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Report by the Director-General

1. At its forty-third session, the Executive Board considered a request from the Government 
of Southern Yemen for exemption from payment of its assessed contributions to the World Health 
Organization for the years 1968 and 1969. The Board adopted resolution EB43.R31-*- on this 
subject, which, in paragraph 2 requested the Director-General "to pursue the matter further 
with the Government of Southern Yemen, and to report thereon to the Twenty-second World Health 
Assembly".

2. Accordingly, the Director-General has pursued the matter further with the Government of 
Southern Yemen. In his communication to Southern Yemen which is attached as Annex I, the 
Director-General indicated the proposal he intended to submit to the Twenty—second World Health 
Assembly as outlined in paragraph 4 below and invited the Government of Southern Yemen to 
indicate whether such a proposal might meet their difficulties. The reply of Southern Yemen, 
dated 14 May 1969, is attached as Annex II.

23. The Seventeenth World Health Assembly, in its resolution WHA17.10, decided "in principle, 
that new Members joining the Organization in the last six months of a year shall be assessed at 
the normal rate, but that the contribution for the year shall be reduced by 50 per cent.".

3
4. While the Eighth World Health Assembly, in resolution WHA8.5, decided that the United 
Nations scale of assessment shall be used as the basis of determining the scale of assessment 
in WHO, the Organization has not so far applied its practice in assessing new Members for their 
year of admission, but applied instead the formula adopted by the Seventeenth World Health 
Assembly as indicated in paragraph 3 above. The Director-General considers that it would be 
logical to follow the practice of the United Nations in assessing new Members for their year of 
admission and recommends to the World Health Assembly that this practice be adopted.

5. Should the Health Assembly agree with this recommendation, Southern Yemen, which became a 
Member of the World Health Organization on 6 May 1968, would be required to contribute for the 
year of admission at the rate of one-third of 0.04 per cent.

6. Mauritius, a Member of the United Nations, became a Member of the World Health Organization 
by depositing with the Secretary—General of the United Nations a formal instrument of acceptance 
of the WHO Constitution on 9 December 1968. Mauritius, however, was an Associate Member prior 
to 9 December 1968, Should the Health Assembly decide to adopt the practice followed by the 
United Nations, Mauritius would be required to contribute for the year of its admission as a 
full Member at the rate of one-ninth of 0.04 per cent, and its assessment in respect of 
Associate Membership for 1968 would be reduced to eight-ninths of 0.02 per cent.

Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 10th ed. , p. 332.
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7. In the light of the above considerations, the Health Assembly may wish to consider the 
adoption of a resolution along the following lines:

"The Twenty-second World Health Assembly,

Considering resolution EB43.R31 adopted by the Executive Board at its forty-third 
session in respect of the assessment of Southern Yemen;

Having noted the report of the Director-General;

Recalling that the Eighth World Health Assembly, in resolution WHA8.5, decided that 
the United Nations scale of assessment be used as the basis for the scale of assessment 
in WHO;

Recalling also that the Seventeenth World Health Assembly, in resolution WHA17.10, 
decided in principle that new Members joining the Organization in the last six months of 
a year shall be assessed at the normal rate, but that the contribution for the year shall 
be reduced by 50 per cent.;

Considering that it would be appropriate for WHO to follow the practice of the United 
Nations in assessing new Members for their year of admission;

Recalling that Southern Yemen became a Member of the Organization on 6 May 1968;

Noting that Mauritius, having been an Associate Member since 9 May 1963, became a 
Member of the Organization by depositing with the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
a formal instrument of acceptance of the WHO Constitution on 9 December 1968;

DECIDES
(1) that from 1968, new Members shall be assessed in accordance with the practice 
followed by the United Nations in assessing new Members for their year of admission;
(2) that the 1968 contribution of Southern Yemen, which became a Member of the World 
Health Organization on 6 May 1968, shall be reduced to one-third of 0.04 per cent.;
(3) that Mauritius, which became a full Member of the World Health Organization on 9 
December 1968, shall contribute for the period 1 January to 8 December 1968 in respect of 
Associate Membership at the rate of eight-ninths of 0.02 per cent, and, for the period
9 December to 31 December 1968, at the rate of one—ninth of 0.04 per cent., and
(4) that for the year 1969, Mauritius shall contribute at the rate of 0.04 per cent.".
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ANNEX I

25 April 1969

F.10-3 SOUTHERN YEMEN

I have the honour to refer to your Government's request for exemption from payment 
of its assessed contributions to the World Health Organization for the years 1968 and 1969

The Executive Board, at its forty-third session, examined the substance of this 
request and you will find attached hereto the text of resolution EB43.R31 adopted by the 
Board in this connexion. You will note that the Executive Board has recommended that 
the Twenty—second World Health Assembly confirm your Government's assessment for the years 
1968 and 1969 at the minimum of 0.04 per cent. I also invite your attention to paragraph 
2 of this resolution, requesting me to pursue the matter further with your Government and 
to report thereon to the Twenty-second World Health Assembly.

The World Health Assembly, in its resolution WHA17.10, decided "in principle, that 
new Members joining the Organization in the last six months of a year shall be assessed at 
the normal rate, but that the contribution for the year shall be reduced by 50 per cent.". 
Thus in applying this formula your Government would be assessed for the full year 1968.

Nevertheless, I am prepared to recommend to the Twenty-second World Health Assembly 
that WHO apply the practice adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations in 
assessing new Members for their year of admission. In accordance with this practice, 
Southern Yemen, which became a Member of the World Health Organization on 6 May 1968, 
would be required to contribute for the year of admission at the rate of one-third of 
0.04 per cent.

On the basis indicated above, if the World Health Assembly accepts the recommendation 
the amounts payable by your Government would be as follows:

US$

Advance to the Working Capital F u n d ........................  2 000
Contribution for 1968, calculated at one-third of 0.04% . . .  7 720
Contribution for 1969 .......................................  25 140

Total: 34 860

If your Government agrees with my proposal to recommend to the World Health Assembly 
that, in calculating the assessment of Southern Yemen for 1968 WHO shall apply the 
practice followed by the General Assembly of the United Nations, I shall be pleased to 
receive your advice to this effect as soon as possible, so that I may transmit your reply, 
together with my recommendation, to the Twenty-second World Health Assembly.

I have the honour to be,

Sir ,

your obedient Servant

The Minister of Health M. G. Candau, M.D.
Ministry of Health Director-General
P.O. Box 4200 
Aden, Southern Yemen
ENCL: EB43.R31



A22/AFL/9
page 4

ANNEX II

Ministry of Health 
P.O. Box 4200

Dear Dr Candau,

I have the pleasure to refer to your F.10-3 Southern Yemen of 25th April 1969.

Permit me to thank you for the kind consideration given to our request at the forty-third 
session of your Executive Board and forwarding us with your resolution EB43.R31.

I am very grateful for your proposed recommendation to the Twenty-second World Health 
Assembly, which while enabling us to enjoy full membership of the Organization from 6th May 
1968, would require us to contribute for the year of admission at the rate of one-third of 
0.04%.

It is hoped that the World Health Assembly, realising our difficulties will accept the 
recommendations of the Director-General.

I am pleased to inform you that in view of our esteem and high regard for the World Health 
Organization, your kind and sympathetic approach and Dr A. H. Taba’s special personal interest, 
almost on an emergency basis, has won our hearts.

My Government in spite of the acute financial stringency has therefore agreed to the 
following:

us$

Advance to the Working Capital Fund , 2 000
Contribution for 1968, calculated at one—third of 0.04% . . . . 7 720

Total : 9 720

We are optimistic of the future, and hope that these lean years will soon end, and will 
enable us to clear our arrears which we may accumulate.

I look forward to attending the Twenty-second World Health Assembly, and to have the 
pleasure of meeting you in person.

Assuring you of my highest consideration at all times and with my best personal regards.

Yours sincerely,

A. S. Sadaqa 
Minister of Health

Dr M. G. Candau, M.D.
Director-General
World Health Organization-Headquarters
1211 Geneva 27
Switzerland


