
WORLD HEALTH 
ORGANIZATION 

ORGANISATION MONDIALE 
DE LA SANTE 

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR THE WESTERN PACIFIC 
BUREAU REGIONAL DU PACIFIQUE OCCIDENTAL 

REGIONAL COMMITTEE 

Sixtieth session 
Manila, Philippines 
21-25 September 2009 

Agenda item 12 

WPRlRC60INGO/9 

23 September 2009 

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 

STATEMENT BY THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG 

By Dr E. Ulysses Dorotheo 
In behalf of Professor TH Lam, Director, School of Public Health 

I am the Director of the School of Public Health and former Vice Chairman of Hong Kong Council on 
Smoking and Health (2002-2008). I wish to congratulate the WHO WPRO for publishing the booklet 
on the Youth Smoking Prevention (YSP) programmes funded by the tobacco industry, entitled 
"Seeing Beneath the Surface: The Truth About the Tobacco Industry's Youth Smoking Prevention 
Programmes" . 

This booklet has been an important ammunition document for tobacco control advocates, especially 
the Hong Kong Council on Smoking and Health (COSH), in exposing the tobacco industry's 
strategies in promoting its image as "responsible corporate citizens", in distracting us from the 
interventions that work, and in actually encouraging your people to smoke. 

COSH has used this WHO WPRO booklet in its work against the YSP in Hong Kong, which is 
funded by the tobacco industry in Hong Kong. COSH has also translated the booklet into Chinese 
and printed many copies for distribution in Hong Kong and China mainland, with WPRO's 
permission. 

However, YSP in Hong Kong continues to be very active here, and has expanded its influences in 
schools and other sectors locally, and has expanded its influences in schools and other sectors locally, 
and has been proactively trying to expand its activities and influences into Macao SAR and some 
other parts of China Mainland. 

I searched the BAT website on 21 September 2009 and found the following: "Our companies in 69 
countries reported running or supporting youth smoking prevention programmes in 2008, more than 
80per cent of them focused on preventing under age access at the point of sale." However, preventing 
under age access is not effective way to reduce youth smoking. 

The Philips Morris International website shows: "But we do provide [mandaI support to the ongoing 
efforts of teachers, community grouops, youth specialists and health ministries in over fifty countries 
who have created, implemented, and continue to monitor, a series of educational programs aimed at 
preventing youth smoking." This clearly shows that many legitimate departments and organizations 
are misled into thinking that the YSP are genuine youth NGOs. 

It is obvious that YSP is thriving and many countries and organizations have been deceived, and our 
efforts in exposing YSP and in counteracting such activities funded by the tobacco industry have not 
been very successful. 
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I urge this meeting to urgently (a) examine the problems created by the YSP against really effective 
tobacco control measures to reduce youth and adult smoking; (b) increase efforts to disseminate the 
WHO WPRO booklet so as to alert govermnents, NGOs, schools and the community not to work with 
the tobacco industry funded YSP; (c) update the WPRO booklet with new information about the new 
strategies of the YSP and (d) provide new advices and guidelines for countries, NGOs and tobacco 
control advocates on how to more effectively tackle the YSP problems. 

Many thanks for your attention. 


