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ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Forty-first Session 

Provisional agenda item 6.5 

TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF WHO 

Plans for Celebration 

1. General 

Assembly approved in general 
anniversary as outlined in the 

1.1 In its resolution WHA20.401 the Twentieth World Health 
the plan for the celebration of the Organization's twentieth 
Director-General's report (document A20/AFL/21, attached) and, inter alia, invited "the 
Director-General to submit to the Executive Board any additions or revisions to the pro-
posals contained in his report which seem appropriate as a result of the decision to hold 
the Twenty-first World Health Assembly in Brazil.". In this connexion reference is made 
to document EB41/8 Rev.1, presented under provisional agenda item 4.3, in which the Director-
General reports on the developments which led to a change with regard to holding the World 
Health Assembly in Brazil. As the Twenty-first World Health Assembly will take place in 
Geneva the approved plan has been carried out with no significant alterations. 

2. Publications and other information material 

2.1 The Board will be interested to know that the preparation of the Second Ten Years 
report and other books and publications has proceeded satisfactorily, as have the production 
of special film, television and radio material. 

3. Participation of other organizations 

3.1 The United Nations and some of the specialized agencies have informed the Director-
General of their interest in participating, within their limitations, in actions to com-
memorate the occasion. Several inter-governmental organizations with which formal relations 
are established or permanent working contact is maintained, and many non-governmental 
organizations in official relations with the Organization, as well as a number of their 
national branches, have made it known that they will mark the occasion in some manner. 

4• Action at regional level 

4.1 The subject of the celebration of the twentieth anniversary was on the agendas of the 
regional committees at their sessions in 
to provide speakers who will address the 
memoration of the twentieth anniversary. 

autumn 1967. Each of them designated two countries 
World Health Assembly meeting to be held in com-

These countries are as follows : 

AFRO 
AMRO 
EMRO 
EURO 
SEARO 
WPRO: 

Liberia, Madagascar 
Chile, Jamaica 
Iran, Iraq 
France, USSR 
India, Indonesia 
Australia, Japan. 
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1 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 9th ed., p. 476 
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5. Action at national level 

5.1 So far 30 countries have informed the Organization that they will issue postage stamps 
or special cancellations commemorating the twentieth anniversary. The Director-General has 
little or no information on other national measures planned by Members. 

6. Celebration at the Twenty-first World Health Assembly 

6.1 According to the approved plan, the celebration of the twentieth anniversary will 
constitute an integral part of the Twenty-first World Health Assembly as an item on the 
agenda to which a whole day would be devoted. The Director-General considers that this 
should take place on the second day of the Health Assembly. 

6.2 The first day of the Assembly would be devoted to electing the President and estab-
lishing the General Committee； the agenda could also be adopted and the Executive Board's 
reports, as well as a brief report of the Director-General, submitted. 

6.3 The programme of the celebration will include addresses by guests and invitees 
including representatives of the host country, addresses by the President of the Twenty-first 
Assembly, the Chairman of the Executive Board and the Director-General, and by two speakers 
from each Region as indicated above. The necessary arrangements will be made in order to 
lend the appropriate solemnity to the celebration. 
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Agenda item 
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ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 

TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY OP WHO: 
PLANS FOR CELEBRATION 

1• Introduction 

l.i The celebration of the World Health Organization's twentieth anniversary in 
1968 was considered by the Executive Board at its thirty-ninth session, and the 
Board adopted resolution E B � 9 . R � w h i c h reads as follows : 

"Notitig that in 1968, twenty years will have elapsed since the 
foundation of the World Health Organization； and 

Considering that the twentieth anniversary of the Organization 
should be solomnly celebrated and that the entire year 1968 should be 
the Twentieth Anniversary Year, 

1. CONCURS with the plans for the celebration as outlined in the о Director"General1 s report； 

2. REQUESTS the Direct or-General 2 •.丨 

(i) to complete these plans taking into account the suggestions 
made by the members of the Board�^ 

2 
(ii) to proceed with the work outlined in his report and to 
undertake other action vdiich may be required for the timely 
carrying out of the measures for the.celebration； and 

(iii) to transmit the completed plans with a report on the work 
already undertaken to the Twentieth World Health Assembly; and 

1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org,, 157, 
2 
Document EB39/^9 attached as Annex 

)EB39/Min/l7 Rev.i, 633. 
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3. RECOMMENDS that the Twentieth WorM Heal th Assembly review the 
plans for the celebration of the twentieth anniversary of the Organization 
and take any action required for their implementation”. 

1 .2 The Director-General submits for the consideration of the Assercb̂ y the revised 
plans together т-ith information on the work a]ready undertaken. 

2. Celebration at the Twenty-first World Health Assembly 

2.1 Instead of convening a specia1 commemorative session of the World Health Assembly 
as was suggested in the above-mentioned document ЕВ39/�9 (Annex 1) considered by i:.he 
Executive Board, and indicated in the Director-Genera^1 s letter C.L.7^9í7 (Annex 2) 
sent to Members on 2J February 19o7, it is now proposed that the celebration of the 
twentieth anniversary constitute an integral, part of the Twenty-first World Health 
Assembly as an item on the agenda of the Assembly to which a who]e day would be 
devoted. This would take place as soon as possible during the first week of the 
Assembly. 

2.2 The programme under this item would include, inter alia, addresses by guests, 
the President of the Twenty-first World Health Assembly, one or two speakers chosen 
by each regional committee among the delegations of their Members, and by the Chairman 
of the Executive Board and the Director-General. 

Messages 

5-1 The messages which may be received from heads of State and others will be 
published and, in so far as possible, distributed on the day of the opening of the 
Twenty-first World Health Assembly. 

k. Theme for the twentieth anniversary 

4.1 A theme of general interest relating to the health problems of tomorrow against 
the background of past experience, will be chosen by the Director-General for the 
World Health Day in 1968 and the whole Twentieth Anniversary Year. 

4.2 Should it be possible, three to five outstanding personalities would be invited 
to participate in a panel discussion on the theme selected, early in the year 1968. 
Such a panel discussion, covered by television, radio and the press, could mark the 
beginning of the Anniversary Year, 
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5• The Second Ten Years book 

5 Л A volume covering the second ten years of WHO'S life is in preparation. This 
book will be a companion to the volume The First Ten Years of the World Health 
Organization which has been widely used as a reference book on WHO, to the extent 
that it has had to be reprinted. 

6, Other measures at headquarters 

6 Л With regard to other publications for the occasion, three well-known writers 
are visiting or are planning to visit various countries with a view to writing books 
on problems relating to world health. These are : Mr Joseph Kessel of the Académie 
française; Mr Boris Izakov, journalist-writer on the staff of the USSR Novosti 
Agency； and Mr LucJan Wolsnowski, contributor to several Polish newspapers and 
magazines and author of a number of books. In addition to the original versions 
it is expected that these books will be published in various languages• 

6.2 Several issues of the World Health magazine in 1968 will be devoted to themes 
related to the anniversary. Other publications carrying information on WHO, adapted 
to special audiences, are being considered. 

6.3 Arrangements are being made for the production of film, television and radio 
material in со-operaticn with national agencies concerned. A Swiss producer has been 
given assistance in preparing a feature-length film on world social and economic 
problems, with emphasis on health aspects. 

6.4 Contacts have been established with a number of museums and library associations 
in several countries for the organization of exhibitions and displays. 

6.5 Although the twentieth anniversary would be celebrated throughout the year, 
the observance of World Health Day in 1968 would be given added importалее and 
special efforts will be made in this respect, particularly in so far as television 
and radio programmes are concerned, , 

6.6 Throughout the year all correspondence emanating from WHO will bear a twentieth 
anniversary seal and mail will be franked by special cancellation stamp. 
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6.7 Members have been invited to consider the issuance of postage stamps commemora-
ting the twentieth anniversary of the Orsanizaticn and the Director-General has jent 
to them some suggestions to that respect. Some Members have a]ready confirmed their 
interxticn to Issue such commemorative stamps, 

7• Action at regional level 

7.1 The regional committees should consider various possible measures to mark the 
occasion at regional level at their forthcoming session in a.utumn this year. They 
will also wish to choose one or two speakers, as referred to in paragraph 2 above, 
for the celebration at the Twenty..first World Health Assembly. 

7*2 The plans for the celebration of the WHO twentieth anniversary at regional level 
could include, inter alia, the consideration, from the regional aspect, of the theme 
mentioned above in paragraph 4, at meetings specially devoted to this subject during 
the regular sessions of the regional committees in 1968. 

8» Action at national level 

8.1 Action at national level should be focused on making the objectives and work 
of the Organization better known to the public in general and to health workers and 
medical students in particular. National programmes could consist of commemorative 
ceremonies, symposia or conferences, articles in the daily and medical press, radio 
and television broadcasts, etc. 

8.2 Such activities could be organized in conjunction with the national committees 
for WHO where they exist, or ad hoc committees set up for the purpose, and in 
particular through co-operation of medical associations and medical schools, 
Special programmes for publicizing WHO in medical schools during 1968 would be particu-
larly desirable. 

8.J To provide for sufficient time In the preparation of national programmes the 
Director-General has informed Members that the celebratiçns of the Organization's 
twentieth anniversary was considered by the Executive Board at its thirty-ninth 
session， . In his above-mentioned letter C.L.7.196? of 2J February 19б7 (Annex 2), 
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to which the Executive Board1 s resolution EB39,R�3 was attached together with 
document EB)9/�9 (Annex 1), it was emphasized that there was a number of measures 
which could be undertaken by Members and that the initiative and decisions in respect 
of national programmes were left to each government• Within its possibilities the 
Organization will be prepared, to provide, on specific request, information material 
and suggestions for national programmes. 

9« United Nations and specialized agencies 

9.1 The United Nations and specialized agencies will no doubt publicize the 
twentieth anniversary of WHO In their magazines or other publications, as WHO has done 
on the occasion of the anniversaries of the other organizations• 

10. Non-governmental organizations 

10Л The non-governmental organizations in official relations with WHO will be 
informed of the plans for the celebration of the WHO twentieth anniversary and it 
will be suggested that they invite their national branches to participate in the 
celebration in their respective countries. 
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W O R L D H E A L T H 
ORGANIZATION 

ORGANISATION MONDIALE 
DE LA SANTÉ 

EXECUTIVE BOARD ЕВЗЯЛ9 
2U January 1967 

Thirty-ninth Session 
ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 

Supplementary agenda item ) 

rWENTIETIi MNIVERSARY OF WHO 
PLANS FOR CELEBRATION 

1. Introduction 

1.1 In 1968, twenty years will have elapsed since the ooming into formal 
existence of the World Health Organization, The following paragraphs contain 
some suggestions and information concerning arrangements made or which can be 
made for the celebration of the Organization1 s twentieth anniversary. 

1.2 Depending on the Board1 s decisions ana suggestions' which it may wish to make, 
the Director-General Would complete plans for measures to be taken and transmit 
them to the Twentieth World Health Assembly together with possible cost estimates. 

2. General Considerations 

2.1 The Director-General believes that the Executive Board and the World Health 
Assembly will wish to mark the twentieth anniversary of the Organization with due 
solemnity. The occasion should also be used for reviewing the past developments 
and assessing the future trends, and for making the objectives and work of the 
Organization better known to the public in genersú. and to health workers and medical 
students in particular. The entirô year 1968 should be considered as the Twentieth 
Anniversary Year,' 

2.2 In developing specific suggestions, the Director-General had in mind the 
arrangements mado for the celebration of the tenth anniversary and experience 
gained In that oonnexion. As the Board will remember, the focal point of the 
tenth anniversary celebrations was a commemorative session viiich preceded the 
Eleventh World Health Assembly• Apart from that, the World Health Day was 
observed as an integral part of the anniversary. A special report on the 
Organization1 s activities was published, various publications were issued, a 
film was produced, radio and television programmes on WHO work and health themes 
were stimulated, etc. 
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3. Headquarters1 Action 
«ч* 崎• • n _1 _丨1 _ • — I _ • —И • — _ __ _ 

3.1 A special session of the Health Assembly in 1968 could be convened. This 
session, to be called the "Twentieth Anniversary Commemorative Session", would 
immediately precede the twenty-first regular session of the World Health Assembly, 
and would be held in the same place. 

With regard to publications for the occasion, a volume covering the second ten 
years of WHO1s life is under preparation. In addition， Mr Joseph Kessel, of the 
Académie française, is visiting WHO projects in various countries with a view to 
writing a book on world health problems. One or two other books are to be prepared 
by well-known writers. 

3.5 Arrangements are under way in the Federal Republic of Germany, France and the 
United States of America for the production of a book on the theme "Medicine and Art". 
Several issues of the World Health magazine in 1968 will be devoted to themes 
related to the anniversary• Other publications carrying information on WHO, 
adapted to special audiences, are being considered. 

Arrangements have been made for the production of film, television and radio 
material in co-operation with national agencies concerned. A Swiss producer has 
been given assistance in preparing a feature-length film on world social and economic 
problems, with emphasis on health aspects• 

3.5 Contacts have been established with a nuiriber of museums in several countries for 
the organization of exhibitions and displays featuring achievements in medicine and 
public health during the last two decades. Furthermore, ooomemorative seals, medals 
and similar souvenir items could also be prepared. • 

3.6 Member States could be invited to issue commemorative postage stamps. While it 
is realized that the interval between the stamps commemorating the inauguration of 
WHO's new headquarters and the proposed stamps for the Twentieth Anniversary is 
short, Members could be given the opportunity of issuing such commemorative stamps• 

3.7 Although the Twentieth Anniversary would be celebrated throughout the year, 
the observance of World Health Day would be given added iiiiportance and special 
efforts pursued in this respect, particularly in so far as television and radio 
programmes are concerned. 
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Action at regional level 

4.1 The occasion could be marked at regional level by a review of the work done and 
experience gained within each region, and by an assessment of future trends in seeking 
the solution of the existing health problems. This could be done at special meetings 
during regular sessions of the regional committees in 1968, 

5. Action at national level 

5.1 Action at national level should be encouraged with a view to making the 
objectives and work of the Organization better known to the public in general and to 
health workers and medical students in particular. Member States should be invited 
to develop national programmes which could consist inter alia of commemorative 
ceremonies, symposia or conferences, articles in the daily and medical press, radio 
and television broadcasts etc. The Organization could provide material and 
suggestions for national programmes• 

5.2 Such activities should be organized in conjunction with the national committees 
for WHO where they exist, or ad hoc committees set up for the purpose, and in 
particular through co-operation of medical associations and medical schools. Special 
programmes for publicising WHO in medical schools during 1968 would be particularly 
desirable. 
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Annex 2 

I C A L T H O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

O R G A N I Z A C I O N M U N D I A L DE LA S A L U D 

Telegr. : UNISANTÉ, Genève Tel. 34 60 61 

Genève, Suisse 

Réf.： C.L.7.1967 Geneva, 23 February 1967 

Sir, 

I have the honour to inform you that the celebration of the Organization1 s 
twentieth anniversary in 1968 was considered by the Executive Board at its 
thirty-ninth session held in January 1967. After reviewing document EB39/49, 
containing some suggestions, the Executive Board adopted resolution EB39.R43. 

•. • Annexed hereto are a copy of the document and of the resolution. 

The Board considered that the twentieth anniversary of the Organization should 
be formally celebrated at national and regional levels, as well as at headquarters, 
and that the entire year 1968 should be the !tTwentieth Anniversary Year". 

Among various measures envisaged for the celebration, a special session of 
the Health Assembly is planned to be convened in 1968. This session, to be called 
the "Twentieth Anniversary Commemorative Session", would immediately precede 
the twenty-first regular session of the World Health Assembly, and would be held in 
the same place. Proposals on the arrangements for the special session will be 
submitted to the Twentieth World Health Assembly to be held in May of this year for 
its review and final decision. 

А с înHîoo+û̂  
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С.L.7.1967 23 February 1967 

The celebration of the twentieth anniversary of the Organization at national level 
calls for particular consideration. It is highly desirable that the occasion should be 
used for making, through special national efforts, the objectives and the work of the 
Organization better known to the public in general and to health workers and medical 
students in particular. There are a number of measures which could be undertaken, 
and the initiative and decision in this matter are left to each Government. 

A timely suggestion relates to the issue of a commemorative stamp. I am 
submitting this suggestion to you now in order that your Postal Administration may 
have sufficient time for the preparation of the issue. The stamp should be issued 
preferably on World Health Day on 7 April, but any day during 1968 would be 
satisfactory. An emblem will be designed by the Organization and transmitted to 
you. 

The item on the twentieth anniversary will be placed before the Twentieth World 
Health Assembly which is expected to review the plans for the celebration and take 
any action required for their implementation. Those Members willing to do so will 
then have an opportunity to inform the Health Assembly of their plans. Such 
information would certainly be of mutual interest and would facilitate the finalization 
of the Organization's plans. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

M. G. Candau, M.D. 
Director-General 


