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1. THE APOLLO MOON MissioN 

The CHAIRMAN congratulated the United States delegation di the wonderful.`achievements of 
the Apollo moon mission, which hkJrцldеd the beginning of a new epoch. He invited members of the 
Committee to stand in silence for a minute to meditate с:n the full significance of the feat. 

The Committee stood in ,silence for one minute. 

Mr ALLEN (United States of America) said that he was very moved by the Committee's gesture. 
As the President of the United States had said, the mission to the moon was a special victory 
not for his country only, but for all humanity. The present sobering moment was surely a reminder 
that the new era that was just bei;iгΡniпg must be an era ï.n which the brotherhood of the human 
family would be realized: He was convinced that, with divine guidance, that would be so. 

Professor LISICYN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) expressed the heartfelt congratula- 
tions of the Soviet delegation to their American colleagues, to the American scientists and to 

the American people on that remarkable scientific and technical achievement, and wished them 
every happiness and success in the name o,f peace, progress, humanity and the development of 
science. 

The CUAI�.tНAN said he was sure that he would be speaking for all members of the Committee in 
expressing the hope that the solidarity evoked by the achievement would continue and would benefit 
all mankind. 

2. ANNUAL REPORT OF THE UNITED NATIONS JOINT STAFF PENSION BOARD FOR 1967: Item 3,18 of the 
Agenda (Document A22 /AFL /2) 

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant pirectór- General, Secretary, sait that the annual report of the United 
Nations Joint Staff Pension Board had been made available to ;overnments before ̀ submission'to the 
twenty -third sess�i.on of the United Nat>тóns General Assembly and, because' of its bulk, had conse- 
сuently not been reproduced for delegations attending the current Health Assembly. However, a 
copy could be made available to any delegation wishing to refer to'it.' 

It could.be seen from paragraph 3 of document A22 /AFL /2 that the principal of the Fund 
stood at $ 308 $33 374 as taf 30 September 1967. At the samе date, participants iхi.tНe Pension 
Fund numbered 27 960 full participants and 5 899 associate participants, of which WHO participants 
numbered 2 621 and 981 respëC tively, As at 30 Sëptещhе 1967, there had been 2.796' beneficiaries 
of the Fund including pensioners, widows and children 

During its fourteenth session in the summer of 1968, the Joint Staff Pension Board had give 
considerable attention to two aspects of the management af.' "the Fund's affairs i' investment policy 
and administrative prgcedures'.. Following au extensive discussion of'irvestiitënt p'ólicy, the Board 
had expressed its interest in being kept informed by the secretary- General of the United Nations 
of the results of a study which he was undertaking with regard to the handling of investments of 
the Fund with which he was charged by Article XXV of the Joint Staff Pension Fund Regulations. 
With regard to the administrative procedures of the Fund, the Board decided to engage an outside 
management consultant to make a complete analysis and recommendations. The Board would consider 
both those topics at its forthcoming meeting in August in Rome. . 
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The Committee need only take note of the annual report as there were no matters requiring 
decision. It might wish to recommend to the Health Assembly the adoption of the following 
draft resolution: 

The Twenty -second World Health Assembly, 

NOTES the status of the operation of the Joint Staff Pension Fund as indicated by the 

annual report for the year 1967 and as reported by the Director- General. 

Decision: The draft resolution was approved. 

3. WHO STAFF PENSION COMMITTEE: APPOINTMENT OF REPRÉSENTATIVES TO REPLACE MEMBЕRS WHOSE 
PERIOD OF MEMBERSHIP EXPIRES: Item 3.19.2 of the Agenda (Resolution WHА19.27; Document 
А22 /AFL /l) 

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director -General, Secretary, said. that the Health Assembly was 
•called upon to appoint one member and one alternate member to the Staff Pension Committee to 
replace one member and one alternate member appointed by the Nineteenth World Health Assembly 
whose period of membership expired in 1969. Following the precedent established by previous 
Assemblies, the Twenty -second World Health Assembly might wish to choose its representatives 
from among the members of the Executive Board by designating the names. of Member States 
entitled to appoint a person to the Executive Board. It would be recalled that on 16 July, 
the Health Assembly had elected as Members entitled to designate a person to serve on the 
Executive Board, the following: Algeria, Bulgaria, Central African Republic, Cyprus, Japan, 
Nepal, United States, of America and Upper Volta. 

If the Committee found those proposals satisfactory, it might consider adopting the 
draft resolution shown in paragraph 5, completing the two spaces which had been left blank. 

Dr DOLGOR (Mongolia) proposed that the member Of the Executive' Board designated by the 
Government of Japan should be appointed as member of. the WHO Staff Pension Committee and the 
member designated by the Government of Upper Volta be appointed as alternate member. 

Decision: The proposal of the delegate of Mongolia was unanimously adopted and the 
following resolution was approved. 

The Twenty -second World Health Assembly, 

RESOLVES that the member of the Executive Board designated by the Government of Japan 
be appointed as member of the WHO Staff Pension Committee, and that the member of the 
Board designated by the Government of Upper Volta be appointed as alternate member, the 
appointments being for a period of three years. 

4. SELECTION OF THE COUNTRY OR REGION ÍN WHICH THE TWENTY -THIRD WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY WILL 
BE HELD: Item 3.6 of the Agenda 

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director- General, Secretary, said that since no invitation had 
been received to hold the Twenty -third World Health Assembly outside headquarters, the 
Committee might wish to adopt a draft resolution to the effect that it should be held in 
Switzerland. 

Dr PLEVA (Czechoslovakia) asked if an indication could be given of the approximate 
opening date for the Twenty -third Health Assembly. 
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Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director- General, Secretary, said that Secretariat would consult 

t:he United Nations Secretary -Cenral before reporting on the matter to the Executive Board, 

which would then decide. However, he could say that the opening date would probably be 

Tuesday 5 May 1970 or Tuesday 12 May 1970, depending on the results of consultation, 

Mr DE CONINCK (Belgium), Rapporteur, read out the following draft resolution, which 

the Committee might approve; 

The Twenty -second World Health Assembly, 

Considering the provisions of Article 14 of the Constitution concerning the 

selection of the country or region in which the nе•t nnual session shall be held, 

DECIDES that the Twenty -third World Health лss',mгΡl.y will he held in Switzerland. 

Decision: The draft resolution was approved. 

5. EXTENSLON OF THE AGREEMEiдT WITTi UNRWA: Item 3.1tí of the Agenda (Resolution WHA19,25; • 
Document A22/AFL/..) 

Mr. SIEGEL, Assistant Director- General, Secretary, said that the Nineteenth World 

Health Assembly, in adopting resolution WHА19.25, had authorized the extensión of the agree- 

ment concluded between the Director- General of the World Health Organization and the 

Director of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency to Palestine Refugees in the Near 
East (UNRWA) until 30 June 1969. In view of the fact that the United Nations General 

Assembly had, at its twenty -third session, extended the mandate of the Agency until 30 June 

1972, the Health Assembly might wish to extend the duration of the agreement for the same 

period. 

In that connexion, he drew the Committee's attention to the fact that since the 

conclusion of that agreement in September 1950, its extension had been discussed at nine 

different sessions of the Health Assembly. It would rее'1 a the work of the Health Assembly 

if it authorized the Director- General to extend the agreement from time to time for such ' 

periods as UNRWA continued to have a mandate from the United Nations. If, for some reason, 

the Director- General felt that WHO should not continue the technical direction o the health 

programme administered by UNRWA, the matter would then h reported tó the Health Assembly for 

consideration. If that procedure commended itself t.) the Committee, it might wish to 

consider approving a resolution on the following lines' 

"The Twenty- second World Health Assembly, 

Considering that, on 29 September 1950, an agreement was concluded between the 

Director-General of the World Health Organization and the Director of the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for. Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) on the basis of 
principles established by the Third World Health Assembly; 

Considering that the Nineteenth World Health Assembly in resolution WHА19.25 
extended the duration of this agreement until 30 June 1969 and that, subsequently, the 
General Assembly of the United Nations, at its twenty- third session, extended the mandate 
of UNRWA until 30 June'1972; 

Considering that, on numerous occasions, the World Health Assembly has extended the 

duration of this agreement to coincide with the respective periods of extension of the 
mandate of UNRWA; 
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Considering that the World Health Organization should continue the technical 
direction of the health programme administered by UNRWA, 

1. AUTHORIZES the Director -General to extend the agreement with UNRWA from time to 

time for such periods as UNRWA continues to have a mandate from the United Nations; 
and 

2. REQUESTS the Director -General to report to the Health Assembly in case he should 
feel that the necessity for continuing this agreement on the same basis no longer 
prevails." 

Dr SHAMI (Jordan) expressed his Government's gratitude for all the relief extended to 
refugees in Jordan. The Director of UNRWA had stated in his annual report that the medical 
services were far below those which were desirable and, consequently, his delegation favoured 
the extension of WHO's agreement with UNRWA. Due to the additional burden forced on his 
country since 1967, it had been unable to support the programme as hitherto; he appealed for 

adequate technical and financial aid to enable the refugees to be properly cared for. 

The CHAIRMAN said that adoption of the draft resolution would require a two -thirds 
majority. 

Decision: The draft resolution was approved unanimously by acclamation. 

6. RESOLUTION OF THANKS TO THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERÍCA, THE COMMONWEALTH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS AND THE CITY OF BOSTON FOR THEIR HOSPITALITY 

Dr DE CONINCK (Belgium) proposed the following draft resolution: 

The Twenty- second World Health Assembly 

EXTENDS to the Government and people of the United States of America its deepest 
gratitude and warmest thanks for the cordial welcome and friendly hospitality shown 
throughout the Assembly to all those who have participated in its work. 

The SECRETARY suggested the addition of the words "and the authorities of the Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts and the City of Boston" after the words "United States of America" 
in the draft resolution proposed by the delegate of Belgium. 

Decision: The draft resolution was approved with the amendment suggested by the 
Secretary. 

7. SITUATION REGARDING THE POSSIBILITIES FOR THE ACCEPTANCE OF AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION 
OF WHO: Supplementary Agenda Item 4 (Documents А22 /AFL /21, А22 /AFL /27, А22 /AFL /Conf. Doc. 
No. 12, Rev. 1, and No. 13) 

Dr DE CONINCK (Belgium) and Dr CAYLA (France) indicated their acceptance of the 
amendment proposed at the previous meeting by the delegate of the Republic of Korea to the 

draft resolution proposed by their delegations, which now read: 

The Twenty- second World Health Assembly, 

Recalling resolutions WHA18.48 and WНА20.36, adopting amendments to the Constitution, 

Having considered the report of the Director -General, 
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Noting that the required majority of Members has not so far indicated acceptance 
of the amendments, 

1. URGES those Members that are in agreement with the amendments to communicate their 
acceptance of them as soon as possible; 

2. REQUESTS the Director -General to report to the Twenty -third World Health Assembly 
on the situation at that time. 

Dr KOUROUMA (Guinea) drew attention to the amendments proposed by his delegation in 
accordance with the suggestion made by the Secretary at the previous meeting. They were: 
to insert a final preambular paragraph, as follows: ' °Believing that this situation should be 
studied by the Director -General, taking account of the discussions of this matter," and 
to insert in operative paragraph 2, after "Assembly on ", the words "his study and on ". 
He recalled the reasons given at that meeting by his delegation and the delegation of Mali 
for wishing to include in the draft resolution the request for a study of the situation by 
the Director -General, and expressed the hope that that request could be included in the 
final form of the draft resolution. 

Dr CAYLA (France) said that his delegation could not agree to include such a request, either 
if it was intended that the Director- General should investigate the legislative situation in the 
countries (although that might prove an interesting exercise in comparative law), or if it 
was intended to lead to an amendment of the Constitution. His delegation found the provisions 
of the Constitution quite satisfactory as they stood, although they might not be properly 
applied. 

Dr DE CONINCK (Belgium) associated himself with the remarks of the previous speaker. 

Dr OLGUIN (Argentina) said that, in accordance with Article 73 of the Constitution, the 
Director -General had always communicated the texts of proposed amendments to the Constitution 
to Member States at least six months in advance of their consideration at World Health Assembly. 
Delay in accepting the amendments was a matter that concerned the States themselves. In that 
situation a study was not indicated. His delegation would support the draft resolution 
proposed by the delegations of France and Belgium as amended by the delegation of the Republic 
of Korea. 

Sir George GODBER (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) said that he 
understood that the United Nations Institute for Training and Research had been undertaking a 
study on the ratification of international conventions, which might be of relevance to the 
subject under discussion. The Director -General might be asked to bring the results of that 
study to the attention of the Executive Board at its forty -fifth session. 

Mr ZADOR (Hungary) said that his delegation was sympathetic to the motives behind the 
request by the delegation of Guinea for a study, in view of the slow rate of acceptance 
of amendments to the WHO Constitution. But it did not feel that a study by the Director - 
General would be the right solution for that problem. If the study were intended to go into 
the possibility of amendments to the Constitution itself, the Hungarian delegation could not 
support it, since it did not feel that the difficulty lay there. In any case it was the 
experience in WHO and other organizations that the procedural difficulties involved in obtaining 
a majority in favour of such amendments were almost insuperable. On the other hand, if the 
intention were to investigate legislation in the countries and their attitude to the decisions 
of the Health Assembly, the Hungarian delegation felt that it was not appropriate for the 
Director -General to go into the ways in which Member States exercised their constitutional 
prerogatives. It would therefore support the draft resolution proposed by the delegations 
of France and Belgium, as amended by the delegation of the Republic of Korea, and he appealed 
to the delegation of Guinea to withdraw its proposal. 
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Mr WEBER (Federal Republic of Germany) expressed interest in the suggestion of the 
United Kingdom delegate, and added that another study being undertaken by Professor Ago for 
the International Law Commission might also yield relevant results. In his opinion no 
further study should be requested, and he appealed to the delegate of Guinea to withdraw his 
proposal. 

The SECRETARY said that he was not aware of the studies mentioned by the delegates of 
the United Kingdom and of the Federal Republic of Germany, and he doubted whether the study 
being undertaken by the United Nations Institute for Training and Research would be of any 
relevance to the question under discussion, since WHO had not been informed or asked to 

participate. 

Mr DJIME (Chad) expressed the opinion that it would be premature to request a study of 
the situation by the Director -General, and joined previous speakers in appealing to the 
delegation of Guinea to withdraw its proposal. 

Dr KOUROUMA (Guinea) withdrew the proposal of his delegation. 

Dr DE CONINCK (Belgium), speaking also for the other sponsors of the draft resolution, 
thanked the delegate of Guinea. 

Dr VAN ZELLER (Portugal) said that her delegation would abstain from voting on the draft 
resolution. 

Mr SAMUELS (Guyana) proposed the insertion of the following paragraph as operative 
paragraph 1 of the draft resolution: 

1. REQUESTS the Director -General to remind those Member States which have not yet 

indicated their acceptance of amendments to the Constitution to do so as soon as 
possible. 

The existing operative paragraphs 1 and 2 would become operative paragraphs 2 and 3. 

The SECRETARY said that the Director -General did not have the authority to carry out 
such a request. However, in the normal course of events, a circular letter would be sent 
to all Members of the Organization drawing their attention to the resolution. It would 
therefore not be necessary for the request to be included in the resolution. 

Mr SAMUELS (Guyana) thanked the Secretary for clarifying the question and withdrew 
his proposed amendment. 

Decision: The draft resolution proposed by the delegations of France and Belgium, 
as amended by the delegation of the Republic of Korea was approved. 

The meeting rose at 10.35 a.m. 


