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1. The Standing Committee on Headquarters Accommodation, which was established under the 

terms of resolution EB26.R13, 1 held its sixteenth and final session on 21 January 1971 in the 

headquarters building. 

2 . The following members were present : 

4• Report on financing 

2 
4.1 The Standing Committee took note of the report submitted to it by the Director-General, 

as well as of the additional explanations which were given verbally. 

4.2 The Committee noted that after settlement of all the accounts of the contractors, 

architects and engineers, the total cost of the building was Sw. fr. 63 546 452.70, to which 

amount must be added the sums awarded against WHO following the second litigation with the 

contractor concerning the main works of the building. The Standing Committee noted that this 

total cost included expenditure in the amount of Sw. fr. 512 637.45 which was met by gifts in 

cash received from various、Member States for a specific purpose (such as purchase of marble 

for the Executive Board Room, of tiling for the kitchens, etc.). 

4；3 in reply to a question by a member of the Standing Committee, the representative of the 

Director-General stated that the cost of the main works for the underground garage had been 

slightly less than the estimates. 

4.4 After having heard the information given it concerning the arbitral decision pronounced 

at the conclusion of the litigation with the contractor for the main works, the Standing 

Committee noted that the tribunal had awarded the sum of Sw. fr. 2 445 015, whereas the company 

had claimed nearly Sw. fr. 8 800 0 0 0 . To this award, the arbitral decision had added 

Sw. fr. 587 280 as moratory interest at five per cent, per year, and it fixed at 

S w . fr. 34 720.40 the arbitration costs, half to be borne by WHO, i.e. Sw. fr. 17 360.20. 

The fees of the arbitrator and the attorney of the Organization amounted to Sw. fr. 70 000 

3. The Standing Committee adopted the agenda for its sixteenth session. 
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and Sw. fr. 200 000, respectively. The total amount to be paid by the Organization thus comes 

to Sw. fr. 3 320 105.20, which brings the total cost of the building to Sw. fr. 66 866 557.90, 

which, of course, is offset by the amount of Sw. fr. 512 637.45 referred to in paragraph 4.2. 

4.5 At the request of a member of the Standing Committee, the Director-General 1s representa-

tive stated that the distribution of the fees between the two parties was determined by the 

General Conditions of Contract, as well as by the Arbitration Agreement. As concerns the 

amount of these fees, it was in accordance with local standards in such matters. 

4.6 The Standing Committee took note of resolution WHA23.18 1 in which the Twenty-third 

World Health Assembly noted the report of the Director-General on the outcome of this liti-

gation, involving additional payments to the contractor of Sw. fr. 3 032 295 plus the 

Organization's share of the costs of the arbitral tribunal and related fees. The Twenty-

third Health Assembly authorized the Director-General to transfer from the Real Estate Fund 

to the Headquarters Building Fund such sums as were necessary to meet these expenses, and 

recognized that in consequence the authorized total cost for the headquarters building reflected 

in resolution WHA/20.II 2 was correspondingly amended. 

5. Qift^fyo^'governments for the headquarters building 

5 . l ^ ^ T h e Standing^Çonmiittee examined the list of the gifts in kind which had been received 

sirfèêù its fifteenth session, held in January 1968. 
f-力-•• •. ‘' • ‘ ’ •‘ 
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5.2 In the exerëvse of the powers conferred upon it for the purpose by the Executive Board in 

its r è s ^ u t i o n ÍÉ26.R36, 3 the Standing Committee accepted these gifts which had been offered 

by the fbltiowing Member States : 

Greece 

Ireland 

Malta 

Nigeria 

Philippines 

Somalia 

a marble statue 

a carpet 

a painting 

a mosaic panel (in addition to a gift 

in cash of US$ 4998) 

a decorative panel 

a gong supported by two ivory tusks 

5.3 The Standing Committee noted the comment made regarding the gifts from Malta and the 

Philippines which had already been provisionally accepted at the thirteenth session. 

5.4 The Standing Committee noted that to date 84 governments had made voluntary contri-

butions for the headquarters building, 69 being gifts in kind, and that the total of the 

gifts in cash, namely US$ 40 440, had not changed since the fifteenth session. 

5.5 Further, the Standing Committee noted that a gift in kind had been received from 

another source, i.e.: 

Mrs K . Kirkpatrick a ficus 

(neighbour) 
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5.6 The Standing Committee also took note of the fact that a gift in kind had been announced 

by the following State: 

Uganda a panel depicting health services in Uganda 

6• Termination of the work of the Standing Committee on Headquarters Accommodation 

6.1 The Standing Committee noted that the final cost of the building had remained within the 

limits envisaged by the Assembly, taking into account the changes of programme approved by 

the Assembly, the contractual repercussions of increases in building prices, and the disputes 

which had had to be submitted to arbitration. 

6.2 The Standing Committee expressed its appreciation of the work done by the architects and 

the engineers and also of the excellent co-operation given to it by the Director-General and 

the Secretariat, which had greatly eased its task. 

6.3 The Standing Committee was told by the Director-General of his satisfaction at the great 

confidence always reposed in the Standing Committee on Headquarters Accommodation by the World 

Health Assembly and the Executive Board and his gratitude for the unfailing understanding and 

support given by the Standing Committee to the Secretariat. 

6.4 Happy in the knowledge that the Organization now had at its disposal a beautiful and 

very functional building, the Standing Committee considered that its mandate had come to an 

end and brought its sixteenth and last session to a close. 


