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METHOD OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY

Proposal by the Delegation of Norway

1. The study by the Executive Board of the method of work of the Health Assembly, which 
culminated in the resolution recommended for adoption to the Health Assembly in Resolution 
EB45.R28, is very helpful and, if most of the recommendations are accepted, should substan
tially facilitate the work of the Assembly. The change proposed in the terms of reference 
of the two main committees should make it possible for the Health Assembly to complete its 
work more expeditiously. The resolution recommended to the Twenty-third World Health 
Assembly is acceptable to the Delegation of Norway except for paragraph 2.

2. In our view, to have Committee В begin its work as early as has been suggested might be 
to the disadvantage of the work of the Assembly as a whole. We believe, firstly, that all 
delegates should have an opportunity to be present during the general discussions in the 
plenary meeting on the reports of the Executive Board and on the Annual Report of the 
Director-General, secondly, that all delegates should be free to attend the technical 
discussions, especially this year as the subject "Education for the Health Professions - 
Regional Aspects of a Universal Problem", is highly topical and must be of general interest
to everyone, and finally, that a large part of the usefulness of the present programme of work 
of the Health Assembly is that it affords an opportunity for delegations to consult together 
and discuss the various items on the agenda in an informal way before action has to be taken 
on them by the Assembly. The Health Assembly may well lose much of its real value if that 
opportunity disappears. If the Health Assembly were to take the decision in paragraph 2 
of the resolution, it would be impossible for such consultations to take place prior to the 
beginning of work in Committee B.

3. With the changes which would be made in the terms of reference of the two main committees 
under the decision proposed in paragraph 1 of the recommended resolution, the problems that 
the Health Assembly has had in the past years in completing its work on time may well be 
solved. Since the recommended resolution also provides for a review of the revised method
of work and a report to the Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly, it should not be necessary 
at this time to have Committee В meet while technical discussions are being held or during 
the general discussions in plenary meeting on the reports of the Executive Board and the 
Annual Report of the Director-General on the Work of WHO.

4. It is therefore proposed that paragraph 2 of the recommended resolution be replaced 
with the following text:

"2. FURTHER decides that technical discussions will continue to be held at 
the end of the first week of the Assembly and that neither Main Committee shall 
meet during that time, nor during plenary meetings of the Health Assembly."


