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1. APPOIMTMENT OF THE REGIONAL DIRECTOR FOR THE WESTERN PACIFIC.:.. . Item..5.6.2 .. 
of the Agenda 

The Board met in private session at 11.25 and 
resumed in open session at 12^15 P*m> 

The CHAIRMAN announced that the following draft resolution had been adopted 

by the Board, meeting in private session: 

The Executive Board， 

.... , . :•,.， 

Considering the provisions of Article 52 of the Constitution; and 

Having taken cognizance of the resolution adopted by the Regional 
Committee for the Western Pacific, at its sixteenth session, with regard 
to the nomination of a Regional Director, 

1. APPOINTS Dr Francisco J. Dy as Regional Director for the Western 
Pacific as from 1 July I966; and 

2. AUTHORIZES the Director-General to issue a contract to him for a 丄 
period of five years, subject to the Staff Regulations and Staff Rules• 

2. REPORT ON THE FIFTEENTH SESSION OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR AFRICA: 
Item 5.5.I of the Agenda (Document EB37/27) 

Dr QUENUM, Regional Director for Africa, introduced the report on the Regional 

Committee fs fifteenth session (document EB57/27)> which was presented in the 

customary five parts. Part I contained the texts of the thirteen resolutions 

adopted at the session. Fart II contained an outline of the Regional Committee's 

main decisions on the annual report on WHO activities in the African Region for 

the period 1 July 1964 to )0 June 1965. Part III contained a summary of the 

discussions on the proposed programme and budget estimates for 1967» Part IV was 

concerned with a number of other subjects discussed by the Regional Committee• 

1 Resolution EB37.H28. 
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Part V dealt with the technical discussions which had taken place during the 

session. There were also three annexes: Annex 1 contained a list of participants, 
• , . ... -- * • . . . . . . . ........ ' . , ' 

who had included representatives of the United Nations and its specialized agencies 
‘ . . . . . . • - . . . . • / ‘ . -

and of international non-governmental organizations; Annex II contained the agenda 

for the session; and Annex 工II contained a. report on the technical discussions • 

The fifteenth session of the Regional Committee for Africa had been important 

in a number of ways. It was the first time since the eleventh session, held at 

Brazzaville in I96I, that the Regional Committee had met in a country of the Region; 

and that had been made possible by the hospitality of the Government of the Republic 

of Zambia • He had taken the opportunity to urge Member governments to invite the 

Regional Committee to hold sessions in their countries, so that everyone could 

benefit from the exchange of experience in health affairs and in international 

co-operation. He had also pointed out the invaluable benefits that Member 

countries could obtain from WHO*s services if they knew how to make use of them. 

During the session, which had been attended by representatives of thirty-two 

of the thirty-four Members and Associate Members in the Region, and by the Director-

General, a. number of extremely important subjects had been discussed and decisions 

had been taken which would be of great help to the efficacy and the value of WHO Ts 

work in the Region. In that connexion he drew attention to resolution AFr/rC15/r8. 
The fifteenth session, like other sessions, had been essentially technical in 

character, and the different aspects of the Regionfs programme had been thoroughly 

discussed, as would be seen from the summary in Part 工工 of the report. The vital 

problem of teaching and training had been given special emphasis. Bearing in mind 

the Region's vast requirements in qualified health personnel, the Regional Committee 
• * • • . • • • ' ... - � •‘ • • •• • • ' " . 

had accepted the general principles contained in his report concerning the award 



of fellowships, and had Invited him to intensify teaching and training programmes 9 

taking account of the real needs of countries. The subject chosen for the • 

technical discussions - "Auxiliary health personnel and their training in the 

development of health services in Africa" - was particularly appropriate and 

demonstrated the importance of the training and utilization of auxiliary health 

personnel in the African countries• 

Two important recommendations had been adopted concerning communicable 

diseases. One dealt with the co-ordination of the efforts of countries with 

common frontiers in the campaign against malaria. The other concerned the 

implementation or intensification of smallpox eradication programmes； in that 

connexion he drew attention to resolution AFr/rC15/r5. The Regional Committee 

had also considered the possibility of setting up an African institute for medical 

research, to act as a regional centre of the world health research centre proposed 

to the World Health Assembly, if it were eventually established. 

With regard to public health administration, the Regional Committee had noted 

the progress made in integrating specialized services with general health services, 

but had expressed regret at the lack of information and the scarcity of vital and 

health statistics，which seriously hindered the organization of national health 
/ ' ,、 .，•. • , 

services. The Regional Committee had also stressed the need for health statisticians 

to be trained for planning health services, and had selected as the subject for 

technical discussions at the sixteenth session in I966: "The place and role of 

vital and health statistics in the development and execution of health programmes". 

The Regional Committee had decided in principle to hold its sixteenth session 

in 1966 in Leopoldville and its seventeenth session in I967 at the regional 
headquarters in Brazzaville• 
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He had greatly appreciated the co-operative attitude that had prevailed 

throughout the session and which he hoped would be the hallmark of WHO fs work in 

Africa. 

Dr KEITA paid tribute to the Regional Director and his assistants who, in a 

short space of time, had accomplished much. His efforts had been all the more 

appreciated in the light of the difficult tasks with which he was faced. 

The fifteenth session of the Regional Committee for Africa had been a historic 

meeting since, for the first time since 1961, it had been held in an African country, 

in the presence both of a Regional Director who was African and of the Director-

General, whose interest in the Region was well known. Thanks were due to the 

Dire сtor-Gene ral who, despite a heavy schedule, had spared the time to attend the 

meeting and had actively participated in its discussions. The meeting had yielded 

fruitful results and had proved to be a rewarding experience. Prom the Regional 

Director1s annual report and from the discussions which had taken place he had gained 

the impression that an excellent start had been made, and it was to be hoped that the 

Region would in future make a valuable contribution to the work of the Organization 

throughout the world. African countries now had the feeling that substantial 

changes were being made and that consideration was being paid to their interests and 

problems. Despite the often difficult requirements of the Region, African countries 

had the feeling that the Director-General uiiderstood their problems. The fifteenth 

session of the Regional Committee had been particularly valuable, since the 

participating African states had been able to discuss all their problems freely 

and fully• He congratulated thé' Regional Director on his work and assured him of 

the continued support of the countries in the African Region• 



Dr ELOM NTOUZOO, alternate to Dr Happi, joined with previous speakers in con-

gratulating the Regional Director on the report before the Board and in thanking him 

for the work he had accomplished in the African Region. 

The problems of the African Region were singularly difficult since, for 

geographical and ecological reasons, it had become a favoured zone for the 

communicable diseases. However, as far as social and economic development was 

concerned, it was still in the embryonic stage • As the President of Zambia had said 

in his opening statement at the fifteenth session of the Regional Committee in 

Lusaka, the four enemies of development were hunger, ignorance, poverty and disease• 

The Regional Director, who had rapidly adapted himself to his new task, now had to 

address himself to such difficult priority matters as the training of medical and 

paramedical personnel, the planning and organization of health services^ hospitals, 
. . . . ： . . . ... .-. 

preventive medicine and communicable diseases. He had not however overlooked； the 

needs of the future， as represented by medical research. With the help of the 
'.< ,： . . . . .. , 

Director-General, the technical and financial assistance of other international 

organizations and the collaboration of all people of goodwill, the Regional Director 

would be enabled to accomplish valuable work within the African Region. 

Dr DOLO joined with Dr Keita in congratulating the Director-General and the 

Regional Director • . He paid tribute to the thorough and exhaustive manner in which 

the latter had， since his recent appointment, carried cut his task as Regional 

Director of the African Region, His visits throughout Africa had been particularly 

worthwhile, since they had enabled him to ascertain the priorities - which meant in 

Africa as was well known, communicable disease - in that region. 
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He thought that it would be of valu今 if the Regional Director were to elaborate 

joint, regional and inter-country programmes, since only thus would it be possible 

to eradicate communicable diseases. Although he had been unable to attend the 

fifteenth session of the Regional Committee himself, he had received reports of it 

from which it was apparent that WHO was fully aware of the complexity and extent 

of the problems and also of the lack of means of certain countries in the Region. 

He congratulated tho Organization on past accomplishments and on its future 

planning• 

Referring to resolution APr/rc15/h2, he asked the Director-General and the 

Regional Director, :wha••； steps they intended to take to inform the Nineteenth World 

Health Assembly of the measures taken to tackle tho. poor state of health and outbreak 

of epidemics in the Portuguese African colonies• He particularly wished to know 

whether the Director-^Goneral ^tended to approach the Portuguese Government with a 

view to discovering what measures it was intended to take to improve the standard 

of health,- of the population of those territories, Further, with reference to 

resolution AFr/rC15/r6, regarding aocommcdation for the Regional Office, he wished 
to know whether the contracts entered into with the Government, of the Congo 

(Brazzaville) had led to results• 

Finally, he v/ished tc draw the attention of the Director-General and the 

Regional Director to resolution AFR/RCI5/R8, on the rational utilization of technical 

assistance personnel. 

Dr BOYE-JOHNSON paid tribute to WHO, the bilateral agencies, the Director-

General, and the Regional Director for the insuperable effort that had been made to 

improve health conditions in the African Region, which posed formidable problems• 



Не drew attention to resolution AFr/rC15/h1, in which the Regional Committee 

congratulated the Regional Director and his staff on the competence and energy which 

they had displayed and encouraged them to persevere in their work toward improving 

health activities in the Region. Such perseverance was needed, since the African 

Region was one of the most difficult and perhaps the most under-developed Region. 

In developing countries there was an urgent need to devise means of preparing 

health statistics useful to administrators, in the absence of sophisticated systems 

of health statistical services. He thought that it was most essential for Africa 

to use its resources earmarked for health in the most economic manner, and it was 

clear that the success or failure of any project could not be satisfactorily 

determined without reliable health statistics• He was glad to note that the 

technical discussions at the 1966 session of the Regional Committee would deal with 

the place and role of vital and health statistics in the development and execution 

of health programmes <> He thought that that was most important, not only for WHO夕 

but for every health administration in the African Region, since money would continue 

to be wasted until it was possible to evolve a workable system of human book-keeping 

to evaluate health projects in the Region, 

He felt that an intensive programme should be initiated on mass health education 

of the public, which could be dene by very simple methods of education. In Africa 

many children were still dying of tetanus of the newborn. No elaborate field 

project would be needed to prevent that and here health education could play a large 

part - It also was imperative that national health administrations and WHO devise 

ways and means whereby the eternal pressure on national health administrations could 
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be relieved. He felt that economic development planning in Africa should take 

health considerations more into account, because in the final analysis^ among other 

priorities health came first. Africa posed a very challenging health problem to 

WHO, especially since, until that problem was solved, its economic development, 

however vast, would be prejudiced. 

The meeting rose at 12>40 p.m> 
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1. APPOINTMENT OF THE REGIONAL DIRECTOR FOR THE WESTERN PACIFIC: Item 5.6.2 
of the Agenda 

The Board met in private session at 11*25 a>m> and 
resumed in open session at 12,05 p,m. 

The CHAIRMAN announced that the following draft resolution had been adopted 

by the Board, meeting in private session: 

The Executive Board.. 
‘ • •• •• »... - : :.:“：•. .. .. r.... . . 

Considering the provisions of Article 52 of the Constitution; and 

Having taken cognizance of the resolution adopted by the Regional 
Committee for the Western Pacific, at its sixteenth session, with regard 
to the nomination of a Regional Director, , г.-. 

!• APPOINTS Dr Francisco J. Dy as Regional Director for the Western 
Pacific as from 1 July 1966; and 

2, AUTHORIZES the Director-General to issue a contract to him for a 
period of five years, subject to the Staff Regulations and Staff Rules. 

2. REPORT ON THE FIFTEENTH SESSION OF THE REGIONAL С0ММШТЕЕ FOR AFRICA: 
Item 5.5Д of the Agenda (Document ЕВЗ7/27) 

Dr QUENUM, Regional Director for Africa, introduced the report on the Regional 

Committee 1 s fifteenth session (document ШУ(/2Г{), which was presented in the 

customary five parts. Part 工 contained the texts of the thirteen resolutions 

adopted at the session• Part II contained an outline of the Regional Committee 1 s 

main decisions on the Annual Report on WHO activities in the African Region for 

the period 1 July 1964 to )0 June 1965. Part 工工工 contained a summary of the 

discussions on the proposed programme and budget estimates for 19б7# Part IV was 

concerned with a number of other subjects discussed by the Regional Committee• 



•Párt"1̂  dealt with the tëohrïîcal discissions which hai taken place during the , 
.”..'. ‘ ‘ ‘ - • • ... .... 

session. There Wer̂ e Klso-threë annexes; Annex I containing a list of participants, 

who had included representatives of the United Nations and its specialized agencies 

and of international ndn-g.overinmental organizations； Annex II contained the agenda 

for the session; and Annex III“contained a repor^ on the technical discissions. 

The fifteenth session of the Regional Committee for Africa had been important 

in a number of ways. It was the first time since ithe eleventh session, beld at 

Brazzaville in I96I, that the Regional Committee had met in a country of the Region; 

and that had been made possible by the hospitality of the Government of the Republic 

of Zambia. : He had taken the opportunity to urge Member governments to invite the 

Regitmal Committee to hold sessions in their countries), so that everyone could 

benefit from the exchange of experience, in health affairs and in international 

co-operation. He had also pointed out the invaluable benefits that Member 

countries could obtain from ШО тв services if they knew how to make use ,of them.. 

During the session, which had been attended by representatives of thirty-two 

of the thirty-four Members and -Assoc iate. Members in the Region, and by the Director-

General, a number of extremely important subjects had been discussed and decisions 

had been taken which would be of great help to th^ efficacy and the valuç of WHO'S 

Wortc in the Region. In that connexion he 4rew attention to resolution AFr/rc15/r8. 

The fifteenth session, like other sessions, had been essentially technical in 

character, and the different aspects of the. Region[s programme had been thoroughly 

discussed, -as would be-seen from the summary in Part II of th， report. The vital 

problem of teachiiig and training had been giyçn special emphasis^ Bearing in mind 

the Regionf s vast requirements In qualif ied health personnelд the Regional Committee 

had accepted the general principles contained in his, report concerning the award 
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of fellowships, and had invited him to intensify teaching and training programmes, 

taking account of the real needs of countries• The subject chosen for the 

technical discussions - "Auxiliary health personnel and their training in the 

development of health services in Africa" - was particularly appropriate and 

demonstrated the importance of the training and utilization of auxiliary health 

personnel in the African countries. 

Two important recommendations had been adopted concerning communicable 

diseases• One dealt with the co-ordination of the efforts of countries with 

common frontiers in the campaign against malaria. The other concerned the 

implementation or intensification of smallpox eradication programmes; in that 

connexion he drew attention to resolution AFR/RCI5/H5. The Regional Committee 

had also considered the possibility of setting up an African institute for medical 

research, to act as a regional centre of the world health research centre proposed 

to the World Health Assembly, if it were eventually established. 

With regard to public health administrationд the Regional Committee had noted 

the progress made in integrating specialized services with general health services, 

but had expressed regret at the lack of information and the scarcity of vital and 

health statistics, which seriously hindered the organization of national health 

services. The Regional Committee had also stressed the need for health statisticians 

to be trained for planning health services, and had selected as the subject for 

technical discussions at the sixteenth session in 1966: "The plan and role of 

vital and health statistics in the development and execution of health programmes". 

The Regional Committee had decided in principle to hold its sixteenth session 

in 1966 in Leopoldville and its seventeenth session in 1967 at the regional 

headquarters in Brazzaville• 



He had greatly appreciated the co-operative attitude that had prevailed 

throughout the session and which he hoped would be the hallmark of WHO’s work in 

Africa. 
•• . ' ' • • ' ‘ . . , . .•‘ • • . •. . _• ‘ • • . . . . . .... • _ ' \ J ‘ • • � • i 

Dr KEITA paid tribute to the Regional Director and his assistants who, in a 

short space of time, had accomplished much. His efforts had been sill the more 

appreciated in the light of the difficult tasks with which he was faced. 

The fifteenth session of the Regional Committee for Africa had been a historic 

meeting since, for the first time since I96I> it had been held in an African coiontry, 

in the presence both of a Regional Director who was African and of üie Director-

Ge пегаЛ., whose interest in the Region was well knovm. Thanhs w^re dme to the 

Director-General who, despite a heavy schedule, had spared the time to attend the 

meeting and had actively participated in its discussions • Tlie meeting had yielded 

fruitful results and had proved to be a rewarding experience• From the Regional 

Director's annual report and from the discussions whichihad taken place he had gained the 

impression ttet an exoellent start had been made, and it was to be hoped that the Region 

would in future make a valuable contribution to the work of the Organization throughout 

the world• African countries now had the feeling that substantial changes were 
. . . • - : . � � - ? • . . . . ... - . . . . • : . . . . . . .. 

.....,�> .-/i .-.•,-..•..****.•、....： ’.，... • • .. . ,1.' . * ‘ 

being made and that consideration was being paid to their interests and problems. 

Despite the often difficult requirements of the Region, African countries had the 
: ... •” . ! 十二“ : '• ••.-••.' .- ‘ -.- •： . • ..... i..... ... , . . . . . . . . feeling that the Director-General understood their problems• The fifteenth session 

of the Regional Committee had been particularly valuable since the participating 
• . - - - . • ."• ；：....：., 

African states had been able to discuss all their problems freely and fully• He 

congratulated the Regional Director on his work and assured him of the continued 
support of the countries in the African Region. 



Dr Elom NTOUZOO, alternate to Dr Happi, joined with previous speakers in con-

gratulating the Regional Director on the report before the Board and in thanking him 
• • � • i ； • -——.-;. -• 

for the work he had accomplished in the African Region. 

The problems of the African Region were singularly difficult since, for 

geographical and ecological reasons, it had become a favoured zone for the 

communicable diseases. However, as far as social and economic development was 

concerned, it was still in the embryonic stage • As the President of Zambia had said 

in his opening statement at the fifteenth session of the Regional Committee in 

Lusaka^ the four enemies of development were hunger, ignorance, poverty and disease• 

The Regional Director, who had rapidly adapted himself to his new task, now had to 

address himself to such difficult priority matters as the training of medical and 

paramedical personnel, the planning and organization of health services^ hospitals, 

preventive medicine and communicable diseases. He had not however overlooked the 

needs of the futureд as represented by medical research» With the help of the 

Director-General, the technical and financial assistance of other international 

organizations "the collaboration of all people of goodwill,. the Regional Director 

would be enabled to accomplish valuable work within the African Region. 

Dr DOIX) joined with Dr Keita in congratulating the Director-General and the 
‘ • 、 • , . . . . .... “ • •； . ? . . 

Regional Director• He paid tribute to the thorough and exhaustive manner in which 

the latter had, since his recent appointment^ carried out his task as Regional 

Director of the African Region• His visits throughout Africa had been párticularly 

worthwhile, since they had enabled him to ascertain йю priorities - which meant in Af— 

as was well known, communicable disease - in that Region. 



He thought that it would be:of value if the Regional Director wère to elaborate 

joint, regional and iriter-coufiiry programmes, since only thios would it be possible 

to eradicate communiGiablë âiseaéesV Altïioûgh he had bê ri unable to attend the 

fifteenth secsiori ôf 'iKè îlëgioriarCGintoittëe himself, he had received reports of it 

from vihich it vras apparent tHát WHO was fully aware of the complexity and extent 

of the problems and also óf tñe lack of means of certain countries in the Region, 

He congratulated the Organization on pàSt âéôômplishmènts and on its futxare 

planning. • •” •:.•:.,:'.',•..，.- ...... ：••：：. 过 J ü /.:.. 

Referring to reàolùtiôh: APr/rC15/ï12,: he- asked the Director*—General and the? 
Regional Director what steps they intended to take to inform the Nineteenth World 

Health Assembly of the measures taken to tacble the poor state of health and outbreak 

of epidemics in the Portuguese African colonies. He particularly wished to iqipw 

whether the Dire с tor-Gene ral iritteiided to apiprdach the Portuguese Government with a 

view to discovering what measures It was Intended to take to improve the standard 

of health óf the population of those :tërritt5pîes. Further, with reference to 

resolution AFR/RC15/H6, regarding accormodation for the Regional Office, he wished 

to know whether the contracts entered into witdi the Government of Congo (Brazzaville) 

had led to results. 

Finally, he wished to draw the attention of the Director-General.and the Regional 

Director to resolution APr/rC15/r8, on the rational utilization of technicai .：； 

assistance personnel. u :二 � 

.. • . ' • ‘ . . ； • , . •• - • • = . . i . ：• . . . 

Dr BOYE-JOHNSON paid tribute to WHO, the bilateral agencies, the Director-

General, and the Regional Director for the insuperable effort that had been made to 

improve health conditions in the African Region, which posed formidable problems. 



He drew attention to resolution APr/rC15/r1, in which the Regional Committee 
congratulated the Regional Director and his staff on the competence and energy which 

they had displayed and encouraged them to persevere in their work toward improving 

health activities in the Region, Such perseverance was needed, since the African 

Region was one of the most difficult and perhaps the most under-developed Region. 

In developing countries there was an urgent need to devise means of preparing 

health statistics useful to administrators, in the absence of sophisticated systems 

of health statistical services• He thought that it was most essential for Africa 

to use its resources earmarked for health in the most economic manner, and it was 

clear that the success or failure of any project could not be satisfactorily 

determined without reliable health statistics• He was glad to note that the technical 

discussions at the 1966 session of the Regional Committee would deal with the place 

and role of vital and health statistics in the development and execution of health 

programmes • He thought that that was môst important, not only for WHO, but for 

every health administratlóri in the African Region, since money would continue to be 

wasted until it was possible to evolve a workable system of human book-keeping to 

evaluate health projects in the Region• 

He felt that an intensive programme should be initiated on mass health education 

of the public, which could be done by very simple methods of education• In Africa 

many children were still dying of tetanus of the newborn. No elaborate field 

project would be needed to prevent that and here health education could play a large 

part. It also was imperative that national health administrations and WHO devise 

ways and means whereby the eternal pressure on national health administrations could 



be relieved• He felt that economic development planning in Africa should take 

health considerations more into account, because in the final analysis^ among other 

priorities health came first. Africa posed a very challenging health problem to 

WHO, especially since, until that problem was solved, its economic development, 

however vast, would be prejudiced. 

The meeting rose at р.ш. 


