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ENGLISH

The attached communication to the President of the Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly 
dated 6 May 1971 is circulated as a document of the Health Assembly in accordance with the 
request to that effect contained in the communication.
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WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTE

1211 Geneva 27 - Switzerland 1211 Genève 27 - Suisse

Delegation of the People's Republic of Bulgaria 
to the 24th World Health Assembly

May 6th, 1971

Dear Mister President,

I have the honour of transmitting to you a statement by the Ministry for Foreign 

Affairs of the German Democratic Republic to the 24th World Health Assembly.

I request you to circulate this statement as an official document in connection with 

item 1.11 of the agenda.

Sincerely yours,

Dr A. Todorov

Minister of Public Health

Sir William D. Refshauge,
President of the 24th World Health Assembly, 
Geneva
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Statement
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic 

Republic to the Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly

This year's World Health Assembly will have to consider and decide upon the application 
of the GDR Government for the German Democratic Republic's admission to membership in the 
World Health Organization.

In this connection the GDR Ministry of Foreign Affairs states the following:

The German Democratic Republic, by letter of Herr Otto Winzer, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, on 17 March 1970 applied for membership in the World Health Organization, asserting 
its legitimate right to equality-based membership and cooperation in WHO. At the same time 
it expressed its preparedness to conscientiously fulfil all obligations ensuing from its 
membership.

The Constitution of the World Health Organization stipulates as a principle that the 
health of all peoples is dependent upon the fullest cooperation of all states. For this 
reason the founding states agreed that membership in this humanitarian Organization must be 
open to all states. This legally binding principle of universality was confirmed at the 
Fourteenth World Health Assembly in 1961 with the adoption of resolution 14.35 which says 
that it would be beneficial for the full development of the Organization's activities, if all 
states not yet represented in WHO applied for membership on the basis of Article 3 of WHO's 
Constitution.

In accordance with the principle of the Organization's universality the representatives 
of a large number of member states pronounced themselves in favour of the GDR's equality- 
based membership in WHO at the Twenty-third World Health Assembly in May 1970. The under
lying realization was the indisputable fact that the comprehensive cooperation of all states 
is indispensable for the preservation and continuous improvement of the health of all peoples, 
no matter in which country they live, and chiefly for the effective control and combat of 
communicable diseases. Because of the continuously increasing international travels, an 
expanding world trade and the growing economic and scientific cooperation of states this 
requirement is increasingly gaining importance.

Every state is interested in ensuring that the achieved state of health of its people 
should not be endangered by inadequate measures or insufficient cooperation of states in the 
control and combat if diseases. The humanitarian and universal tasks of WHO make it 
necessary to include the GDR, a state in the heart of Europe, in the Organization's projects 
that are planned or under way. Such projects are, among others, protection against com
municable diseases, particularly cholera, smallpox, rabies and influenza; the protection of 
man's environment against health hazards; the prevention of harmful side-effects of drugs, 
and the combat of the misuse of drugs.

The standard of its health services would allow the German Democratic Republic to make 
a notable contribution to the fulfilment of the World Health Organization's aims and tasks.

The GDR has reached internationally recognized successes in several fields, such as the 
control of tuberculosis, care for diabetics and persons suffering from tumour diseases, the 
establishment of a network of dialysis centres, drug control, rehabilitation, and training 
and advanced training for doctors and other medical personnel.
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With its scientific potential in the fields of cardiovascular diseases, research into 
the genesis and therapy of cancer, medical cybernetics and human genetics, the GDR could, as 
a member of WHO, successfully cooperate in the solution of medical problems in the wake of 
the scientifico-technological revolution. On the other hand, the GDR rightfully wishes to 
make use of the results of WHO's activities and of the experiences of other states for the 
benefit of its own people. The enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health is 
one of the fundamental rights of every human being which also the GDR's 17 million people 
are entitled to. The GDR people must be admitted to international cooperation within WHO 
if the Organization is to fulfil its humanitarian objective.

The admission of the German Democratic Republic to membership in the World Health 
Organization would be an essential step towards the enforcement of the principle of the 
Organization's universality and would promote peaceful international cooperation among 
states and peoples.

The GDR Ministry of Foreign Affairs points out that the admission of new members in 
accordance with WHO's Constitution is exclusively within the discretion of this Organization 
and that membership of any state in the United Nations and its specialized agencies must not 
be made dependent on the bilateral relations of that state. This position was also expressed 
by the International Court of Justice and the Secretary-General of the United Nations in 
relevant statements.

It cannot lie in the interest of the Organization if the equal participation of a 
sovereign and peace-loving state whose health policies are in full accordance with the 
purposes and principles of WHO, is made dependent on inadmissible political preconditions 
and if another state claims for itself some kind of veto for decisions to be taken on the 
admission of members to the Organization.

When the GDR has now applied for WHO membership on the basis of the generally accepted 
principle of international law on the sovereign equality of states, it does not claim more 
rights for itself than other states have.

The GDR Ministry of Foreign Affairs expresses the expectation that the Member States of 
the World Health Organization, when decising upon the German Democratic Republic's membership 
in WHO, will let themselves be guided by the principles laid down in the Organization's 
Constitution and that they will approve the present application.

Berlin, 3 May 1971.


