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1. ALLOCATION OF AGENDA ITEMS TO THE MAIN COMMITTEES

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the allocation of agenda items to Committees A and В 
respectively, as set out in the revised provisional agenda (document A23/l Rev.l) which 
reflected a redistribution of the items of the agenda as originally listed in document A23/l, 
with a view to ensuring a more equitable distribution as between the committees.

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL emphasized that the General Committee would be free to decide at 
any time during the session to alter that allocation of items as might appear desirable.
The great advantage of the new method was its flexibility.

Sir George GODBER (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) said that he 
was prepared to accept that redistribution of items between the main committees on the basis 
of his confidence in the Director-General's judgement although there was little time to form 
an adequate judgement on each specific point.

The Committee agreed to recommend the allocation of agenda items to the main committees 
in the manner proposed in document A23/l Rev.l.

2. ADDITION OF TWO SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS TO THE AGENDA

The Committee agreed to recommend to the Health Assembly the addition to the agenda of 
the two supplementary items contained in document A23/l Add.l, "Disinsection of Aircraft" and 
"Present problems of Yellow Fever in Africa", to be allocated to Committee В and Committee A 
respectively.

3. DELETION OF AN ITEM FROM THE AGENDA

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the fact, in connexion with item 3.10.2, that no advances 
had in fact been made to meet unforeseen or extraordinary expenses as authorized by resolution 
WHA18.14.

The Committee accordingly agreed to delete that agenda item.

4. PROPOSAL REGARDING CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA ITEM 1.13

Dr VENEDIKTOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) proposed that item 1.13, Admission 
of new Members and Associate Members (Article 6), at present listed among those items to be 
considered in plenary meeting, should be allocated to Committee B.

Dr TUMENDELGER (Mongolia) supported that proposal.

Sir George GODBER (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) questioned the 
wisdom of allocating that item to one of the main committees as, on the basis of past 
experience, it would certainly be discussed also in plenary session and therefore no time 
would be saved. The item was of major importance and should be considered as soon as possible.

Dr STEINFELD (United States of America) and Dr AMMUNDSEN (Denmark) supported the United 
Kingdom view.

Dr VENEDIKTOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) expressed the opinion that the lack 
of serious technical discussion of the question in the past had been detrimental to the 
humanitarian and universal ideals of WHO, which should retain its non-political character.
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A dispassionate unhurried consideration at the committee stage should result in a decision 
being reached purely on the merits of the case.

Dr AL-AWADI (Kuwait) and Dr ALDEA (Romania), Chairman of Committee A, concurred with the 
desirability of considering the matter first in committee.

Dr RAVENNA (Uruguay), Chairman of Committee B, expressed his preference for the item to 
be considered directly in plenary session where all delegates could be present and all views 
represented.

Following a full discussion, the CHAIRMAN put to the vote the proposal of the delegate 
of the USSR to allocate agenda item 1.13 to Committee B.

Decision : The proposal was rejected by 10 votes to 5, with 4 abstentions.

5. PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY

The CHAIRMAN said it was expected that the awards of the Léon Bernard Foundation Medal 
and Prize and the Dr A. T. Shousha Foundation Medal and Prize, under items 1.15 and 1.16 
respectively, would take place in plenary session at the beginning of the second week.

It was so agreed.

The CHAIRMAN then suggested the following programme of work. The Health Assembly would 
meet in plenary session at 9.30 a.m. and 2.30 p.m. on Wednesday, 6 May, to hear the President' 
statement, followed by consideration of items 1.10, 1.11 and 1.12, followed by general dis
cussion on those two items. There would be a plenary meeting on Thursday, 7 May, at 9.30 a.m 
to consider the adoption of the first report of the Committee on Credentials, after which the 
general discussion on items 1.11 and 1.12 would be resumed; the Health Assembly could then 
consider item 1.13 if it had completed that general discussion. He would, at the end of 
that meeting, invite members to put forward nominations for the election of Member States to 
be entitled to designate the person to serve on the Executive Board, the closing time being 
Monday, 11 May, at 10 a.m. The main committees would meet between 2.30 and 3.30 p.m. that 
afternoon to elect their vice-chairmen and rapporteurs and to consider organization of work, 
the plenary meeting resuming at 4 p.m., if necessary, for continuation of the general discus
sion. The General Committee would meet at 5.30 p.m. to establish the programmes for the 
second week, taking into account the organization of work decided upon by the main committees.

Sir George GODBER (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland), on a point of 
clarification, noted that item 1.13 might only be considered by the Health Assembly at the 
beginning of the second week if it were to follow on items 1.11 and 1.12, although there 
appeared to be a general view that that important item should be considered early in the 
session.

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL confirmed that assumption. It was of course open to the General 
Committee to suggest a different order in which the items could be taken.

Dr VENEDIKTOV (Union of Soviet Sôcialist Republics) was in favour of retaining the 
present order of items shown in the revised agenda. Items 1.11 and 1.12 were equally 
important and the present arrangements would allow adequate time for serious informal contacts 
between delegations on such a complex question, thus possibly saving time.

Sir George GODBER (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) maintained his 
view that it was desirable to consider item 1.13 as early as possible in plenary session, 
preferably before items 1.11 and 1.12.
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Dr STEINFELD (United States of America) supported the United Kingdom proposal.

Dr AL-AWADI (Kuwait) requested the General Committee to take into consideration the fact 
that the chiefs of certain delegations were only able to attend the session for one week and 
were therefore anxious to make their statements under items 1.11 and 1.12.

The CHAIRMAN put to the vote the United Kingdom proposal to consider item 1.13 before 
items 1.11 and 1.12.

Decision : The proposal was rejected by 10 votes to 7 with 2 abstentions.

After consulting Dr WAHI (India), General Chairman for the technical discussions, the 
Committee recommended that the technical discussions on "Education for the Health Professions 
Regional Aspects of a Universal Problem" should take place on Friday, 8 May, morning and 
afternoon, and on Saturday, 9 May, morning only, in accordance with the programme set out in 
document A23/Technical Discussions/3.

The Committee recommended that plenary and committee meetings be held, as at previous 
Health Assemblies, from 9.30 a.m. to 12 noon or 12.30 p.m. and from 2.30 to 5.30 p.m., the 
General Committee meeting either at 12 noon or 12.30 p.m., or at 5.30 p.m.

The meeting rose at 7.10 p.m.


