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Report by the Direсtor-General 

1. By resolution ЕВЗбЛв，
1

 the Executive Board requested the Director-General to 

study masures which might suitable be taken to mark the occasion of the formal 

opening of tha headquarters building, to take any necessary actions towards this end 

and to report further to the Executive Board at its thirty-seventh session* Pursuant 

to this resolution, detailed consideration has been given as to suitable plans for 

the inauguration of the new building. 

2 . Member governments have been invited to make any. suggestions, which th^y feel 

appropriate with regard to the arrangements but as of the da.te this document was 

prepared no comments have been received. Any suggestions eventually received would 

be Gprnruujiioated to the Board i n an addendum to this document. 

3». With regard to the date, the Dire с tor -General suggests that this should be early 

in the course of the Nineteenth World Health Assembly and would propose Saturday, 

7 May 1966. It is suggested that the inauguration consist of three parts: 

(1) A formal ceremony during which the building is officially handed 

over by the Architects It is envisaged that there will b© a few 、 

speeches marking the occasion, and musical interludes* 

(2) A visit of the premises with particular attention drawn to gifts 

from Member States which have been incorporated in the building, 

⑶ A reception on the eighth floor of the building. 

hall 

this 

The suitable place for the formal ceremony would be the lower level of the main 

of the building near the entrance to the Executive Board R o o m , Architecturally, 

is the most impressive area of the building and can be very satisfactorily 

arranged to seat three hundred to three hundred and fifty persons, with standing room 

in the upper portion of the hall and on the stairways for another three hundred to 

four hundred persono. 

1 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 8th e d” p, 365* 
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5 . Consideration was given to the possibility of having a representative of each 

Member State, which had made a donation to the building, come forward during the 

formal ceremony and make a symbolic presentation. However, in view of the number 

of Member governments which have made contributions, it was concluded that such 

presentations would require an excessive amount of time. It would be more practical 

to envisage listing the gifts in the printed programme to be prepared for the 

inaugural ceremony and pointing out the actual gifts during the visit of the building. 

Subsequently, the gifts will be described in the special publications, rererred-to- in 

paragraph 9 below. 

6. Should the Board agree with the above tentative programme for the inauguration, 

the Dire ctor-General would proceed with the planning of the details and the drawing 

up of a precise agenda for the ceremony itself, 

7. In connexion'- with the opening of the new building, the Dire ctor -General has 

invited all Member States to consider the issuance of commemorative stamps and has 

sent to them some suggestions for the design of such stamps, A report indicating 

the response of Member States v/ill be given to the Board at the time of its Session. 

8. As is traditional for such occasions, arrangements have been made for the strllcing 

of a commemorative medal. The medal would be presented to the head of each 

delegation to the Assembly and to a limited number of guests» It would be on sale 

to any others who wished to purchase it. The cost of producing each medal would 

be approximately Swiss france 8 to 10, depending on the final design 2hoseru 

9. The May 1966 issue of World Health will feature some information on the new 

headquarters building. An issue in the summer or autumn of 1966 would be devoted 

to the new headquarters building and its inauguration. Off-prints from this, plus 

other material, could be made up into an attractive commemorative album to be 

distributed subsequently as a souvenir to the delegates at the Assembly and the 

guests at the inaugural ceremony. Each album could be individually inscribed. 

10. There are no financial implications of any significance in the above proposals 

except with respect to the medals and the special album. Since it was necessary to 

take certain decisions with regard to the commemorative medals in October 1965 if 



膨 7/l7 
page 3 

they were to be available in time, an initial order has been placed for them. The 

financing of the medals will be accommodated by the new "Special Account for 

Operations of Concessions at Headquarters", 

11. There will be no extra cost for the printing of the World Health issues 

mentioned since these issues are already foreseen in the budget for that publication. 

The reprinting of material for the album, its special cover and the inscriptions 

would, however, represent an expenditure of approximately $ 15 ООО. Should the 

Board agree with the proposal to arrange for the album, the Dire с tor-General would 

propose to use the Working Capital Fund in 1966, as necessary^ to meet this cost. 

He would report to the next session of the Executive Board the extent to which he 

has found it necessary to use the Working Capital Fund and propose a suitable method 

for reimbursing the Fund. 


