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Report by the Director-General 

1. As requested by the Committee, the Director-General submits the following 

information in further explanation of the inclusion, in Common Services estimatcc 

for 1967^ of the sum of $ 25 ООО as a grant to the International School of Geneva. 

2. One of the major concerns of international staff and of those who are consider-

ing international employment is the education of their children. One aspect of the 

problem concerns the possibility of education in one of the more oommonly employed 

languages of the world. Another is education to a recognized standard which will 

permit the re-integration of their children into the educational pattern of the home 

country• Yet another aspect is the concern that the education not be unduly 

oriented toward the national characteristics of the country of study. 

For those staff members who choose to send their óhildren back to their own 

country, the organizations assist in these problems through the reimbursement of a 

portion of the educational cost in the form of- an education grant and through limited 

assistance with the travel to the home country. For a great many staff members such 

a solution is far from ideal because of the long periods of separation of the 

children from the family influence. This is particularly felt with respect to 

young children. For these families the possibilities of education at the duty-

station become very important. 

4. WHO, and the other international organizations with main offices in Geneva, 

have been fortunate in having available to their staffs the facilities of the 

International School of Geneva. This School was established some forty years ago， 

through the initiative and foresight of the officials of the League of Nations and 
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the International Labour Office, precisely to meet the kind of concerns described 

above. Throughout its forty years of existence the School has largely catered to 

the needs of the staffs of these organizations and more recently of the Permanent 

Delegations. 

5. With the rapid development of the international community in Geneva, since the 

Second World War enrolment of the School has increased from some 300 students to a 

total of almost 1500 coming from all elements of the international community. The 

children from the international organizations and the Permanent Delegations still 

represent, however, approximately one-third of the total enrolment in the School. 

The children of WHO staff attending the School alone number approximately 100. More 

than half of WHO children attending private schools in the area go to this one School. 

6. The rapid development of the enrolment of the School since the War has required 

its administration to make a variety of provisional arrangements for classrooms and 

equipment and to effect a substantial and rapid increase in its teaching staff. 

If the School is to maintain its present high standards of instruction with respect 

to a student body of 1500, it is essential in the immediate future to construct 

additional classrooms, and to acquire additional facilities and equipment. It is 

equally essential to provide opportunities for staff training to ensure that the 

teaching staff keep up with the rapidly evolving aducational techniques. 

7. To this end, the administration of the School has recently launched a broad-

scale fund-raising campaign to obtain during the next ten years the capital funds 

necessary to accomplish these improvements• Support is being sought from all 

interested groups, including the parents, the alumni, business firms in Geneva, 

both Swiss and international, and foundations as well as from the international 

organizations. This campaign is required since the School is not presently endowed 

in any way and has no capital assets other than one or two old villas. The entire 

operating expenses are provided by the fees paid by the parents which have had to 

be increased by some 50 per cent, in recent years to keep up with rising costs. 

8. The School has so far managed to meet the demands made upon it thanks to the 
% 

generosity of certain of its founders in 1924, to gifts of individual friends of the 

School, to the financial support of private businesses which have established 
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themselves in Geneva in recent years and to the genercsi by of the Canton of Geneva 

in making available to the School most of the buildings which it occupies. Alone, 

among the groups most interested in the School
5
 the international organizations 

have not, so far, given any direct financial support to it. 

9. The grant of $ 25 000 which is proposed represents WIIO's share, in proportion 

to the number of its children at the School, of a total subscription of $ 100 000 

which the SchGol is seeking from the international organizations in Geneva• As 

indicated above, it is hopsd that such a sum would be appropriated each year over 

the period of ten years of the fund-raising campaign. Local business firms are 

being asked, in proportion to the number of their children in the School, to con-

tribute the sum of $ 200 000 per annum, over the same period. These sums, toc^thor 

with contributions from the parents and alumni, should not only make it possible to 

initiate the capital improvement programme, but to provide a basis for seeking 

important additional contributions from foundations which have indicated that they 

would consider the matter only in relation to a matching arrangement. 

10. The proposal that the international organizations in Geneva maks such con-

tributions to this School was based upon the precedent established by the United 

Nations General Assembly with respect to the International School of New York. The 

General Assembly has contributed some $ 50 000 to $ 100 000 per annum for a numbor 

of years to that School and recently adopted a resolution calling on Member States 

to contribute toward a $ 3 000 000 Capital Development Funâ of that School. 

According to the report of the Se^retr^-General to the twentieth session of the 

General Assembly, Member States have so far pledged to that Fund US$ 255 


