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Travel Standards 

As requested by the Standing Committee, the Director-General submits the 

following information concerning travel standards in the World Health Organization 

and those recently decided upon by the General Assembly of the United Nations: 

1. World Health Organization 

1.1 The standards for non-secretariat travel are as follows: 

1.1.1 Delegates to the Assembly 

The Second World Health Assembly authorized "the reimbursement to each Member 

and Associate Member of WHO of the actual travelling expenses of one delegate or 

representative only to the Third and subsequent Health Assemblies, the maximum 

reimbursement to be restricted to the equivalent of first-class return accommoda-

tion by recognized public transport, via an approved route from the seat of central 

ft
 1 

administration of the Member or Associate Member to the place of the -meeting. 

1.1.2 Members of the Executive Board 

Members of the Executive Board are reimbursed for their transportât ion 

expenses between their normal residence and the place of meeting of the Executive 

Board, but only up to the equivalent of first-class accommodation by recognized 

public transport, via an approved route from the capital city of the member to the 2 place of the meeting. 

1.1.3 Members of committees such as expert committees and of scientific groups 

Members of committees such as expert committees and scientific groups are 

provided with the came travel standard as members of the Executive Board. 

1

 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 8th ed. WHA2.46, p. 335 

2 
Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions^ 8th ed. WHA1.91, P* 335 
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1.2 The standards for secretariat travel are as follows: 

Staff members are allowed the following accommodation by air: 

(1) ungraded posts: first classj 

(2) staff members at grade D-2 and director-consultants: first class, 

except within Europe where they travel by tourist or economy class; 

(3) staff members at grade P-6 and below, consultants and temporary advisers: 

tourist or economy class. When airline timetables show that the 

journey by the most direct and fastest route will take nine hours or 

more, the traveller is entitled to a stop-over on the way (unless he 

is on education grant travel) in order to rest, or, when on duty travel, 

he may so arrange his travel that he arrives at his destination one 

full day before taking up his duties. A stop-over is normally overnight
д 

but should not exceed twenty-four hours. If a journey is scheduled to 

take eighteen hours or more a second stop-over is permitted; if it 

exceeds twenty-seven hours, a third stop-over is allowed. The maximum 

number of stop-overs allowed for one journey is three； they may not be 

accumulated. 

2. United Nations 

2-1. Non-secretariat travel for the United Nations is governed by General Assembly 

resolution 2128 (XX) reading as follows: 
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SYSTEM OF TRAVEL AND SUBSISTENCE ALLOWANCES TO MEMBERS OF 
ORGANS AND SUBSIDIARY ORGANS OF THE UNITED NATIONS : 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling.the provisions of its resolution 1798 (XVII) of 11 December I962 on 

the system of travel and subsistence allowances to members of organs and subsidiary 

organs of the United Nations as well as the provisions of the annex to that 

resolution, 

Having noted the observations and recommendations of the Advisory Committee 

on Administrative and Budgetary Questions in paragraphs 95 to 99 of its sixth 
1 

report to the.General Assembly at its twentieth session, 

Decides that paragraph 4 of the annex to resolution 1798 (XVII) be amended to 

read as follows : 

"4. Payment of travel expenses shall, in all cases, be limited to the 
cost of economy-class accommodation by air or its equivalent by recognized 
public transport via a direct route." 

2.2 As a result of the decisions taken in connexion with the approval of the 

United Nations budget for 1966, the standard of economy class travel by air would 

apply in the case of all members of the secretariat with the exception of the 

Secretary-General and officers who accompany him and whom he shall appoint• In 

this connexion the Secretary-General made the following statement at the l4o8th 

meeting of the General Assembly: 

" 工 am obliged to make one very short observation on the report of the 
Fifth Committee, on which potion is now to be taken. It has to do with the 
question of standards of travel accommodation on which budgetary provision 
for I966, under the relevant sections of the estimates, has been based. 工 
have taken note of the conclusions of the Fifth Committee as to the policy 
by which staff travel standards should be determined• I shall, of course, 
continue in the future, as in the past, to administer the appropriations in 
question in strict accordance with the financial limitations which the General 
Assembly sees fit to impose." 

1 Official Records of the General Assembly, Twentieth Session, Supplement No* 7 
(A/6007). 
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"Subject to this assurance, however, I deem it essential that the 
Secretary-G-eneral,as Chief Administrative Officer of the Organization, retains 
the discretionary authority which has been accorded to him in terms of Staff 
Regulation 7 山 as laid down by the General Assembly, to make such arrangements 
as are in his judgement in the best interests of the United Nations." 

As the Committee was informed, the question of travel standards will be 

discussed at the next meeting of the Consultative Committee on Administrative 

Questions to be held in the spring of I966. Since the Executive Board normally 

establishes an ad hoc Committee to meet immediately prior to the World Health 

Assembly to deal with various matters which may be referred to it by the Board, 

the results of the deliberations of the CCAQ could be reported to such an ad hoc 

Committee, if established, which would meet prior to the Nineteenth World Health 

Assembly. 

4. In the proposed programme and budget estimates for 1967^ the total costs for 

the travel standards described under 1.1 and 1.2 (1) and (2) above, in excess of 

jet economy fares for the same journeys, are summarized as follows: 

US$ 

(1) World Health Assembly (Appropriation Section 1) 35 000 

(2) Executive Board and its Committees (Appropriation 
Section 2) 16 200 

(3) Expert Committees, Meetings of the Advisory Committee 
on Medical Research, and Scientific Groups 
(Appropriation Sections 4 and 6) 50 000 

(4) Secretariat, apart from the Director-General 
(Appropriation Sections 4, 8 and 9): 

DDG, ADG & Regional Directors 
Directors 

15 000 
10 800 25 800 

127 000 


