
WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION rwr n A 23/17

ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTÉ 12 May 1970

TWENTY-THIRD WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

Agenda item 1.13

ADMISSION OF NEW MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Communication addressed to the President 
of the Twenty-third World Health Assembly

The President of the Twenty-third World Health Assembly has the honour to transmit to 
the World Health Assembly the contents of a communication dated 11 May 1970 addressed to him 
by the Head of the Delegation of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to the Twenty-third 
World Health Assembly.'*'
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ANNEX

TO PROFESSOR H. AYE 
PRESIDENT OF THE TWENTY-THIRD WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

Mr President,

I have received from a delegation of the German Democratic Republic at present in Geneva 
on the occasion of the Twenty-third World Health Assembly, a statement dealing with certain 
aspects of the request for the admission of the German Democratic Republic to Membership of 
the World Health Organization, a question which is at present submitted for consideration by 
the Assembly in plenary meeting.

As co-author of the draft resolution concerning the admission of the GDR to WHO, I feel 
that it would be useful for the delegations of numerous countries to be informed of the said 
statement so as to arrive at a decision on the above-mentioned request in full accord with 
the letter and spirit of our Constitution. I should therefore like to ask you to be kind 
enough to circulate the attached statement as an official Assembly document.

Yours faithfully,

D. Venediktov 
Delegate of the USSR

11 May 1970

Attached: document mentioned
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Annex

STATEMENT OF THE DELEGATION OF THE GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
STAYING IN GENEVA ON THE OCCASION OF THE TWENTY-THIRD WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

In connexion with the application for membership of the GDR in the WHO, which is before 
the Twenty-third WHA, the delegation of the FRG with a "memorandum” addressed to many delega
tions represented in this Assembly, has made another attempt at preventing the admission of 
the German Democratic Republic to the WHO.

In view of the growing international authority of the GDR, the delegation of the FRG 
resorts to shabby political assertions which are untenable both from the point of view of 
international law and objectivity.

The delegation of the GDR regrets that the FRG, itself a member of the WHO, thus infringes 
upon the latter's constitutional rules and wants to introduce a political dispute into a 
humanitarian organization.

Since the foundation of the organization in 1946, the Member States have felt that it is 
inadmissible to make political motivations a basis for a decision on the admission of a state 
to the WHO.

The application of the GDR is in full conformity with the WHO Constitution and with the 
recent statement of its Director-General that universality is necessary for this organization. 
As has already been emphasized by many delegations during the general discussion in the 
Twenty-third World Health Assembly, the WHO can fulfil its tasks only with the participation 
of all states. Diseases do not respect any boundaries; to combat them necessitates the 
co-operation of all states. He who opposes universality curtails the efficiency of the 
organization and renders the fulfilment of its tasks impossible.

The founder states of the organization already proceeded from this conclusion when 
demanding that membership in the WHO should be open to all states. The admission of new 
members, therefore, is last but not least exclusively within the competence of the WHO.
Since its existence the WHO has admitted twenty states which either are not members, or were 
not members of the United Nations Organization at the time they submitted their application 
for membership in the WHO.

It be recalled that the FRG also was admitted to the WHO without being a member of the 
UN, No member state ever raised the objection that this was a "political question" which is 
outside the competence of the WHO and which should be settled by the United Nations Organi
zation.

As is known, the admission of the FRG to the WHO in 1951 was not made subject to an 
allegedly unresolved "German question". And it is quite preposterous that almost twenty 
years later the delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany attempts to torpedo the admission 
of the GDR by raising such an objection.

The delegation of the FRG grotesquely asserts that the admission of the GDR as a member 
of the WHO would disturb the forthcoming talks between the Heads of Government of the GDR and 
FRG. The contrary is true. It is not the membership of the GDR in the WHO, but the 
discriminatory, anti-humanitarian attitude of the FRG which seriously jeopardizes those talks. 
With its attitude, the FRG interferes in the affairs of a humanitarian international organi
zation by expecting its Member States that they should make the admission of the GDR dependent 
upon the outcome of political negotiations and the development of bilateral relations between 
two states.



A23/17 
page 4

Annex

The "Memorandum" is also in gross contradiction to the assurances given by Federal 
Chancellor Brandt in Erfurt, i.e. that the Federal Government does not arrogate to itself the 
right to represent "the GDR in addition to the FRG", and that the attitude of third states 
towards the GDR was a matter of their sovereign decision.

By rejecting the application for membership of the GDR, the FRG obviously wants to with
hold from the Member States of the WHO the great potentialities offered by the GDR health 
system, and thus to prevent an effective contribution to the fulfilment of the important tasks, 
which are before the WHO and beneficial to all peoples, from being made.

The GDR delegation resolutely rejects the West German "Memorandum", because it clearly 
runs counter to the principles and goals of the World Health Organization, because it is 
expressive of the policy of the sole representation pretension, a policy hostile to detente, 
and because it constitutes an interference in the internal affairs of the German Democratic 
Republic,

The GDR delegation expresses its expectation that the Member States of the WHO will be 
guided, in their decision, by the principles of universality and humanity and that they will 
support the GDR's application for membership.

Geneva, 7 May 1970


