORIZED

BY RESOLUTION WHA23.8: Item 3.13.3 of the Agenda (Resolution WHA23.8, para. С 2 (2);

Document A24/B/9)

Mr FURTH, Assistant Director-General, said that in resolution WHA23.8 the Twenty-third 

World Health Assembly had authorized the Director-General to advance sums from the Working 

Capital Fund to provide emergency supplies to Member States on a reimbursable basis and to 

report such advances annually to the Health Assembly (resolution WHA23.8, part C, paras 1 (3) 
and 2 (2)).

One advance had been authorized by the Director-General in 1970 to provide emergency 

supplies to the Government of Saudi Arabia for an amount of US$ 25 000. The advance had been 

repaid in 1970.

He read out for the consideration of the Committee the following draft resolution:

The Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly,

NOTES the report of the Director-General on the provision of emergency supplies

to Member States, presented in accordance with the requirements of resolution WHA23.8.

Decision: The draft resolution was approved.

6. SALARIES AND ALLOWANCES: UNGRADED POSTS: Item 3.18 of the Agenda (Official Records
No. 189, Resolution EB47.R5 and Annex 3)

Dr EHRLICH, representative of the Executive Board, said that the Board had considered 

a report from the Director-General announcing a decision by the twenty-fourth session of the 

United Nations General Assembly to increase the salaries of the professional category and 

ungraded posts by eight per cent, after the incorporation of two classes of post adjustment. 

That decision had resulted from recommendations made by the International Civil Service 

Advisory Board after a review of the salary situation made by that body in the summer of 
1970.

The development had been anticipated by the Twenty-third World Health Assembly, when the 

Director-General had drawn attention to the pending salary review by the ICSAB and to the 

probability that an increase of between five and nine per cent, might be expected.

Regulation 3.2 of the Staff Regulations adopted by the Fourth World Health Assembly provided 

that "the salary and allowance plan shall be determined by the Director-General following 

basically the scales of salaries and allowances of the United Nations ...". Member States 

had considered it important to maintain a common system of salaries and allowances applicable 

to the United Nations and all the specialized agencies.

The Executive Board had concluded that it should concur in the Director-General's 

decision to apply the salary increase to staff in grades PI to D2 and it had confirmed 

the amendments made by the Director-General to the Staff Rule fixing the salary scales for 

those grades. It had noted that the ICSAB recommendation and the decision of the 

twenty-fourth session of the United Nations General Assembly were equally applicable to the 

ungraded category of posts and in accordance with the terms of Staff Regulation 3.1, it 

recommended in resolution EB47.R5 that the Health Assembly should adopt the following 

resolution to make appropriate adjustments in the salaries of the Deputy Director-General, 

the Assistant Directors-General, and the Regional Directors:
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The Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly,

Noting the recommendations of the Executive Board with regard to remuneration of 
staff in the ungraded posts,

1. CONCURS in the recommendations of the Board; and in consequence

2. ESTABLISHES the salary for the post of the Deputy Director-General at US$ 44 500 

before staff assessment, resulting in a revised net salary of US$ 28 850 per annum;

3. ESTABLISHES the salary for the Assistant Directors-General and Regional Directors 

at US$ 39 150 before staff assessment, resulting in a revised net salary of

US$ 26 132.50 per annum;

4. NOTES that, consequent upon the revision of salary rates for these officials, 

appropriate revision will be made of the post adjustment rates; and

5. DECIDES that these adjustments in remuneration shall be effective from 

1 July 1971.

Professor LISICYN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that he wished to remind 
delegates that the matter under discussion was not a simple one, the decision on which was 

obvious in view of the corresponding recommendations of the United Nations.

The increase in staff salaries were going to have a considerable effect on the 

Organization's budget. When the matter had been discussed at the forty-seventh session of 

the Executive Board, the proposal to increase salaries had not been unanimously supported; 

nor had there been unanimity on the subject in the United Nations and in other international 

bodies. That had been clear from the report of the meeting of the International Civil 

Service Advisory Board, which appeared as an appendix to Annex 3 of Official Records No. 189. 

Some participants had not supported immediate increases in staff salaries and a proposal had 

been made that the matter should be considered by a group of experts. The International 

Atomic Energy Agency had stated that it could recruit and retain the professional staff it 
required at present salary levels without difficulty. Moreover, United Nations salary scales 

compared very favourably with those of the civil service in many countries.

He had referred to what had taken place at the meeting of the International Civil 

Service Advisory Board on salary scales for professional and higher categories of staff 

because he wished to point out that WHO also could find sufficient personnel to enable it to 
approach more carefully a matter which had certain financial repercussions.

Dr EHRLICH, representative of the Executive Board, agreed that there had been 

considerable discussion at the meeting of the Executive Board and that arguments had been 

advanced in support of WHO not following the pattern adopted by the United Nations General 

Assembly, but the majority had thought that the Organization should do so in conformity with 

its past practice.

Dr CAYLA (France) said that his delegation was prepared to accept the principle 

involved, but to make it clear that the decision had been taken in order to conform with the 

decision of the United Nations General Assembly, he would propose that the following 

preambular paragraph, taken from resolution EB47.R5, to be incorporated as the first 

preambular paragraph in the draft resolution now under discussion:
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"Noting that the General Assembly of the United Nations has approved an 8 per cent.

increase in gross salary scales for the professional and ungraded categories, after

consolidation of two classes of post adjustment into the base scales, effective

1 July 1971,".

Dr HOOGWATER (Netherlands) said that he was in full agreement with the French delegate 

and supported his amendment to the draft resolution. It was difficult to reopen the 

question since the United Nations General Assembly had made its decision, after hearing the 

views of experts on the subject.

Mr EYE (United States of America) said that although his delegation would support the 

draft resolution as amended by the French delegate, he felt bound to point out that the whole 

United Nations system of salaries and emoluments had gone awry.

In 1936, the League of Nations had adopted the Noblemaire formula, whereby international 

civil servants were paid on salary scales comparable with the highest paid national civil 

servants. However, in 1970 the International Civil Service Advisory Board had noted that, 

while the United States of America was the major standard, United Nations personnel in New 

York were paid at rates estimated as between 12 and 36 per cent, higher than equivalent 

categories in the United States. The United Nations General Assembly had given an eight per 
cent, increase on professional salary scales as an interim measure and had set up a "Committee 

of Eleven" to study the problem. Two of the specialized agencies were thinking of departing 

from the common United Nations system. The World Health Assembly would have to consider the 

salary situation very carefully henceforward, including the report of the Committee of Eleven 

when it became available.

Dr OLGUIN (Argentina) said that the position had arisen because the World Health 
Organization adhered to the principle of retaining salary scales compatible with those of the 

United Nations. The amendment proposed by the French delegate made the position clear and 

his delegation would therefore support it.

He would like to ask the representative of the Secretariat whether he was correct in 
thinking that salary increases would add US$ 1 740 000 to the budget for 1971 since they 

became applicable from July.

Mr FURTH, Assistant Director-General, said that the financial provision for salary 
increases which was included in the supplementary budget estimates approved by the Committee 

at the previous meeting amounted to US$ 1 740 000.

Mr ROFFEY (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) said that he supported 

the resolution as amended.

Decision : The draft resolution, as amended by the proposal of the French delegate, was

approved.

The meeting rose at 3.45 p.m.


