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SUMMARY RECORDS OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON ADMINISTRAT工ON AND FINANCE 

1 • Background 

1.1 Resolution WHA20.21, in its operative paragraph 5, requested "the Director-
General to examine the present documentation, in all languages, of the World Health 
Assembly and the Executive Board, with a view to promoting its greater efficiency 
and to report thereon to the Executive Board at its forty-first session"• 

1.2 The Di re с tor -General is reporting separately to the Board on this examination. 
One of the proposals which he is making in his report relates to the production of 
the summary records of the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance of the 
Executive Board

9
 on which the Standing Committee may wish to take a decision. 

2. Summary records of the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance of the 
Executive Board 

2.1 In a reply to a circular letter on the subject of promoting the greater 
efficiency of documentation, one Member suggested that, in view of the existence of 
the Standing Committee's report, the need for the Committee's minutes (summary 
records) should be examined. 

2.2 Minutes of the Standing Committee have been produced since the outset, when the 
•Executive Board constituted Itself the Standing Committee. It sometimes sat, in the 
very same meeting, both as the Board, then as the Committee. As a result, a single 
merged set of minutes was produced under the EB. ./Min series. When, in July 19斗9, 
a Standing Committee of seven members was constituted, the practice of having minutes 
continued, but no specific decision to that effect was taken• The minutes were then 
separate, and coded EB. ./AF/Min. • • 
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2.3 The Di г e ct or -General has examined the question of the need for these 
summary records and submits the following conclusions for considérât!on by 
the Committee : 

The summary records of the Standing Committee could well be 
dispensed with^ since all matters of substance are incorporated 
in the Committee

 1

 s report
 л 

2 N o significant change in the nature of the report would be necessary.. 

None of the applicable rules of p-rocedure would be violated by 
discontinuing tne production of the Committee'з summary records, 
and no change in the text of any rule would be required. 

2.3 Л The advantages of such a change in procedure would include the 
reduction in total documentation (i .e, some 27〇 pages of the old-
style format of the provisional summary records in English, their 
equivalent in French,, as well аз of the final records, bound, in 
English, French and Spanish)> the elimination of the duplication 
of substance and a saving of approximately $ 6)00 in future years. 
The services of pr éc i s ~ wri t e x̂ s would still be required , since 
their unedited notes are necessary for the preparation of the first 
draft of the report. 

2 Л The Director-General is accordingly proposing that the Standing 
Committee should examine

 9
 at the beginning of its session, the desirability 

of such a change
 л
 Should the Committee decide in favour of it, the 

Director-General could implement it immediately
e 

2.5 If the Committee decides that the production of the summary records 
of the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance should be 
discontinued, such a decision could be recorded in the Introduction to the 
Committee

1

 s Report or reported separately to the Board
 # 

2.6 In the event that the Board should decide that it wi she s the summary 
records issued, it would be possible to do so by using the unedited notes 
which are used as the basis of the report. 


