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1. CO- ORDINATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS, THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND THE INTERNATIONAL 
ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY: Item 2.16 of the Agenda (continued) 

Programme matters: Item 2.16.1 of the Agenda (Resolutions WHA22.55 and WHA22.56; 
Documents А23/P &В/10 and Corr.1, А23 /Р &В/10 Add.l and 2) (continued) 

Drug dependence (continued) 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to a revised text which had been circulated of the draft 

resolution relating to drug dependence, proposed by the delegations of Cyprus, France, the 

Netherlands, the USSR and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, which 

was intended to reflect the discussion which had taken place at the previous meeting and 

which read as follows: 

The Twenty -third World Health Assembly, 

Noting with great concern the extensive and serious public health problems 
resulting from the self -administration of dependence -producing drugs, in particular 

among the younger age- group; 

Recalling resolutions WHА18.47; WНА20.43; WHA20.42 and WHA21.42 concerning 

certain dependence-producing drugs not now under international control; 

1 
Noting that the Economic and Social Council has decided to convene in 1971 

a plenipotentiary conference to adopt a Draft Protocol on Psychotropic Substances; 

Considering that a decision on the control of a substance liable to abuse to 

the extent of constituting a public health problem must be based primarily on medical 

judgement as to both its dependence -producing properties and therapeutic usefulness; 

Convinced that there is an urgent need at local, national and international 

levels to implement improved preventive, treatment and rehabilitation measures, 

1. RECOMMENDS that the World Health Organization should encourage and assist the 

development of improved preventive, treatment and rehabilitation programmes and the 

pursuit of needed knowledge in the field of drug dependence; 

2. URGES Member States to promote preventive, therapeutic, rehabilitative, and 

research programmes in this field; and 

3. REQUESTS the Director -General 

(i) to develop means for the international collection and exchange of data on the 

prevalence and incidence of drug dependence, and on the human and environmental 

factors associated therewith; 

(ii) to ensure that the constitutional responsibilities of the World Health 

Organization are effectively discharged in international programmes for the control 

of the abuse of dependence- producing drugs; 

(iii) to seek, without excluding the possibility of establishing a standing committee, 

the most effective procedures for examining the various factors involved of a medical, 

scientific and social nature and for enabling the Organization to receive all useful 

advice concerning the need to restrict the availability of any drug on the grounds of 

its liability to misuse; and 

1 United Nations Economic and Social Council Regolution E/RES/1474 ( XLVIII). 
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(iv) to report to the Executive Board and to the Twenty- fourth World Health Assembly 
on developments in this matter. 

Decision; The draft resolution was approved. 

Second United Nations Development Decade (continued) 

The CHAIRMAN then invited the Committee to comment on the draft resolution relating to 
the Second United Nations Development Decade proposed by the delegation of Yugoslavia and 
co- sponsored by the delegations of Algeria, Brazil, Chile, Cyprus, Denmark, Ethiopia, Ghana, 
India, Indonesia, Mali, Mauritania, the Netherlands, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Senegal, 
Sudan, Sweden, the United Arab Republic, Uruguay, Venezuela and Zambia, the text of which 
read as follows: 

The Twenty -third World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the Director -General's report on Co- ordination with other 
organizations, the United Nations, the specialized agencies and the International 
Atomic Energy Agency on programme matters affecting the activities of the World 
Health Organization; 

Mindful of the increasing need in developing and developed countries for accelerated 
health improvement in the Second United Nations Development Decade; 

Recalling its resolutions WHA20.52, WНА20.53 and WHA22.55, 

1. NOTES with satisfaction the Director -General's report1 on co- ordination with other 
organizations of the United Nations system on programme matters; and 

2. REQUESTS the Director -General to continue to co- operate with other organizations of 

the United Nations system in the formulation of the international strategy for the Second 
United Nations Development Decade and in the related activities, and to report to the 

Executive Board and to each World Health Assembly to be held during the Second Develop- 
ment Decade, on the action pursued and progress made in the health component of the 

international strategy for the Second Development Decade. 

Dr VENEDIKTOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) noted with satisfaction that the 
draft resolution stressed the need for the early formulation of the international strategy 
for the Second United Nations Development Decade. That he interpreted as indicating that 
the co- sponsors were interested in taking a sound and long -term view of the whole strategy 
of the international organizations. He would support the draft resolution, and hoped that 

its co- sponsors would support his own delegation's draft resolution dealing with the long -term 
planning of WHO's activities. 

Mr JEREMIC (Yugoslavia) stated that, after having consulted all the sponsors of 

resolution WHA22.55 and bearing in mind the tremendous importance of the Second United Nations 
Development Decade, in particular for the developing countries, his delegation had deemed 

it necessary for the item to be constantly on the Organization's agenda. In the interest 

of simplifying procedures, it had been considered that a single resolution should be valid 
over the entire period of the Second Development Decade and his delegation had consequently 
included in the draft resolution the request formulated in its second operative paragraph. 

His delegation would be glad to accept the Soviet Union as a co- sponsor of the draft 

resolution. 

Decision: The draft resolution was approved. 

1 
Document А23 /Р &В /10 
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The CHAIRMAN then drew attention to document A23 /В /Conf.Doc. No.16, containing a draft 
resolution submitted by the delegations of Mongolia, Poland and the USSR relating to the rapid 
prohibition of chemical and bacteriological (biological) weapons. He suggested that the draft 
resolution be considered by the Committee at a later meeting, in order to allow time for its 
study. 

It was so agreed. 

Study of the Capacity of the United Nations Development System: Item 2.16.2 of the Agenda 
(document А23 /P &B /11) (continued) 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that at the Committee's tenth meeting, the Rapporteur had proposed 
a form of draft resolution relating to the Study of the Capacity of the United Nations 
Development System. He invited comment on the draft resolution, which read as follows: 

The Twenty -third World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the progress report of the Director- General1 on the Study of the 

Capacity of the United Nations Development system,2 

Having noted the comments of the Inter -Agency Consultative Board3 and the report of 
the Administrator of UNDP4 thereon, as well as the Progress Report of the Governing 

Council5 on its special session, 

1. REAFFIRMS its belief that country programming as proposed by the Capacity Study 
recommended by the Administrator of UNDP, and endorsed by the Governing Council can 

constitute a vital and valuable means of meeting the needs of countries and of planning 

technical assistance; 

2. REITERATES the readiness of the Organization to advise on the planning of the health 

sector of country programmes; 

3. REQUESTS the Director -General to continue to participate as and when necessary in 

discussions on the Capacity of the United Nations Development System; and 

4. REQUESTS the Director -General to report on the subject to the Executive Board at 

its forty -seventh session. 

Mr FINDLAY (Sierra Leone) suggested that the words "and to the Twenty -fourth World Health 

Assembly" should be added at the end of the fourth operative paragraph. 

The CHAIRMAN said that he understood that there would be no objection to that addition. 

Decision: The draft resolution was approved. 

1 А23/Р&В/11 

2 
United Nations 

United Nations 

4 
United Nations 

5 
United Nations 

Development Programme document DP /5 

Development Programme document DP /6 

Development Programme document DP /7 

Development Programme document'DP /L/128 
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2. HEALTH ASSISTANCE TO REFUGEES AND DISPLACED PERSONS IN THE MIDDLE EAST; Item 2.9 

of the Agenda (Resolution WHA22.43; Document А23 /P &B /9) 

Dr BELLERIVE, Director, Division of Co- ordination and Evaluation, introducing the items, 

recalled that the report by the Director -General on health assistance to refugees and displaced 
persons in the Middle East (document А23 /P &B /9) had been prepared in accordance with the request 
embodied in resolution WHA22.43. 

The report could be divided into three parts. In the first part, sections 1 to 4 contained 

an introduction, references to sources of information and definitions used in the report, and 

general remarks. He would draw particular attention to section 5, relating to repercussions of 

the financial situation of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in 
the Near East (UNRWA) on its health programme and, more especially, to paragraph 5.8, which 
recalled the responsibility vested in the Director -General by the World Health Assembly to take 
all effective measures in his power to safeguard health conditions amongst refugees and displaced 
persons in the Middle East, 

In that connexion, it would be recalled that the Director -General had already warned the • Health Assembly of the precarious situation of the medical and health programme. At the 

session of the Administrative Committee on Co- ordination held the previous month the representative 
of the Commissioner- General of UNRWA had drawn attention to the urgent need for financial assist- 

ance, pointing out that if that were not forthcoming sizeable cuts would have to be made in the 
education and health programme. The Director -General had, on that occasion, expressed his concern 
at any further reduction in what was already a limited public health programme, and had informed 

the Secretary -General of the United Nations that, should such a reduction become inevitable, he 

would seriously consider requesting the Health Assembly to relieve him of the responsibility 
for the supervision of UNRWA's medical services. 

The second part of the report contained the information which had been submitted by the 
Governments of Jordan, Syria and the United Arab Republic in reply to a letter from the Regional 
Director for the Eastern Mediterranean. 

The final part of the document gave an account of the activities of UNRWA on behalf of the 

refugees. With the exception of a summary of the nutrition survey in emergency camps in East 
Jordan, the data was presented in the form of tables which made it easier to assess rapidly 

the work accomplished. 

The report submitted by the Director of Health of UNRWA to the Director -General of WHO and 
to his Commissioner- General was available in English to any delegations wishing to have a copy. 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to a draft resolution on the item, which had been proposed by 
the delegations of Guinea, Kuwait, Mauritania, the People=s Republic of the Congo, Spain and 

Yugoslavia, and which read as follows: 

The Twenty -third World Health Assembly, 

Mindful of the principle that the health of all peoples is fundamental to the 

attainment of peace and security; 

Having considered the Director -General's report1 of 1 May 1970, and the annual report 

of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA); 

Recalling its resolutions WНА21.38 and WHA22.43 on health assistance to refugees and 

displaced persons in the Middle East; 

1Document А23/Р&В/9 
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Noting with grave concern that the refusal to abide by the Fourth Geneva Convention 
relative to the protection of civilian persons in time of war of 12 August 1949, as well 

as the refusal to apply United Nations resolutions regarding the refugees and displaced 
persons continue to cause immense sufferings to the life and health of the inhabitants of 

the occupied territories as well as the refugees and the displaced persons in the Middle 
East, 

1. REAFFIRMS its resolution WHA21.38 and WHA22.43 on health assistance to refugees 

and displaced persons; 

2. DEEMS IT NECESSARY, for the protection of the life and physical and mental health 

of the refugees and displaced persons, that they be immediately afforded their right to 

return to their homes, in accordance with the relevant resolutions of the United Nations; 

3. CALLS UPON Israel, for the safeguarding of the life and the physical and mental 

health of the inhabitants of the occupied territories, to abide by its obligations under 

the Fourth Geneva Convention relative to the protection of civilian persons in time of 

war of 12 August 1949; 

4. EXPRESSES its appreciation to the Director -General of WHO, the Director of Health 

of UNRWA and to the specialized and other organizations that provide assistance to the 

refugees, displaced persons and the inhabitants of the occupied territories in the 

Middle East; and 

5. REQUESTS the Director -General of WHO 

(a) to issue a worldwide appeal to governments and humanitarian organizations, 

to make available to the International Committee of the Red Cross material and 

human aid to the inhabitants of the occupied territories; 

(b) to take all other effective measures in his power to safeguard health 

conditions amongst refugees, displaced persons and the inhabitants of the occupied 

territories in the Middle East; 

(c) to report to the Twenty- fourth World Health Assembly on the implementation of 

this resolution. 

Dr EL- MAJALI (Jordan) thanked the Director -General for the report he had presented in 

pursuance of resolution WHA22.43. He assured the Organization and the Director -General of 

his country's continued support and utmost co- operation. His delegation was also grateful to 

the Director of Health of UNRWA for his comprehensive report. 

The subject under discussion was of great importance to Jordan for a number of reasons, 

the first being the humanitarian aspect. Jordan was not only a Member of the Organization, 

concerning itself with the preservation of health of all people, but was also the host country 

of the majority of refugees and displaced persons in the Middle East. Furthermore, more than 

half of the fertile part of his country had been under occupation or its population had been 

displaced owing to continuous aggression. 

Normally WHO discussed health problems that were due to natural causes or could not have 

been prevented. However, the present instance could be put down to deliberate intent; there 

had been wilful killings, torture or inhuman treatment, collective punishment, demolition and 

expropriation of property, eviction of Arabs and settlement of Zionists. It was ironical 
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that the Zionist agressor, who was responsible for the situation and who continued to aggravate 

it further, had replied to the Director -General that there were no displaced persons in Israel 

while refugees were taken care of by UNRWA. How could that be said to take account of the 

thousands living in villages and towns which had been completely destroyed, or of the inhabi- 

tants of the Gaza Strip who had been forced to move? Surely terms were losing their meaning, 

or rather the aggressor wished to escape shouldering his responsibility for human suffering. 

The agressor was indeed continuing to defy international codes of human rights and violating 

the Geneva Convention. The report stated that the governments concerned and UNRWA had made 

commendable efforts to provide health care services and to safeguard the health of the 

displaced populations. The aggressor, on the other hand, had shared in those efforts merely 

by taking over hospitals for army and police occupation and expelling or detaining health 

workers. 

It could be seen from the report that the health conditions of the refugees and displaced 

persons were just satisfactory and under control. The number of refugees and displaced 
persons, which totalled at present 747 000 in Jordan alone, was increasing at an annual rate 

of 3 per cent., whereas, on the other hand, UNRWA health services were not increasing to a 

commensurate degree and, worst of all, might have to be reduced or discontinued altogether 
owing to financial difficulties. He wondered what might prove to be the consequences of such 

a grave situation, particularly to his own country which was unable to bear any financial 
commitment in that regard. 

His delegation urged the Committee to give thorough consideration to the humanitarian 
problem before it and to support the draft resolution which effectively safeguarded the health 
of those oppressed peoples. 

Miss ABDEL- MESSIH (Lebanon) emphasized the basic importance of healthy housing in the 
achievement of physical, mental and social wellbeing. WHO had published a number of reports 
on that subject, all of which had stressed certain basic requirements and had included housing 

as a natural right of all human beings. Reports had also been published on slums and the need 
to do away with them, as they constituted a breeding ground for communicable diseases. 

Since the arrival of hundreds of thousands of Palestine refugees in her country from 1948 

onwards, the problem of slums had become extremely serious in Lebanon and had given rise to 
epidemics of infants' diseases in the refugee camps, In spite of the efforts made by UNRWA, 
health conditions among refugees were deplorable. Moreover, over the last two years the slum 
problem in Lebanon had deteriorated further and now affected its nationals, tens of thousands 

of them having been forced to find shelter in areas surrounding the towns, owing to a series 

of aggressions committed by a Member State of the Organization. 

She was fully aware that the Organization was concerned with public health and not with 
politics, but when politics were responsible for destroying all progress in the health field 
in a country, WHO was, more than any other, the organization which should uphold the cause of 
public health and take a sincere and firm stand in the matter. Her delegation would accordingly 
urge the Committee to give its support to the draft resolution which had been submitted on the 

subject. 

Her delegation wished to thank the Director of Health of UNRWA for the services rendered 
by that agency in spite of its financial difficulties, 

Dr VENEDIКТOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that the question of the Palestine 
refugees had been discussed more than once in the United Nations and nearly every year at the 
Health Assembly. 

In recent years the problem had been further complicated by the aggression against the 
Arab territories of one Member State. If that state had complied with the United Nations 
resolutions on the subject, and particularly with that affirming the unalienable right of the 
Palestine refugees to repatriation and compensation, the problem would have been equitably 
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solved a long time since. The already difficult situation of the refugees had been consi- 
derably aggravated by the events of 1967 which had greatly increased their number, so that it 
was not surprising that the international organization concerned with their welfare had 
found itself in difficulties. His delegation was convinced that the prerequisite for the 
solution of the problem was the withdrawal of the Israeli forces from the occupied territories 
and Israel`s compliance with the relevant United Nations resolutions. 

His country was giving direct voluntary assistance to the peoples of the Arab territories, 
since it considered that under present circumstances that form of aid was the most effective. 

His delegation would support the draft resolution, on the understanding that the terms 
of paragraph 5 (b) did not in any way imply that WHO or any other organization would be 
involved in expenditure that it was the responsibility of the aggressor to bear. 

Dr RABBAT (Syria) said that his delegation had studied with care the report submitted 
by the Director -General, expressed its gratitude to him for compiling the information and 
for his understanding of the human and medical problems constituted by the refugees in the 
Middle East. His delegation was also grateful to WHO for the support it had given to the 
work of UNRWA to the extent of its capabilities with a view to helping the Arab refugees who 
were victims of Zionist aggression and to alleviating their suffering. 

He requested that a sufficient number of copies of the annual report for 1969 presented by 
the Director of Health of UNRWA should be distributed to delegations for their information. 

His delegation was in agreement with many of the points made in the Director-General's 
report now before the Committee, but wished to express a number of reservations. It would 
appear that the report created an unduly optimistic impression and would lead the reader to 
believe that a certain improvement had taken place in the lot of the Arab refugees. That 
was, unfortunately, far from the truth, as a forced massive displacement of population had 
taken place from Gaza due to the territorial expansion planned by the occupying power. 
Furthermore, persons were being displaced as a result of daily dynamite attacks on more than 
2000 homes. Air raids were being carried out on civilian targets, killing old people, women 
and children. Consequently, the situation had clearly deteriorated. 

Referring to the reply by the Government of Israel to the letter addressed to the 
governments concerned by the Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean - to the effect 
that there were no displaced persons in Israel, while refugees were being taken care of by 
UNRWA - he said that there could be no basis for any such claim. Moreover, the health 
situation of the population in occupied territory should be taken into account; its deterio- 
ration was certainly the responsibility of the occupying power. In that connexion, he cited 
examples of hospitals that had been converted for military and police used 

The statement made in paragraph 4.1 to the effect that the period of relative quiescence 
in 1969 had provided certain governments with the opportunity of dealing more easily with the 
various health problems could not unfortunately be supported by any evidence that the occupying 
authorities were caring for the health of the populations or that the situation in that regard 
had improved as compared with 1968 or 1967; indeed, the contrary was doubtless true, taking 
into account daily reports received from information agencies and the reports of international 
commissions, which stated that the Israelis were continuing their policy of dynamite attacks 
on homes and of bringing moral and material pressure to bear to compel the inhabitants to 

leave their homes. 

Israel's continued refusal to receive and co- operate with United Nations Commissions and 
its non -application of the Geneva Convention on the protection of civilian persons constituted 
irrefutable evidence of its fears that neutral commissions might get to know of the inadequate 
living conditions of the populations in occupied territories and that the world might thus 

realize the extent to which the occupying authorities were disregarding the most fundamental 
humanitarian principles. 
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With those reservations, his delegation was prepared to approve the remainder of the 

Director -General's report, which faithfully described the inhuman situation in which the 

inhabitants of the occupied territories, the refugees and displaced persons found themselves. 

He also expressed gratitude to the Director -General for having drawn the attention of 

world public opinion to the fact that the state of health of those populations might well 

deteriorate as a result of the financial situation of UNRWA, which might find itself in the 

position of being obliged to reduce further the already restricted services provided for the 

refugees. In that connexion, he drew attention to the specific references contained in 

paragraph 5.6 to the repercussions of that financial situation on UNRWA's health programme 

if additional funds were not forthcoming immediately. His delegation endorsed the request 

to the Director -General to take all the effective measures in his power to safeguard health 

conditions among refugees and displaced persons in the Middle East, as well as the effort made 

to draw the attention of the Health Assembly to the deplorable consequences that would follow 

any reduction in the UNRWA programme. 

In its reply to the letter addressed to it by the Regional Director for the Eastern 

Mediterranean, his Government had stated that the number of displaced persons following the 

aggression of June 1967 amounted to approximately 140 000, and that the Ministry of Public 

Health had assumed complete responsibility for providing health and social care to those dis- 

placed persons in temporary camps until they could return to their own homes. He drew 

attention to the fact that medical supplies and vaccines had run out, and that further gifts 

of that nature were urgently needed. 

He paid tribute to the work done by the Palestine Red Crescent, as well as by its affi- 

liated societies, which had been set up to render assistance to all Palestinians in need of 

medical help and to fight against communicable diseases and diseases due to malnutrition and 

inadequate living conditions. 

His delegation considered that the sole means whereby the situation of the refugees and 

displaced persons could be alleviated was to enable them to return to their own homes, and 

that principles of international law should be brought to bear in that regard. 

Dr AL -AWADI (Kuwait) said that the Director -General had portrayed in his report the 

human sufferings being endured by the refugees and displaced persons, and had emphasized the 

fact that more efforts needed to be made and that constant vigilance was essential; his 

delegation hoped that the Committee would heed that warning. The populations concerned were 

not only living in appalling conditions where not even minimum health requirements were met, 

but were threatened by constant aggression and deadly weapons. Their plight called for the 

sympathy of all and for efforts to maintain an adequate level of health conditions. 

The references contained in the report to the growing threat to UNRWA's health programme 

constituted by its financial predicament made it imperative for the Health Assembly to consider 

the matter. The Director -General had felt bound to draw attention to the unsatisfactory 

health situation which might result if UNRWA's health programme suffered the envisaged curtail- 

ments. When one considered that a move from tents to shacks of galvanized metal, measuring 

11 square metres and housing six to twelve persons, was considered an improvement, it became 

all too evident that the situation was unacceptable. The plight of those people showed where 

human greed and aggression could lead the world. The grave existing health conditions would 

become even worse if the aid of UNRWA were withdrawn. Consequently, his delegation had been 

one of the sponsors of the draft resolution submitted, which sought to establish minimum safe- 

guards for the health of those unfortunate people. He earnestly appealed to the Committee to 

give it its support. 

Dr AL -WAHBI (Iraq) said that once again delegates were faced with the painful situation of 

poor, destitute, unfortunate people, numbering more than one and a half million refugees and 

displaced persons who through no fault of their own had been driven from their homes and 

countries and subjected to tyrannical and cruel treatment. Previous speakers had emphasized 

that malnutrition and disease were rife, and that communicable diseases were spreading like 

wildfire. 
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His delegation strongly supported the draft resolution before the Committee. He recalled 

the cruel treatment meted out by the occupying authorities; it was clear that Israel had never 

heeded the basic principles of human rights nor the provision of the Geneva Conventions. He 

reminded delegates that the United Nations Commission on Human Rights had set up a special 

working group of experts to investigate alleged violations of human rights in Israeli occupied 

territories in the Middle East and also its violation of the Geneva Convention relative to the 

protection of civilian persons in time of war, of 12 August 1949. 

Quoting from Press Release No. 16/70 of 24 February 1970, issued by the United Nations 

Information Centre for Iraq, he pointed out that the Working Group had heard a total of 103 

persons and had received a large number of written communications. He then quoted the con- 

clusions reached by the Working Group. 

He felt that the least the World Health Assembly could do to help distressed people who 

were victims of an aggression unprecedented in history was to give them all the assistance from 

the health point of view that they needed. 

Dr El -GAFAR KHALAF (United Arab Republic) emphasized the importance of the item before 

the Committee; it concerned the minimum health requirements of one and a half million human 

beings - displaced persons, refugees and inhabitants of the occupied territories. He felt 

that the pertinent facts bearing on the health of those people should be brought into the 

light. 

During the past two years, the World Health Assemblies had adopted two resolutions 

requesting the return of the refugees and displaced persons to their homes. What had been 

the result? Israel had rejected the two resolutions, as it had rejected the resolutions of 

the United Nations General Assembly. 

UNRWA, the agency authorized to take care of the refugees, was in financial difficulties 

because it was having to build emergency camps. In that connexion he referred members of 

the Committee to the report of the Commissioner- General of UNRWA, in which he described that the 

camps were deserted. Refugees and displaced persons had been forced to spend three severe 

winters in those camps because Israel had prohibited their return to their homes and had pre- 

vented them from going to live in the UNRWA camps on the West Bank of Jordan. The camps on 

the West Bank were much better than those which UNRWA had had to build. Time and again the 

Commissioner- General of UNRWA had referred in his report to that point and to the inhuman 

refusal of Israel. In the Commissioner -General's report, submitted to the United Nations 

General Assembly in 1968, he had referred to the fact that some of UNRWA's best camps, 

schools, clinics and other facilities stood idle in Jerusalem, and that camps on the West Bank 

of Jordan were partly empty while the former inhabitants were lodged in tents in East Jordan. 

Appeals had been made to Israel to allow the displaced persons to return to the better 

camps, but no action had been taken. In 1969 the Commissioner- General again reported to the 

General Assembly that one camp on the West Bank of Jordan was only partly occupied, while the 

former inhabitants lived in barely tolerable conditions in emergency camps. 

The Commissioner- General had also referred to attacks by Israel against the shelters 

occupied by the refugees, and had given the number of shelters so demolished. Three UNRWA 

schools had been damaged. 

The refugees and displaced persons should be allowed to return to their homes, and his 

delegation would support any initiative to that end. 

Recalling the meagre sum allocated for the feeding and medical care of the refugees, he 

felt that WHO could not remain indifferent to their plight. 

He then referred to the Working Group of experts set up by the Commission on Human Rights 

and their findings and also to the International Red Cross Conference at Istanbul and its 

recommendations. 

Israel had signed and ratified the Geneva Convention of 1949 but was not applying its 

provisions; the world should call upon that countrysto fulfil its obligations. 

• 
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Referring to the health conditions of the Egyptian population in the occupied parts of 

Sinai, he said that they had greatly deteriorated and that tuberculosis was spreading. His 

country had tried to help those people and had contacted the International Red Cross, asking 

that 1400 tons of medical supplies and foodstuffs be taken into the country; however, Israel 

had refused to allow that to be done. 

He pointed out that in certain parts of the occupied territories hospitals had been 

requisitioned, as had also blood banks and clinics, and doctors had been imprisoned. 

He appealed to all to help the unfortunate refugees and displaced persons. 

Mr JEREMIC (Yugoslavia) expressed full support for the statement of the delegate of the 

United Arab Republic on the very important item before the Committee. 

He recalled World Health Assembly resolutions WНА21.38 and WНА22.43, both of which had 

emphasized that the refugees and displaced persons should be allowed to return to their homes. 

However, that recommendation had not been complied with. 

The United Nations General Assembly, at its twenty -third and twenty - fourth sessions, had 

again emphasized that Israel should take effective and immediate steps for the return without 

delay of those inhabitants who had fled the areas since the outbreak of hostilities. It was 

for that reason that the sponsors of the draft resolution before the Committee had included 

operative paragraph 2. 

Referring to operative paragraph 3, he pointed out that the United Nations Security Council 

and General Assembly, as well as the United Nations Commission on Human Rights, had demanded 

that the provisions of the Fourth Geneva Convention should be applied by Israel. 

Operative paragraph 5 of the draft resolution requested the Director -General to make a 

worldwide appeal and asked that effective assistance be given to the refugees and also to the 

inhabitants of the occupied territories. 

Dr OSIECKI (Poland) expressed thanks to the Director -General for his report and full 

support for the draft resolution before the Committee. 

The problems of refugees and displaced persons remained unsolved, and the work of UNRWA 

was threatened for lack of funds. The refugees and displaced persons continued to live in 

bad conditions and disease was spreading. The only solution to the problem was for the 

refugees and displaced persons to be allowed to return to their homes and to lead normal lives. 

Mr VALERA (Spain) expressed thanks to the Director -General for the work achieved, and 

concern at the present situation as regards the refugees and displaced persons. He recalled 

resolution WНА22.43 which, among other things, deplored the deficiency of the health conditions 

in the occupied territories in the Middle East. 

It was for the reasons which his delegation had expressed at the time of the Twenty- second 

World Health Assembly - namely, because it was concerned about health conditions in the Middle 
East - that it had co- sponsored the draft resolution now before the Committee. 

Dr KOUROUMA (Guinea) reminded members of the Committee of the statement he had made in the 

ninth plenary meeting, on 13 May, in which he had referred to imperialist and Zionist crimina- 
lity. It was not a question of racialism, but of right and justice, and his concern was above 

all people's safety. What had happened to the Palestinians could happen to other peoples. 

And there was the question of faithfulness to the calling of WHO. 

He reminded members of the Committee of the international deontological code adopted in 

Sao Paulo, and of the Geneva Conventions. It was sad to think that those conventions were 

being trampled down and that might was right in the present anachronistic situation, with one 

people having all the rights in the international arena, while others had their property 

violated and were exiled. 
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Replying to those who said that the problem was a political one, outside the competence 

of WHO, he spoke of the public health aspects of the situation. The very fact that those 

responsible went unpunished was an encouragement to them to continue. Such an injustice was 

also a danger to others. Israel could count on reactionary forces for support, but the wheel 

of destiny would swing against them once again. One could lose a battle without losing the 

war. The governments supporting Israel had no right to sacrifice the honour of their peoples. 

It must be recognized that men were ruled by their ideals, and their actions followed on. An 

anachronistic action could not be good or consistent with real progress. WHO as an organiza- 

tion devoted to the cause of humanity and health could not fail to judge criminal acts. 

In co- sponsoring the draft resolution condemning Israel, the delegation of Guinea had not 

sought to please anyone, but it could not fail to distinguish between right and wrong. Every 

people had the right to express its special genius and benefit humanity. No one had the right 

to subjugate another people, and no one should support Zionist imperialism. Progress was hard 

enough to achieve without man being his own enemy. That was the message behind the draft 

resolution. 

The delegates' present task was not to discuss the Palestine problem or to list crimes 

against humanity, but to adopt a resolution that was in line with the United Nations Charter 

and the Constitution of WHO and enabled those who had ratified them to do honour to their 

peoples. 

Man was already sufficiently plagued by natural catastrophes; surely there was no need 

for him to add to the suffering. How would the aggressors feel if it were their families 

that were being killed, mutilated and made destitute? For his delegation, it was not an 

Arab or a Muslim problem, but a question of the people's general development. States must 

recognize their interdependence and the fragility of civilization. The efforts of all were 

needed to ensure progress. 

A newspaper which certainly could not be accused of having a "red" reputation had reported 

that torture had been perpetrated by the Israeli authorities with the participation of doctors. 

One could not remain indifferent to such reports, and those who did not want to believe them 

were deliberately turning a blind eye. Delegations had their instructions, he knew, con- 

cerning their reactions to questions on the Health Assembly's agenda, but he appealed to them 

not to turn their backs on the truth and register a purely intellectual reaction. They were 

doctors and essentially sensitive people, and should use their intelligence and act accordingly. 

They should feel for the victims of the situation and show solidarity with those who suffered, 

as humanity suffered for each injury to one of its members. No one was free until the force 

of argument won against the argument of force. 

The draft resolution's provisions were a minimum, and he hoped that the appeal he had 

made in its support would be heard. If it was, WHO would have demonstrated its maturity and 

faithfulness to its mission. 

Dr ESCALONA (Cuba) said that his delegation supported the draft resolution. The 

delegate of the United Arab Republic had described the terrible situation in the Middle East 

with great clarity, and the Cuban delegation wished to express its militant solidarity with 

all peoples fighting for freedom against their oppressors. The draft resolution was just 

one element among others in the campaign to call proper attention in a world forum to the 

situation. 

Dr BEN SALEM (Tunisia) said that international conscience could not remain indifferent to 

the situation in the Middle East, and it was right that WHO should be asked to do something 

for the refugees and displaced persons, innocent victims of a complicated sequence of events. 

The members of the Committee were men trained to promote welfare, and they now had an 

additional opportunity to help relieve suffering. None should fail in his duty. The 

delegation of Tunisia would unreservedly support the draft resolution. 



Dr EL BAGHIR SALER (Sudan) joined the previous speakers in 
The report of the Director of Health of UNRWA was a frightening 

the misery and bad health of so many people. It should be the 

throughout the world. 
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support of the draft resolution. 

document, revealing as it did 

aim of WHO to help mankind 

Dr FAKHRO (Bahrain) reminded delegates that there had been millions of refugees and dis- 

placed persons as a result of the Second World War, which had lasted only for about five years. 

The problem that was being faced today had entered its third decade, and there was no knowing 

how long it would continue. The basic solution of the problem was, of course, not in the 

hands of the Assembly - but the Organization could help to reduce the mental strain and 
physical deterioration that resulted from such a tragic situation, and he accordingly appealed 
to all delegates to support the draft resolution now before them. 

Dr ROUHANI (Iran) said his delegation fully supported the draft resolution. 

Mr HASSAN (Somalia) said that in supporting the draft resolution his delegation was guided 

by purely humanitarian motives. He agreed with other speakers that to adopt it was the least 

the Health Assembly could do to improve the situation in the Middle East. 

Dr GJEBIN (Israel) agreed with one point made by the delegate of the Union of Soviet 

Socialist Republics, who, if he had understood him correctly, had called the problem of 
refugees a political one. The appropriate place for discussing such problems was the United 

Nations General Assembly. 

He regretted the melodramatic repetitions of preposterous allegations, and was concerned 

lest, as repetition was the essence of propaganda, delegates should finally tire of dis- 

believing them. Nevertheless, he was confident truth would prevail. 

Some days earlier his delegation had distributed to all others reports on the health 

situation in Israeli -administered territories. They showed things as they were, pointing 

out difficulties and shortcomings as well as some achievements, as any country report did. 

He could state emphatically that the allegations of deterioration of the health situation 

were quite unfounded. He had been able to confirm that in frequent visits to the areas 

concerned. Health services had not only been maintained; they had considerably improved 

over the last three years. New drugs and vaccines had been introduced and equipment 

installed, the budget had increased, and even an artificial kidney unit had been set up in 

Ramallah, not to mention the special medical care for patients requiring open -heart surgery, 

chest surgery and other complex investigations in Israeli hospitals, as mentioned also by the 

Director of Health of UNRWA in paragraph 38 of his report. 

There had been no epidemics except influenza in Israeli -administered territories, and 

the preventive services were being steadily extended and improved. Application had been made 
to WHO to approve the progression from surveillance to the maintenance phase of malaria 
eradication on the West Bank of Jordan. 

The shortage of doctors in Gaza and Sinai was due not to the expulsion of health 
personnel but to desertion, which was the reason for the employment of Israeli doctors, both 

Jewish and Arab, to help out. 

The Geneva Conventions had often been blatantly misrepresented. The International 

Committee of the Red Cross was their guardian, and not the present Committee. There was a 

difference over their interpretation between the International Committee and his Government 

concerning the legal applicability of one of the conventions, but it in no way affected the 
pragmatic implementation of the rules of the convention by Israel, or the practical work of 

the fifteen -man Red Cross delegation in Israel, which had the support and encouragement of 

the Israeli authorities. 

It would have been reasonable to expect that a representative of a state reported by 

the International Committee of the Red Cross on 2 June 1967 to have used poison gas in Yemen, 

in evident breach of the 1925 Geneva Protocol, would have exercised more restraint in making 

unfounded allegations. 
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He drew attention to paragraphs 4.1 and 4.2 of the Director -General's report, and to the 
report of the Director of Health of UNRWA, which stated that the health services were properly 
maintained. The proposed draft resolution was obviously based on false information, and his 
delegation would vote against it. 

In conclusion, he said that he had had the opportunity to observe at close range the work 
of the Department of Health of UNRWA, and wished to express his delegation's appreciation to 
the Director and his staff for their work. 

Dr EHRLICH (United States of America) said that the information contained in section 4 of 

the Director -General's report was encouraging. 

In the opinion of his delegation adoption of the draft resolution was undesirable, since 
it would mean committing WHO strongly to one side in the dispute in the Middle East and invol- 
ving the Organization heavily in political issues. That was particularly evident from the 
preambular paragraphs of the draft resolution. The United States delegation could not support 
it. 

Dr KOUROUMA (Guinea) said that, once again, statements had been misrepresented. And even 
if it had been true that the problem of refugees was a purely political one, the present item 

would not have been included in the agenda. As to the remarks concerning propaganda, he would 
say that everyone spread propaganda, and not least those who claimed they were not doing so. 

The delegate of Israel had spoken of frequent visits to the occupied territories. He 

himself had not received one of the reports which were said to have been circulated to all 
delegations, and as for the remarks on the improved situation, how did the hostilities, and 

the wounds inflicted by the aggressors, improve anything? Israel had only to leave the area 

in peace. The delegate had mentioned "Israeli- administered territories ". Why had he not 

named them? They did not belong to Israel. 

In answer to those who said that WHO should not commit itself to support one side or the 

other, he asked whether any of those present would be prepared to take part in a WHO mission 

to the area. The delegate who was the mouthpiece of the aggressors had given his first -hand 

report, and something should be done to redress that balance. Then would be the time to 

speak of historical truth. 

Mere chance had prevented the usurpers from being settled in parts of Africa. He appealed 

to all delegates to try to visualize their reactions if they had been the affected parties, and 

called on them in the name of civilization to support the draft resolution and condemn the 

aggression in the Middle East. 

The meeting rose at 5.40 p.m. 


