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1. PROGRESS OF WORK OF THE MAIN COMMITTEES

Professor GOOSSENS (Belgium), Chairman of the Committee on Programme and Budget, informed 
the General Committee of the stage reached in the work of his Committee.

2. TRANSMISSION TO THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY OF REPORTS OF THE MAIN COMMITTEES

The General Committee decided to communicate to the Health Assembly the first report 
of the Committee on Programme and Budget (A21/16).

3. PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY

The CHAIRMAN proposed the following programme for Thursday, 16 May: that the main 
committees should meet in the morning and at the beginning of the afternoon, there should 
be a plenary meeting at 4.30 p.m., the General Committee should have its usual meeting at 
12.15 p.m., and there should be no meeting of the Sub-Committee on International Quarantine 
of the Committee on Programme and Budget.

Dr AL AWADI (Kuwait) thought that, in view of the large number of questions on its agenda, 
the Sub-Committee ought not to meet at the end of the afternoon; he proposed, therefore, that 
it meet at the same time as the main committees.

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL reminded the Committee that on Thursday morning the Committee on 
Administration, Finance and Legal Matters would be considering the sections of the budget 
containing provisions other than those relating to the operating programme (agenda items 3.2.1, 
3.2.2, 3.2.3) and that, in accordance with resolution WHA20.3, the Committee on Programme and 
Budget would not meet while those items were being considered. The Sub-Committee on 
International Quarantine, however, could be convened during that meeting of the Committee on 
Administration, Finance and Legal Matters.

In reply to a question by Professor GOOSSENS, Chairman of the Committee on Programme and 
Budget, Mr GUTTERIDGE (Chief of the Legal Office) said that there was no legal objection to 
such a meeting of the Sub-Committee.

Sir William REFSHAUGE (Australia) observed that it had been decided that the Sub-Committee 
on International Quarantine should not be convened during plenary meetings, because delegations 
with a small number of representatives would not be able to be represented; he thought 
therefore that it would be preferable not to convene it while the Committee on Administration, 
Finance and Legal Matters was meeting.

Professor PESONEN (Finland) pointed out that the Committee on Administration, Finance 
and Legal Matters would soon be considering proposed amendments to the Constitution and thought 
it would be better not to arrange for a meeting of the Committee on Programme and Budget while 
the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters was dealing with that important 
question, in order that small delegations might be able to take part in the discussion.

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that the agenda of the Committee on Programme and Budget was 
a much heavier one than that of the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters.
He believed therefore that it would be impossible to refrain from convening the Committee on 
Programme and Budget while the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters was 
considering proposed amendments to the Constitution. Consideration might however be given 
to the possibility of that question's being taken up at the end of the third week, when the 
Committee on Programme and Budget had finished its work.
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Dr STEWART (United States of America) agreed with the delegate of Finland that the 
question of proposed amendments to the Constitution was very important: he felt the item 
ought to be brought up for discussion as soon as possible.

Professor PESONEN (Finland) said that, though he understood the difficulty referred to 
by the Director-General, it was sometimes hard to muster the quorum required for the 
discussions of the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters, as experience 
had shown on a number of occasions.

In reply to a question by Dr LISICYN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), the 
DIRECTOR-GENERAL repeated that at the meeting on Thursday morning the Committee on 
Administration, Finance and Legal Matters would be considering the sections of the WHO budget 
for 1969 containing provisions other than those dealing with the operating programme (agenda 
items 3.2.1, 3.2.2 and 3.2.3), and reminded him that during the discussions on those items 
there would be no meeting of the Committee on Programme and Budget; afterwards the Committee 
would continue its examination of the financial position of the Organization. The Committee 
on Programme and Budget, for its part, would consider, in detail, the operating programme 
(item 2.2.3).

Dr LISICYN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) believed that the main committees would 
have to have further lengthy discussions on the matters concerning the budget, discussions 
which were of great interest to all delegations; on the other hand, he considered that the 
Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters ought to take up the items referred to 
it in the order provided for in the Assembly's agenda. He accordingly proposed that study of 
proposed amendments to the Constitution should be deferred; they might come up for discussion 
in the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters when the Committee on Programme 
and Budget had finished its work.

Dr SULIANTI (Indonesia) wondered whether, while the Committee on Administration, Finance 
and Legal Matters was considering the sections of the budget containing provisions other than 
those relating to the operating programme, the Committee on Programme and Budget might not 
meet to consider items relating to the Organization's programme, for example the question of 
smallpox eradication.

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL quoted the provisions of paragraph (3) of resolution WHA20.3 of 
the Twentieth World Health Assembly, according to which there might not be a meeting of the 
Committee on Programme and Budget when sections of the budget containing provisions other 
than those relating to the operating programme were being considered in the Committee on 
Administration, Finance and Legal Matters. Consequently the Committee on Programme and 
Budget could not consider any item on its agenda, on any subject whatsoever, while the items 
in question were being discussed in the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters.

Dr STEWART (United States of America) said that the question of proposed amendments to 
the Constitution, too, was of interest to all governments; it would be preferable to begin 
considering it as soon as possible.

Dr SULIANTI (Indonesia) considered that proposed amendments to the Constitution ought 
not to be considered in the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters at the 
meeting on Thursday afternoon.

The CHAIRMAN thought that, at its meeting on the following day, the General Committee 
might hear the Chairmen of the main committees, and that it would then be easier to decide, 
in the light of the stage reached in the Committees' work, when proposed amendments to the 
Constitution might come up for discussion.

The General Committee decided to approve the programme of work of the Health Assembly 
suggested by the President for Thursday, 16 May.

The meeting rose at 1.15 p.m.


