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"National and Global Surveillance of Communicable Diseases"

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION GROUPS 1

1. The nature of epidemiological surveillance

Definition; purpose; activities to be included in surveillance. (Chapter I, 
sections 2, 3 and 4, pages 5 and 6.)

2. The elements of surveillance

Which are the elements of surveillance that are of importance in your country?

How can the notification of diseases be improved? Simple notification form.
Select sample of co-operative practitioners for reporting. Give more emphasis to public 
health in medical schools and post-graduate teaching institutions. Wide and quick dis
tribution of available information.

Is it possible and worthwhile to keep records of the utilization of biologic products 
and drugs in a surveillance programme? (Chapter II, section 1, pages 7-11.)

3. Organization of epidemiological surveillance

How can surveillance activities be adjusted to suit various levels of socio-economic 
development? What are the essential facilities needed? The role and importance of a 
"Central Evaluating Unit". (Chapter II, section 2, page 12.)

4. Dissemination of information

What kind of surveillance reports are useful and how often should they be issued?
How wide a distribution would you like to give them? What is the role of the press, radio 
and TV in dissemination of surveillance information? (Chapter II, section 3, pages 13 and

5. International surveillance

Which diseases would you recommend to be included in a bilateral or multilateral arrange
ment between neighbouring countries in different regions of the world?

14.)

 ̂See also document A21/Technical Discussions/1 and the Preliminary Number of the 
Journal of the Assembly, dated 1 April 1968.



A21/Technical Discussions/2 
page 2

Which diseases should bp brought under surveillance on a global basis? (Chapter IV, 
page 16.)

6. The role of WHO in surveillance

How can WHO help in strengthening national epidemiological surveillance? International 
surveillance?

How can WHO help to improve international dissemination of surveillance information? 

WHO's role in epidemiological emergencies. (Chapter V, pages 17 and 18.)


