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Committee A held its seventh, eighth, ninth, tenth and eleventh meetings on 14, 15 and 
17 May 1971. During the course of these meetings it decided to recommend to the Twenty-fourth 
World Health Assembly the adoption of the following resolutions:

- Occupational Health Programmes

- The Development of the Medical Use of Ionizing Radiation



OCCUPAT IONA.L HEALTH PROGRAMMES
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The Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly,

Considering the growing importance of the need to introduce and promote occupational health 
services in the countries undergoing industrialization:

Noting the great shortage in trained occupational health personnel, particularly in the 
countries undergoing industrialization;

Noting the shortage of guiding criteria that can be used by health authorities in promoting 
occupational health services within the framework of public health programmes;

Emphasizing the importance of co-ordination of all governmental departments concerned with 
occupational health at the national level and in between the World Health Organization and 
other United Nations agencies including ILO in the field of occupational health,

1. RECOMMENDS that the regional committees undertake at their meetings in 1971 analyses of 
the means by which occupational health services can be expanded in countries undergoing 
industrialization, and

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to submit to the Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly a report 
containing measures that the World Health Organization might appropriately take in order to 
assist national health services in establishing and promoting occupational health programmes, 
including the acceleration of the training of their national personnel.



THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE MEDICAL USE OF IONIZING RADIATION

The Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly,

Noting the Director-General's Annual Report on the activities of the World Health 
Organization in 1970;1

Being aware of the concern manifested at the continuous growth of radiation exposure of 
the population due to the increasing use of ionizing radiation for medical diagnostic and 
therapeutical purposes;

Considering that to this growing medical radiation exposure other sources of irradiation 
may be added as a result of increasing peaceful uses of nuclear energy, including radioiosotope

Recognizing that a rise in the radiation exposure of the population results in a higher 
probability of deleterious biological effects affecting both the present and future generations

Considering, on the other hand, the important role of ionizing radiation in preventive 
medicine and medical care and the resulting improvement of health and saving of lives;

Desirous of improving the present situation and of obtaining the best possible relation 
between benefits and risks of the medical use of ionizing radiation,

1. INVITES Member States:

(i) to co-operate in the development of epidemiological studies aimed at providing 
a better knowledge of the effects of ionizing radiation applied to medicine;

(ii) to promote studies on and introduce in medical practice improved methods and 
techniques for the medical use of ionizing radiation from the point of view of both 
effectiveness and the reduction of radiation exposure of the population; and

(iii) to set up radiation protection services related to the medical as well as to 
other uses of ionizing radiation, for advisory purposes as well as for the purposes 
of supervision and inspection.

2. REQUESTS the Director-General:

(i) to study the question of the optimum use of ionizing radiation in medicine and 
the risks to health induced by the excessive or improper use of radiation;

(ii) to draw up a programme of activities based on the rationalization of the medical 
use of ionizing radiation and on the improvement of related diagnostic and therapeutical 
techniques and equipment, including clinical dosimetry and radiological protection; and

(iii) to report to the Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly on the results of his study 
and on this programme of activities.

1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 188.


