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Mr. Chairman, distinguished representatives of countries in the Western Pacific Region, The Western 
Pacific Pharmaceutical Forum, following its establishment in 2001, as the regional arm of the 
International Pharmaceutical Federation, an NGO in official relations with WHO, created a clear 
vision for its direction by focusing pharmacist education as a foundation for all aspects of practice of 
the profession. Secondly, our objective was to encourage all countries to establish GPP principles, 
both in co=unity pharmacy and in hospital pharmacy. Thirdly, the Forum supported GMP by 
supporting WHO guidelines in relation to the quality standards of medicines in the region. 

Finally, in relation to practice we have encouraged and supported the division of prescribing and 
dispensing of medicines, a program that should ensure better economic and health outcomes for 
patients in our region. 

Two major overarching roles have emerged for the Forum from our preliminary projects. Firstly as a 
co-ordinator and activator for developing and transitional countries to achieve modem standards of 
pharmacy practice and education. Our regional review of schools of pharmacy and pharmacy 
education, practice development and restructuring oflaws regarding GPP in Vietnam, progress in 
modem co=unication techniques for pharmacists in some six countries are excellent examples of 
this role. 

The second principal role is acting as a reporting and information agent by bringing together the 
various pharmacy associations with a regular flow of reports from each country being circulated 
throughout the region. 

Looking forward, the i=ediate plans for the Western Pacific Pharmaceutical Forum ofFIP are-

• Continue our support for Vietnam until 2010. Over the last two years the Forum has played a 
large part in developing its good pharmacy practice legislation and its introduction by providing 
training programs. The Forum is happy to report that a large number of co=unity pharmacies 
and hospitals are achieving the standards. 
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• Develop an introductory and ongoing program in curriculum development for phannacy schools 
in the region. Application for funding was made to the WHO regional office to conduct a seminar 
on curriculum development. In the meantime, the Forum has been offered support for the 
program from the National University of Singapore and Monash University, Melbourne, Australia 
and has now proposed to hold an introductory seminar on 8 and 9 April 2010 at the National 
University of Singapore. The Forum intends to invite participants to this seminar from both the 
Western Pacific and the South East Asian countries. Awareness of the need for this project was 
created by requests from many phannacy schools to buy or use curriculum from other pharmacy 
faculties. The Forum clearly recognises that this is not satisfactory and curricular needs to be 
developed to cover the specific needs of the country. 

• Continue development and promotion of good pharmacy practice 

• In 2008 International Pharmaceutical Federation held an international consultation on standards 
for hospital pharmacy practice. Some 76 statements were identified during this consultation. The 
Forum is actively supporting the development and promotion of these statements by processing 
questionnaires relating to the status of practice based on the statements in the Western Pacific 
regIOn. 

• Translate and interpret all important documents that relate to rational use of medicines and good 
pharmacy practices from FIP and WHO into regional languages. The Forum is aware that the 
governments of many countries are not aware of the WHO document defining the role of the 
phannacist 

The Forum is always represented with the other regions of the International Pharmaceutical 
Federation at the World Health Assembly in Geneva. The Forum wishes to once more congratulate 
Dr Shin on his appointment as Regional Director and assures him and the staff of the Western Pacific 
Regional office of WHO its fullest support. 

Thank you. 


