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During its eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth and fourteenth meetings held on 18 and 
19 May 1970, Committee В decided to recommend to the Twenty-third World Health Assembly 
the adoption of the attached resolutions relating to the following agenda items:
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3.13 - Consideration of the desirability and feasibility of the establishment 
of a group of representatives of Member States to consult with the 
External Auditor on his examination of the financial and administrative 
procedures of WHO

3.9.3 - Members in Arrears in the payment of their contributions to an extent 
which may invoke Article 7 of the Constitution

2.16.1 - Co-ordination with the United Nations, the specialized agencies and the 
International Atomic Energy Agency

Programme matters

Four resolutions have so far been adopted on this agenda item:

(1) Co-ordination with the United Nations, the specialized agencies 
and the International Atomic Energy Agency - Programme matters

(2) Human Rights

(3) Drug Dependence

(4) Second United Nations Development Decade

2.16.2 - Co-ordination with the United Nations, the specialized agencies and the 
International Atomic Energy Agency

Study of the Capacity of the United Nations Development Decade
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CONSIDERATION OF THE DESIRABILITY AND FEASIBILITY OF THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OF A GROUP OF REPRESENTATIVES OF MEMBER STATES TO CONSULT WITH THE 

EXTERNAL AUDITOR ON HIS EXAMINATION OF THE FINANCIAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE
PROCEDURES OF WHO

The: Twenty-third World Health Assembly,

Having considered resolution EB45.R14, adopted by the Executive Board following its 
consideration of the desirability and feasibility of the establishment of a group of 
representatives of Member States to consult with the External Auditor on his examination 
of the financial and administrative procedures of WHO,

CONCURS in the recommendations and conclusions of the Executive Board.
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MEMBERS IN ARREARS IN THE PAYMENT OF THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO AN EXTENT WHICH MAY INVOKE ARTICLE 7 OF THE CONSTITUTION

The Twenty-third World Health Assembly,

Having considered resolution EB45.R25 of the Executive Board and the report of its 
Ad Hoc Committee on Members in Arrears in the payment of their contributions to an extent 
which may invoke Article 7 of the Constitution;

Noting with regret and concern that the Dominican Republic, Haiti and Paraguay are 
in arrears to such an extent that it is necessary for the Assembly to consider, in 
accordance with Article 7 of the Constitution, whether or not the voting privileges of 
these Members should be suspended;

Having considered the explanations given by the Permanent Representative of the 
Dominican Republic on the situation in that country in his communication to the Director- 
General ; and

Noting that neither Haiti nor Paraguay are present at the Twenty-third World Health 
Assembly;

1. DECIDES not to suspend the voting privileges of the Dominican Republic at the 
Twenty-third World Health Assembly, in the light of the assurances received in the 
letter of 12 May 1970 from the representative of this country;

2. APPRECIATES the assurance provided by the Government of Haiti concerning a payment 
to be made on 19 May 1970; and

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to communicate this resolution to the three Members 
concerned and to continue his efforts to obtain payment of their outstanding arrears.



PROGRAMME MATTERS 

The Twenty-third World Health Assembly,

Noting the rapid developments in human activities which are resulting in the 
appearance of situations that are a source of concern from the health viewpoint;

Considering that the situations thus created are leading to the setting up of 
various bodies some of which are actively participating in the solution of health 
problems ;

With the aim of preventing the unwarranted dispersal or overlapping of effort,

1. CONFIRMS that the World Health Organization is the United Nations body specifically 
competent to deal with health problems;

2. AFFIRMS the importance of the co-ordinating role which the World Health Organization 
should play; and

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to continue his efforts with a view to preventing 
the proliferation of uncoordinated health activities and, further, to ensure the leading 
role- of WHO in the field of health.

CO-ORDINATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS, THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES
AND THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY
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PROGRAMME MATTERS

HUMAN RIGHTS

CO-ORDINATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS, THE SPECIALIZED
AGENCIES AND THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY

The Twenty-third World Health Assembly

1. RECALLS the long-standing co-operation between the World Health Organization and the 
United Nations Commission on Human Rights;

2. FURTHER recalls resolution 2450 (XXIII) adopted by the United Nations General Assembly, 
which requested the Secretary-General with the co-operation, inter alia, of the executive 
heads of the competent specialized agencies, to prepare a study of problems in connexion 
with human rights arising from developments in science and technology;

3. NOTES that the Director-General transmitted to the United Nations a preliminary 
memorandum on "the protection of the human personality and its physical and intellectual 
integrity, in the light of advances in medicine, chemistry and bio-chemistry” ;

4. REAFFIRMS that the right to health is a fundamental human right;

5. CONSIDERS that the health aspect of human rights in the light of scientific and 
technological progress is within the competence of the World Health Organization; and

6. REQUESTS the Director-General

(a) to reaffirm to the Secretary-General of the United Nations the Organization’s 
willingness to undertake responsibility for the preparation of a document dealing with 
the health aspects of human rights in the light of scientific and technological 
developments,

(b) to study further the implications of this matter for the Organization and to 
report to the Executive Board at a future session.
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PROGRAMME MATTERS

DRUG DEPENDENCE

CO-ORDINATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS, THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES
AND THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY

The Twenty-third World Health Assembly,

Noting with great concern the extensive and serious public health problems resulting 
from the self-administration of dependence-producing drugs, in particular among the 
younger age-group;

Recalling resolution WHA18.47; WHA20.43; WHA20.42 and WHA21.42 concerning certain 
dependence-producing drugs not now under international control;

Noting that the Economic and Social Council has decided1 to convene in 1971 a 
plenipotentiary conference to adopt a Draft Protocol on Psychotropic Substances;

Considering that a decision on the control of a substance liable to abuse to the 
extent of constituting a public health problem must be based primarily on medical judgement 
as to both its dependence-producing properties and therapeutic usefulness;

Convinced that there is an urgent need at local, national and international levels 
to implement improved preventive, treatment and rehabilitation measures,

1. RECOMMENDS that the World Health Organization should encourage and assist the 
development of improved preventive, treatment and rehabilitation programmes and the 
pursuit of needed knowledge in the field of drug dependence;

2. URGES Member States to promote preventive, therapeutic, rehabilitative, and research 
programmes in this field; and

3. REQUESTS the Director-General

(i) to develop means for the international collection and exchange of data on the 
prevalence and incidence of drug dependence, and on the human and environmental 
factors associated therewith;

(ii) to ensure that the constitutional responsibilities of the World Health Organization 
are effectively discharged in international programmes for the control of the abuse of 
dependence-producing drugs ;

(iii) to seek, without excluding the possibility of establishing a standing committee, 
the most effective procedures for examining the various factors involved of a medical, 
scientific and social nature and for enabling the Organization to receive all useful 
advice concerning the need to restrict the availability of any drug on the grounds of 
its liability to misuse; and

(iv) to report to the Executive Board and to the Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly 
on developments in this matter.

1 United Nations Economic and Social Council Resolution e/res/i474 (XLVIII).
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b v';. : > PROGRAMME MATTERS

SECOND UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT DECADE

The Twenty-third World Health Assembly, -

Having considered the Director-General*s report on Co-ordination with other 
organizations* the,United. Nations, the specialized agencies and the International Atomic 
Energy Agency,on programme, matters affecting the activities of the World Health Organization;

Mindful of the increasing need in developing and developed countries for accelerated 
health improvement ,in the Second United Nations’Development Decade;
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, Recalling its resolutions WHA20.52, WHA2D.53 and WHA22.55,

1. NOTES with satisfaction the Director-General’s report1 on co-ordination with other 
organizations of the United Nations system on programme matters; and

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to continue to co-operate with other organizations of 
the United Nations system in the formulation of the international strategy for the Second 
United Nations Development Decade and in the related activities, and to report to the 
Executive Board and to each World Health Assembly to be held during the Second Development 
Decade, on the action pursued and progress made1 in the health component of the international 
strategy for the Second, Development Decade.

CO-ORDINATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS, THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES
AND THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY

1 Document А23/р&в/ю.
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STUDY OF THE CAPACITY OF THE UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT DECADE

CO-ORDINATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS, THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES
AND THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY

The Twenty-third World Health Assembly,
1Having considered the progress report of the Director-General on the Study of the 

Capacity of the United Nations Development System;^
3Having noted the comments of the Inter-Agency Consultative Board and the report of4the Administrator of UNDP thereon, as well as the Progress Report of the Governing Council 

on its special session,

1. REAFFIRMS its belief that country programming as proposed by the Capacity Study 
recommended by the Administrator of UNDP, and endorsed by the Governing Council can 
constitute a vital and valuable means of meeting the needs of countries and of planning 
technical assistance;

2. REITERATES the readiness of the Organization to advise on the planning of the health 
sector of country programmes;

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to continue to participate as and when necessary in 
discussions on the Capacity of the United Nations System; and

4. REQUESTS the Director-General to report on the subject to the Executive Board at its 
forty-seventh session and to the Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly.

1 А 2 3 /Р &в /И .

^ United Nations Development Programme document DP/5.

 ̂United Nations Development Programme document DP/б.

 ̂United Nations Development Programme document DP/7.

5 United Nations Development Programme document DP/l/i28.


