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HEALTH ASSISTANCE TO REFUGEES AND DISPLACED PERSONS IN
THE MIDDLE EAST

The Twenty-third World Health Assembly,

Mindful of the principle that the health of all peoples is fundamental to the attainment 
of peace and security;

Having considered the Director-General’s report"1" of 1 May 1970, and the annual report of 
the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for the Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA);

Recalling its resolutions WHA21.38 and WHA22.43 on health assistance to refugees and 
displaced persons in the Middle East;

Noting with grave concern that the refusal to abide by the Fourth Geneva Convention 
relative to the protection of civilian persons in time of war of 12 August 1949, as well as 
the refusal to apply United Nations resolutions regarding the refugees and displaced persons 
continue to cause immense sufferings to the life and health of the inhabitants of the occupied 
territories as well as the refugees and the displaced persons in the Middle East,

1. REAFFIRMS its resolution WHA21.38 and WHA22.43 on health assistance to refugees and 
displaced persons;

2. DEEMS IT NECESSARY, for the protection of the life and physical and mental health of the 
refugees and displaced persons, that they be immediately afforded their right to return to 
their homes, in accordance with the relevant resolutions of the United Nations;

3. CALLS UPON Israel, for the safeguarding of the life and the physical and mental health 
of the inhabitants of the occupied territories, to abide by its obligations under the Fourth 
Geneva Convention relative to the protection of Civilian Persons in time of war of 12 August 
1949;

4. EXPRESSES its appreciation to the Director-General of the WHO, the Director of Health of 
UNRWA and to the specialized and other organizations that provide assistance to the refugees, 
displaced persons and the inhabitants of the occupied territories in the Middle East; and

5. REQUESTS the Director-General of the WHO

(a) to issue a world wide appeal to governments and humanitarian organizations, to make 
available to the International Committee of Red Cross, material and human aid to the 
inhabitants of the occupied territories;

(b) to take all other effective measures in his power to safeguard health conditions 
amongst refugees, displaced persons and the inhabitants of the occupied territories in 
the Middle East;

(c) to report to the Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly on the implementation of 
this resolution.
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CO-ORDINATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS, THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES 
AND THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY

PROGRAMME MATTERS

THE RAPID PROHIBITION OF CHEMICAL AND BACTERIOLOGICAL (BIOLOGICAL)
WEAPONS

The Twenty-third World Health Assembly,

Guided by the principles of the Constitution of the World Health Organization;

Recalling the danger hanging over mankind as a result of the ever-continuing work to 
develop new forms of chemical and bacteriological (biological) weapons, and also as a result 
of their stockpiling;

Expressing its profound anxiety in regard to the cases that are recurring of the use of 
chemical means of waging warfare;

Bearing in mind resolution WHA20.54 in which the World Health Organization has already 
expressed its deep conviction that scientific achievements, and particularly in the field of 
biology and medicine - that most humane science - should be used only for mankind’s benefit, 
but never to do it any harm;

Taking into account the terms of resolution 2603 (XXIV), adopted by the General Assembly 
of the United Nations at its Twenty-fourth Session, which stated that the prospects for 
general and complete disarmament under strict and effective international control and hence 
for peace throughout the world would brighten significantly if the development, production 
and stockpiling of chemical and bacteriological (biological) agents intended for purposes of 
war were to end and if they were eliminated from all military arsenals;

Noting with approval the report of the Director-General of WHO and a group of consultants 
on the disastrous consequences for human health to which the use of chemical and bacteriological 
(biological) weapons could lead, a report which was transmitted to the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations in accordance with paragraph 2 of the operative part of resolution WHA22.58, 
adopted by the Twenty-second World Health Assembly;

Drawing attention to the fact that the question of prohibiting the development, 
production and stockpiling of all forms of chemical and bacteriological (biological) weapons 
is very closely linked with the problem of the protection of the human environment against 
pollution; and

Declaring that the use not only of chemical and bacteriological (biological) weapons but 
also of any chemical and bacteriological (biological) agents for the purposes of war might 
lead to a disturbance of ecological processes which in its turn would menace the existence of 
modern civilization,

1. PROPOSES that the Director-General should continue to co-operate with the Secretary- 
General of the United Nations with a view to promoting the rapid prohibition of the development, 
production and stockpiling of chemical and bacteriological (biological) weapons and ensuring 
their destruction;

2. APPEALS once more to the governments of countries which have not yet ratified the Geneva 
Protocol of 17 June 1925 to accede to that important and highly humane international agreement 
in the nearest possible future;
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3. EMPHASIZES the need for the rapid prohibition of the development, production and stock
piling of chemical and bacteriological (biological) weapons and the destruction of stocks of 
such weapons as a necessary measure in the fight for human health;

4. CALLS UPON all medical associations and all medical workers to consider it their moral 
and professional duty to give every possible assistance to the international movement 
directed towards the complete prohibition of chemical and bacteriological (biological) means 
of waging war; and

5. REQUESTS the Director-General to transmit this resolution to the Secretary—General of 
the United Nations and also to distribute it among Member States and a wide medical public.


