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My name is Report Yeoh from Australia and I am speaking on behalf of Alzheimer's Disease 
International and its 71 member associations. These member associations are made up of people with 
dementia, their families, and care professionals. 

Our message is simple. Alzheimer's disease and other dementias are emerging as the major health 
issue of this century. Currently 10 million people have dementia in this region. Many times that 
number feels the impact of this crushing disease as they care for the person with dementia. 

Dementia is often now well understood. It is wrongly regarded as normal part of aging. Worse still it 
attracts stigma, social isolation and discrimination. In some part of our region, dementia is regarded 
as retribution for sins of the family or one's ancestors, a source of shame. 

It is not recognized that dementia is a terminal condition. Nor is it recognized that dementia is linked 
to other chronic diseases, such as diabetes, vascular disease, intellectual disabilities, ,and others. 

As the world's leading public health agency, WHO has the role and obligation to ensure that science 
and reason rule over ignorance, superstition and stigma. We believe WHO could make a difference 
by declaring dementia a global health priority. 

The World Health Assembly, in recognizing the need for a wider action to reduce the burden of 
dementia and others, endorsed the World Health Organization Mental Health Global Action 
Programme in 2002. And the next phase of this programme, Mental Health Gap Action Programme 
(MHGAP) was launched in 2008. This was an important step forward. We congratulate WHO for 
this initiative. However, this or similar programme needs funding and implementation in all the 
countries of the world and we would like an assurance that this is going to happen. 

Alzheimer's Disease International is going to launch the fIrst World Alzheimer's Report on 
21 September 2009, World Alzheimer's Day. A short version of the report is available today. The 
prevalence of dementia worldwide is higher than estimated in previous studies. As the life 
expectancy of the world's population continues to rise and population is aging, this problem will only 
increase. Researchers predict an increase of 100% in this region of the world in the next 20 years. 

The role of the World Health Organization in agenda setting is crucial. We want to encourage this 
region to take the lead and adopt a resolution at its next meeting in 2010. We ask Member States of 
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the World Health Organization Western Pacific Region to sponsor this resolution and take 
responsibility for placing it on the agenda and bringing it into the discussion. 

We know what to do. Dementia like any other chronic health condition needs to be addressed with a 
public health framework involving greater awareness, early intervention, best practice management, 
prevention and research. It is a health issue as well as aged care issue. 

As I mentioned last year, the issue will not go away. Every year, 4.6 million new cases of 
Alzheimer's disease and other dementias are reported worldwide: one new case every seven seconds. 
Since the start of this statement, another 40 people have developed dementia. We are calling for 
action now; there is no time to lose! 


