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TWENTY-FOURTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

Agenda item 1.11.1 i n o e x e q

ADMISSION OF NEW MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATE MEMBERS; 
APPLICATION BY THE GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

The attached communication to the President of the Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly 
is circulated to the Assembly in accordance with the request to that effect contained in 
the communication.
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PERMANENT REPRESENTATION 
OF THE POLISH PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC 

TO THE OFFICE OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
IN GENEVA

No. 40/7l/WH0

The Permanent Mission of the Polish People's Republic to the Office of the 
United Nations and other International Organizations in Geneva presents its 
compliments to the President of the 24th Health Assembly and has the honour to 
inform him that the Polish Delegation to the Assembly kindly requests him to 
arrange circulation of the attached statement of the Governmental Delegation 
of the German Democratic Republic staying in Geneva on the occasion of the 24th 
World Health Assembly as an official document of the Assembly in connection with 
item 1.11.1 of the agenda.

The Permanent Mission of the Polish People's Republic avails itself of this 
opportunity to renew to the President of the 24th World Health Assembly the 
assurances of its highest consideration.

Geneva, May 12, 1971

President of the 24th World
Health Assembly
Geneva
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STATEMENT
OF THE GOVERNMENT DELEGATION OF THE GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC STAYING AT GENEVA 

ON THE OCCASION OF THE 24TH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

In connection with the application of the Government of the German Democratic Republic for 
membership in the World Health Organization, which is before the 24th WHA to take a decision, 
the delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany has circulated an aide mémoire (Doc. A24/l9, 
of May 11, 1971).

The GDR delegation expresses regret at the fact that by means of that aide mémoire 
political issues are being introduced into the World Health Organization, which by no means are 
of relevance to the decision on the admission of the GDR in the WHO.

In applying for membership in WHO the government of the GDR was exclusively guided by the 
noble humanitarian aims of this Organization. Thus it has demonstrated its readiness to put 
all the achievements of public health and medical sciences in the GDR at the disposal of all 
nations of the world.

Furthermore membership in WHO means that the results of international co-operation within 
this Organization may be used for the benefit of its citizens.

The GDR government believes that the worldwide tasks of WHO may only be implemented, if 
all States can co-operate without any restrictions and on an equal footing.

The GDR noted with satisfaction that at the 21st and at the 23rd WHA as well as during 
the general debate of this 24th WHA this fact has been underlined by many delegations.

The attitude of the FRG, which is opposed to GDR membership as is again expressed in the 
aide mémoire, is not only at variance with the statements of the FRG government that it wants 
to make a genuine contribution to détente in Europe and that it took an interest in bringing 
about normal relations between the GDR and the FRG. On the contrary, the continued policy of 
discrimination against the GDR is the reason for the absence of any progress in normalizing 
relations between the GDR and the FRG on the basis of international law.

From the treaties concluded by the USSR and the People's Republic of Poland with the FRG, 
treaties by virtue of which the FRG also recognizes the territorial integrity and national 
sovereignty of the GDR, the logical consequences result that it advocate equal rights and non
discrimination both in bilateral and multilateral relations vis-à-vis the GDR. This would 
also be in conformity with the statements repeatedly made by Federal Chancellor Brandt and the 
Federal government, according to which the development of relations between the GDR and the 
FRG should be based on non-discrimination and equal rights, and according to which neither of 
the two German states can represent the other abroad, or act on its behalf.

The GDR delegation energetically opposes the attempt of the FRG delegation at introducing 
problems connected with the bilateral relations between the GDR and the FRG into the United 
Nations Specialized Agencies and at making the decision on the membership of the GDR in the 
WHO dependent upon political preconditions, as had also been the case in respect of UNESCO and 
the UN Economic Commission for Europe. It appears, however, that also in these organizations 
such a policy is increasingly drawing incomprehensibility and refusal.

Both the United Nations Organization and the UN Specialized Agencies comprise states with 
differing political and social systems. If one were to follow a policy which makes member
ship in the international organizations dependent upon the state of bilateral relations, the 
principles of the United Nations Charter and the Constitution of their Specialized Agencies 
would be violated and the existence of multilateral organizations on the whole would be 
jeopardized.
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The GDE delegation appeals to the delegations represented at the 24th WHA to approve of 
the GDE application in conformity with the WHO Constitution. By doing so, international 
co-operation would be substantially promoted in the interest of the health of all mankind.

Geneva, May 12th, 1971


