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1. DRAFT FIRST REPORT TO THE COMMITTEE ON PROGRAMME AND BUDGET (Document A22/AFL/25)

At the request of the CHAIRMAN, Dr DE CONINCK (Belgium) , Rapporteur, read the Committee's 
draft first report to the Committee on Programme and Budget (document A22/AFL/25).

Mr ALLEN (United States of America) asked if he was correct in assuming that the $ 45 420 
for unbudgeted assessments, $ 835 865 for miscellaneous income and $ 116 091 for transfer from 
the Assembly Suspense Account were the components of the figure for casual income given as 
$ 997 376 in the last paragraph of the Director-General's report on casual income and the status 
of the Assembly Suspense Account (document A22/AFL/12).

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, Secretary, said that that was correct.

Decision: The draft first report to the Committee on Programme and Budget was approved.

2. HEADQUARTERS ACCOMMODATION: FUTURE REQUIREMENTS: Item 3.16 of the Agenda (Resolutions 
WHA21.27 and EB43.R30)

Sir William REFSHAUGE, representative of the Executive Board, speaking at the invitation 
of the CHAIRMAN, said that the report of the Director-General to the forty-third session of the 
Board had unfortunately been able only to reflect that consultations were still going on in 
Geneva in an attempt to acquire suitable land for the extension of the headquarters accommo
dation. The Board had therefore requested the Director-General to report further to the 
present Assembly.

The SECRETARY said that the Director-General regretted there was no progress to report 
thus far, since no success had yet been met with in consultations for the acquisition of 
suitable additional land. It was hoped that there would be progress to report to the forty- 
fifth session of the Executive Board.

Dr DE CONINCK (Belgium) , Rapporteur, at the invitation of the CHAIRMAN, read the following 
draft resolution:

The Twenty-second World Health Assembly,

1. NOTES the report of the Director-General with regard to the future requirements of 
headquarters accommodation and the resolution adopted by the Executive Board at its 
forty-third session on this subject; and

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to keep the Board and the Assembly informed of further 
developments.

Decision : The draft resolution was approved.

3. INCLUSION OF AFGHANISTAN IN THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN REGION: Supplementary Agenda Item 3
(Document A22/AFL/20)

The SECRETARY said that the Director-General had the honour to transmit to the World 
Health Assembly the text of the communication received from the Minister of Public Health of 
Afghanistan, which was annexed to document A22/AFL/20.
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Professor OMAR (Afghanistan) recalled the provisions of resolution EB11.R51 of the Executive 
Board recommending to the Sixth World Health Assembly the criteria for assignment of a State 
or territory to a particular region. The first provision was that the wishes of the appropriate 
sovereign authority of the State or territory concerned should be paramount; the second was 
that such authorities, in stating their wishes, should take into account: geographical position; 
similarity of health problems; economic aspects; administrative conditions; relations between 
the various regions of WHO and regional arrangements made by other international organizations.
His country enjoyed similar conditions in those respects to countries of the Eastern Mediterranean 
Region. He drew particular attention to the fact that the economic and social situation of 
Afghanistan, which had an important influence on the health conditions, was similar to that in 
the Eastern Mediterranean. As the policy of the Organization was to group countries accordingly, 
the change of region for Afghanistan would appear only right and proper.

Dr ROUHANI (Iran) expressed the great pleasure felt by his delegation in welcoming 
Afghanistan as a future Member of the Eastern Mediterranean Region. He was sure that its 
membership would contribute much to the solution of the common problems of the Region.

Dr DOLGOR (Mongolia) said that delegates of countries in the South-East Asia Region would 
be correspondingly sorry to see Afghanistan leave that region and would miss the friends they 
had made among its representatives. Nevertheless, fruitful co-operation with Afghanistan would 
surely continue.

The SECRETARY drew attention to the resolutions of the World Health Assembly and Executive 
Board governing the delineation of and assignments to regions, reproduced in section 5.1 of the 
Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, tenth edition, pages 272-275. It would be noted that 
Afghanistan had been assigned to the South-East Asia Region by resolution WHA1.72. Subsequent 
resolutions dealt with the criteria for assignment, in which most of the decisions appeared to 
maintain the status quo. Resolution EB11.R51 referred to the study completed by the Executive 
Board as requested by the World Health Assembly in resolution WHA5.4 3. The resolution which 
had formed the basis for all subsequent decisions on the general level was resolution WHA6.45, 
and not resolution EB11.R51 referred to by the delegate of Afghanistan; but as there was no 
contradiction of the Executive Board resolution in the later Assembly resolution, that was of 
little account.

He recalled that the first request for actual transferral from one region to another had 
been that of Indonesia, which had been transferred from the Western Pacific Region to the 
South-East Asia Region. Specific circumstances had been the reason for special decisions in 
the case of Greece, Cambodia, Laos, Viet-Nam, Turkey and Tunisia.

The Secretariat felt that the decision on the transferral of Afghanistan rested with the 
World Health Assembly in accordance with Article 44 of the Constitution.

Dr S. HASAN (Pakistan) supported the request of Afghanistan in view of the sound reasons 
given, and considering the importance attached by the Organization to such requests. He was 
sure that no obstacles would be put in the way of Afghanistan in its justified aim.



Dr IMAM (United Arab Republic) welcomed the application of Afghanistan and supported it.

Mr Al-HIJJI (Kuwait) associated himself with the remarks of previous speakers from 
delegations of countries in the Eastern Mediterranean Region.

Mr EL HUSSEIN (Sudan) also supported the application of Afghanistan.

At the request of the CHAIRMAN, Dr DE CONINCK (Belgium) , Rapporteur, read the following 
draft resolution:

The Twenty-æcond World Health Assembly,

Having considered the request from the Government of Afghanistan for the inclusion
of that country in the Eastern Mediterranean Region,

DECIDES that Afghanistan shall form part of the Eastern Mediterranean Region.

Decision: The draft resolution was approved.
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The meeting rose at 5.55 p.m.


