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1. PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ARTICLES 13, 14, 15, 16, 26, 34, 55 AND 29 OF THE CONSTITUTION: 
Item 3.4 of the Agenda (Document А21 /AFL /8 and Add.1, 2 and 3) (continued) 

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director -General, Secretary, referring to the discussions on item 3.4 
of the agenda at the previous meeting, said that the representatives of Costa Rica, El Salvador, 

Lebanon and Thailand had sent written indications of their willingness that the draft resolution 

should be withdrawn. The representatives of Bolivia and Panama had informed the Secretariat 

orally that they formally withdrew their support for the proposals. The Secretariat understood 

further that the representatives of the Dominican Republic and Guyana would make statements 

on the matter during the current meeting. Finally, the Committee should note that the 

Secretariat had been unable to contact the delegation of Nepal; that delegation's views on 

the matter were, therefore, unknown. 

Dr NICHOLSON (Guyana) gave his country's assent to the withdrawal of the proposed 

amendments to the Constitution. 

Sir George GODBER (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) said that it 

was a fact that all the countries that had proposed amendments to the Constitution had 

withdrawn their proposals. Those proposals, therefore, no longer existed. The draft 

resolution in which those proposals were contained had not, however, been withdrawn and was 
still before the Committee. In addition, one of the sponsors had not formally indicated 

its willingness that the draft resolution should be withdrawn. How was the Committee to 

deal with a draft resolution on proposals which no longer existed? 

The SECRETARY pointed out that two of the sponsors, the Dominican Republic and Nepal, 

had not formally indicated their willingness that the proposals be withdrawn. Reference to 
paragraph 1.5 of document A21 /AFL /8 showed, however, that those countries had informed the 
Director -General that they co- sponsored the draft resolution accompanying the proposals for 

amendment of the Constitution, not the proposals themselves. It should be noted, in that 

connexion, that proposals for amendment to the Constitution had to be communicated to the 
Director -General, and by the Director -General to Members, at least six months in advance of 

their consideration by the Health Assembly. The position was, therefore, that two Members 

still sponsored a draft resolution which was no longer eligible for consideration by the 

Committee. 

Dr CAYLA (France) said that the proposal made by the delegate of the United Kingdom 

and the Secretary's interpretation of the Constitution although satisfactory were perhaps 
open to discussion. All the co- sponsors had benefited by the fact that the amendments 

had been lodged within the time limit specified in the Constitution. The Committee could 

not be sure, therefore, that those amendments were not eligible for consideration. It 

might be wiser to defer a decision on the matter until all the co- sponsors had indicated 

their willingness that the proposals should be withdrawn. 

Mr GUTTERIDGE (Chief, Legal Office) said that the names of the countries which had 

co- sponsored the actual amendments to the Constitution were listed in paragraph 1.1 of 

document A21 /AFL /8. The texts of those amendments had been communicated to the Director- 

General, and by him to Members, within the time limit laid down in the Constitution. After 

that time limit had expired, a number of States had informed the Director -General that they 

wished to co- sponsor the amendments. Those States had been informed that as the time limit 

for the communication to Members of the texts of proposed amendments to the Constitution had 

expired they could not be regarded as co- sponsors of the actual amendments. They had also 

been informed, however, that the Director -General was prepared to notify the Health Assembly 

that they could be considered as co- sponsors of the draft resolution accompanying the 

amendments. It would seem, therefore, that from the moment when the co- sponsors of the 
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actual amendments withdrew their sponsorship, the amendments ceased to have any legal status 
before the Assembly and that the draft resolution must, therefore, de jure cease itself to 

have any effect. The fact, therefore, that one or two of the sponsors of the draft 

resolution, as opposed to the amendments, might not be in a position to notify the Committee 
that they had withdrawn their support for the resolution would not prevent the Committee from 
holding the view that, the amendments having been withdrawn, there was no further business for 

it to transact on the item. 

Dr CAYLA (France) said that he accepted the explanation given by the Chief of the 
Legal Office. 

Dr EVANG (Norway) said it would have been more satisfactory if the position had been 

clear from the beginning. One of the headings of the Conference Room paper in which the 

amendments had been circulated during the current session was "Draft resolution ", and no 

distinction was made in that paper between those countries which had originally proposed 
the amendments and those which co- sponsored them after the expiry of the time limit referred 

to by the Secretariat. He would, however, abide by the Chairman's ruling on the matter. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that the Committee agree that there was no further business for 

it to transact on the item. 

It was so agreed. 

2. HEADQUARTERS ACCOMMODATION: FUTURE REQUIREMENTS: Item 3.10 of the Agenda 
(Resolution WHА20.23; Official Records No. 165, Resolution EB41.R38; Document 

A21 /AFL /12) 

Dr VENEDIKTOV, representative of the Executive Board, drew attention to the Director - 
General's report on the item (document А21 /AFL /12). He recalled that a number of items 

connected with the construction of the new headquarters building had been discussed at previous 
sessions of the Health Assembly and the Executive Board. The Director -General had been given 
instructions concerning the erection of a temporary building and the preparation of long -term 
plans for requirements for new buildings. In discussing the matter at its forty -first session, 

the Executive Board had endeavoured to emphasize the fact that the best possible use should be 

made of all the space in the new building, which could be used as offices, conference rooms 

or store rooms. Such matters as the possible reconstruction of certain parts of the existing 
headquarters, the possible purchase of additional land and the need to provide additional 
conference rooms and offices had also been considered. No specific plans or estimates had, 
however, been submitted or examined. As a result of its deliberations, the Executive Board 
had requested the Director -General to pursue negotiations with the local authorities with a 

view to obtaining additional land, examine possible methods for financing the construction 
of an extension to the headquarters building, and continue his study and report further to 

the Twenty -first World Health Assembly. The members of the Board wished to draw attention 
to the fact that, although they recognized that the dynamic nature of the Organization's 
work necessitated an extension of the headquarters building, they nevertheless felt somewhat 
uneasy that an extension should be required so soon after the new building had been constructed 
and before the loan on that building had been repaid. The members of the Board hoped that 
the Assembly would comment on that point and provide them with guidelines for further action 
on the matter. 
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The SECRETARY said that the Director -General had reported on developments concerning 
headquarters accommodation to the Executive Board at its forty -first session when he had 

confirmed the estimated requirements submitted to the Health Assembly at its twentieth 
session. In the absence of any tangible results in the negotiations for additional land, 

the Director -General had been unable to submit to the Executive Board a specific plan for 
the extension of the headquarters building. In its resolution EB41.R38, the Executive Board 

had requested the Director -General to pursue his discussions with the local authorities 

concerning the purchase of additional land and examine possible methods for financing the 
new extension. It would be seen from paragraph 3 of document А21 /AFL /12 that negotiations 

on the purchase of additional land were continuing and that the Director -General had started 

to examine possible methods of financing. It was not possible, however, to submit to the 

current Assembly the results of action on those two questions or a specific proposal on the 

matter. The Director- General considered that until the two questions referred to had reached 

the stage at which definitive plans could be considered it would be difficult to make estimates 

с° costs. He intended, however, to study the possibility - if additional land could not be 

obtained - of constructing, on the land currently available to the Organization, a new wing 

perpendicular to, and of the same height as, the existing building. It was felt that unless 

additional land was obtained there would be no alternative to such a course of action. 

The Committee might wish to consider the following draft resolution on the subject: 

The Twenty -first World Health Assembly, 

Noting from the report of the Director -General concerning the proposed extension of 

the headquarters building that the consultations regarding additional land have not so 

far produced a tangible result; 

• Noting further that the Director -General has not yet been able to develop specific 

proposals for the financing of such a project; 

1. REQUESTS the Director -General to bring to the attention of the local authorities 

once again the urgency of finding a solution to the problem of additional land; 

2. REQUESTS the Director -General to pursue the matter of architectural studies and 

estimates as rapidly as possible in relation to the discussions about additional land; 

3. INVITES the Director -General to formulate as soon as feasible definite proposals 

for the financing of the extension to the headquarters building; and 

4. EXPRESSES the hope that the Director -General will be able to present to the 

Executive Board, at its forty -third session, and to the Twenty- second World Health 

Assembly a definite proposal for dealing with the problem of additional office 

accommodation at headquarters. 

Mr WACHOB (United States of America), referring to operative paragraph 2 of the draft 

resolution, asked whether, pursuant to Rule 13 of the Rules of Procedure, the Committee could 

be supplied with an order of magnitude of estimates that would provide it with a general 

figure to be borne in mind when considering the 1969 or 1970 estimates. 

The SECRETARY said that if it had been possible the Secretariat would have submitted a 

report on the financial implications of the subject. Until, however, it received the 

authorization referred to in the draft resolution it would be unable to take the steps which 

would allow it to submit estimates, it was hoped, to the forty -third session of the Executive 

Board and subsequently to the Twenty- second World Health Assembly. It would not be possible 

to make any estimates until it was known what land would be available and what the nature of 

the construction of the building would be. 
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The CHAIRMAN explained, with regard to the reference to Rule 13 of the Rules of Procedure, 

that under the draft resolution being discussed the Director- General was only invited to 

formulate, as soon as feasible, definite proposals. He had therefore not yet placed any 
definite proposal before the Committee. 

Mr BRADY (Ireland), referring to operative paragraph 4 of the draft resolution, said that 

his delegation assumed that the Director -General's proposal would contain a substantial amount 

of detailed information on the size and extent of the additional accommodation to be provided, 

and would take into account the general desire that maximum use should be made of the existing 

headquarters building and of the temporary building. His delegation assumed too, that apart 

from steps to acquire additional land, no other commitment for the construction of an extension 

would be entered into until the Director -General's proposal had been considered by the Twenty - 
second World Health Assembly. Provided those assumptions were correct, his delegation would 
support the draft resolution. 

Mr FALL (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) asked if the Secretariat 

was in a position to supply information concerning the financial implications of the 

architectural studies referred to in operative paragraph 2 of the proposed resolution. 

Dr de CONINCK (Belgium) recalled that at a previous meeting the Secretary had said that 

the headquarters staff of the Organization might increase from 1000 to 1400 in the next 
decade; he hoped that the authorities would take that possible increase into account. 
Every effort should be made to ensure that a sufficiently broad view of the matter was taken, 
so that the Assembly would not again be faced, a few years hence, with the need to add to the 

headquarters building. 

Dr VENEDIKTOV, representative of the Executive Board, said that, since all the operative 
paragraphs of the draft resolution emphasized the need for urgent action, the Board 

particularly needed the Health Assembly's views on how rapidly the various steps it provided 
for should be taken. The Board would do its best to see that the Assembly's wishes in that 
respect were complied with. 

Dr LISICYN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that at the Twentieth World Health 
Assembly the Secretary had provided the Committee with provisional information concerning 
current and future requirements for additional accommodation at headquarters. Would it be 

possible to have a brief recapitulation of that information? 

Dr CAYLA (France), referring to operative paragraph 1 of the draft resolution, said that 

at its previous session the Assembly had decided to try, by all possible means, to purchase 
additional land. On that point, therefore, there was no disagreement. There was a mention, 
in operative paragraph 2, of architectural studies in relation to the discussion about 
additional lands. In that connexion, the Secretary had said that if additional land were not 
obtained, an additional wing perpendicular to the existing building and symmetrical with the 
library and Executive Board wing, would be constructed. There was a danger, however, that 
that solution, which could only be a makeshift one, would be very costly. In operative 
paragraph 3, the Assembly would seem to be requesting the Director -General to do something 
he was not in a position to do; it was too soon to call for definite proposals for the 
financing of the extension to the headquarters building. It seemed, too, that in operative 
paragraph 4, the words "a definite" were misplaced. His delegation wished to propose, 
therefore, that the draft resolution should consist of operative paragraphs 1 and 4 only, 
and that in operative paragraph 4, which would become operative paragraph 2, the words "a 

definite proposal" should be replaced by the word "proposals ". 
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The SECRETARY said that if operative paragraphs 2 and 3 were deleted the Secretariat 
would be unable to implement operative paragraph 4. In order to produce proposals to which 
cost estimates could be annexed, the Secretariat would have to be able to pursue the matters 
of architectural studies and additional land. In that connexion it should be realized that 
if additional land were not available, there would be no alternative but to construct an 

additional wing perpendicular to the existing building on land currently available to the 

Organization. The deletion of operative paragraphs 2 and 3 would, therefore, make it 

virtually impossible and impracticable for the Director -General to submit any further 

information to the Executive Board or the World Health Assembly. It seemed, however, to 

have been recognized that the Organization must begin to prepare plans to provide for adequate 

accommodation for the future development of the Organization's work. 

The delegate of Ireland could rest assured that the Secretariat hoped to submit full 

information on the matter to the forty -third session of the Executive Board and the Twenty - 

s,>cond World Health Assembly. 

As to the United Kingdom delegate's question concerning the cost of the architectural 
studies, the Committee should know that although there would be some costs they would be 

relatively small. The Director- General certainly did not intend to commit the Organization 
to anything before he received the authorization from the Twenty- second World Health Assembly. 
In order to compile any estimates, however, the Secretariat, with the assistance of 

architectural advice, had to have some idea of the nature of the building being considered. 

At its last session, the Health Assembly had said that the Organization should take all 
possible action to try to obtain additional land. The Director- General, in conjunction with 
the local authorities, was attempting to carry out those instructions. 

The delegate of the USSR had requested further information on future requirements for 

office space. In that connexion, it should be noted that all available information had been 
supplied to the Twentieth World Health Assembly. That information, contained in document 
А20 /AFL /9, was reproduced in Official Records No. 160, Annex 9. It gave the basis of the 

Director -General's estimated requirements for additional needs. The Director -General had 

at present no information that might call for a revision of those figures. 

Reverting to the proposal made by the delegate of France, he said he wished to make it 

quite clear that, in order to implement the provisions of the draft resolution submitted by 
that delegate, the Director -General would have to take the action referred to in operative 

paragraphs 2 and З of the original draft resolution. 

Dr CAYLA (France) said that he agreed with the Secretary that the Director -General would 
be unable to submit proposals until he had made preliminary and exploratory studies. 

Mr FALL (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland), referring to the fact 

that, according to the Secretary's statement, the architectural studies referred to in 

operative paragraph 2 would involve the Organization in some expenditure, suggested that it 

would be more in keeping with the provisions of Rule 13 of the Rules of Procedure if a more 

accurate estimate of the cost of the studies could be given, before the matter was discussed 
in plenary session. 

Dr POPESCO (Romania) supported the suggestion made by the United Kingdom delegation. 

Dr LISICYN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) thanked the Secretary for having 
clarified the matter. The information his delegation had requested could indeed be found 

in resolution WHА20.23. 

• 

• 
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He asked whether the delegate of France had in withdrawn his proposal to delete 
paragraphs 2 and 3 of the draft resolution, In his own opinion, those two paragraphs could 
be deleted, so as to állow more latitude' td' the irector-General in finding a solution to the 
problem, especially since their provisions were to a 'certain extent covered by paragraphs 1 

and 4. 

The SECRETARY said that in essence the terns of the draft resolution differed only very 
little from the action already taken by the ТWent eth World Health Assembly and the Executive 
Board at its forty -first session. The draft 'résбlntfim merely reiterated that the Director - 
General should do his best to obtain additional ]Ud and pursue the matter of architectural 
studies in relation to the discussion abolit additional'land. The Committee would recognize 
that it would not be possible to сonsult ,а1t'áгehi tрсt"цхtil the question of additional land 
was settled. It was therefore impossible tbt`s`a�гΡ hpw "much the architect's professional advice 
would cost but the Secretariat would make every effort to ensure that costs were kept to a 

minimum. The extra costs that would certainly be involved would be minimal and there was 
no question of requesting additional funds for the 1968 budget. The Director -General would, 
of course, if necessary draw on the Working Capital Fund but there was no reason to think 
that such action would be necessary. The Director -General did not favour the idea of a new 
wing perpendicular to the existing building but if all else failed that solution would have 
to be adopted. 

Mr BRADY (Ireland) said that the Secretar'y''had given the Committee some very useful 
information which would help it in reaching a decision. Obviously, the proposals that the 
Director -General would be submitting to the Twenty- second World Health Assembly should be as 
informed and as comprehensive as possible and he would therefore need the advice and 
assistance of architects -. It was normal in considering a building venture to employ an 
architect for expert advice and archltects', aoѕoc atiOng prescribed the fees for such services. 
It would be a pity if discussion were held up bed'aùse of'that question. The Secretary had 
given an assurance that the Director-,Generai would;nët! "undertake any further commitments 
between the present time and the Twenty-second. W*Хld'He'l.th Assembly The Committee should 
therefore direct ite attention to the draft resolution,` 

He understood the delegate of France, to ays agreed that the Director -General would have 
to carry out some exploratory studies on piавnхig and- architecture. If that were so, it 

should be stated in the draft resolution and the best way of doing so would be to maintain 
the original wording. 

Dr CAYLA (France) said that he wished to reply t,o points raised by the delegates of the 
USSR and Ireland. , ' 

In the first place, what he had prapásed was a draft resolution and not an amendment: 
the original text before the Committee was a сf* гt text'1i- repared by the Secretariat and not 
submitted by a member of the Committee, в' 

His purpose in submitting his draft resolutiñn. was to emphasize that the vital factor 
was the purchase of land, since he believed everyone would agree that the accommodation 
problem would be solved if WHO could acquire additional -land. It was for that reason that 
he considered that it would be premature to embark ог any intensive architectural and . 

financial studies without thoroughly exploring .the;. -pе&Si bilities for purchasing additional 
land. Hence, although he recognized that studies were necessary and, as the delegate of 
Ireland had said, expert architectural advice would have to be sought, there should be only 
preliminary exploratory studies and not the costly and exhaustive kind which would have to be 
undertaken once a decision had been taken between building on new land or - which would be a 
last resort - extensions to the existing building. He therefore suggested that now that the 
Director- General's scope of studies had been made clear, the Committee should adopt the draft 
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resolution as he had proposed it, with two operative paragraphs: the first emphasizing the 
study of all possible means of purchasing additional land; and the second, which could only 
be implemented if preliminary exploratory studies were carried out to resolve the problem of 
additional accommodation at headquarters. 

Dr LISICYN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that he supported the draft 
resolution proposed by the delegate of France, since many matters still remained to be 

clarified. The Secretary had indicated that there was no new information since the previous 
Health Assembly, and since WHO seemed to have been pursuing its work successfully, he assumed 
there was no need for the speedy action referred to in paragraph 2. Moreover, experience 
with the construction of the headquarters building had not been altogether satisfactory. He 

would therefore favour a more cautious approach than that implied in the original draft 
resolution. He thought that the Director -General would be able to comply with the request 
in paragraph 1 and, in accordance with paragraph 4, submit to the Executive Board at its 
forty -third session and to the Twenty - second World Health Assembly definite proposals on ways 
of solving the problem, for instance, by constructing an annex on additional land, or on that 

already available to WHO, or by adding extra floors to the building. 

The SECRETARY, referring to the USSR delegate's suggestion, said that there was absolutely • 
no possibility of constructing additional floors on the existing buildings. 

With regard to the proposals by the delegate of France, the Secretariat would have no 
difficulty with the resolution in the form proposed, provided it were clearly understood - 

as the delegate of France had himself said - that the Director -General would have to conduct 
preliminary and exploratory studies with professional architectural advice. 

Mrs LEFEVRE de WIRZ (Panama) referred to a suggestion made by the Director -General at 
the Twentieth World Health Assembly (Official Records No. 160, Annex 8, paragraph 6) concerning 

the construction of a fire -proof temporary building on the area used as parking lot No. 2, 

adjacent to the headquarters building, as authorized by the Republic and Canton of Geneva. 

It might be wise, before pursuing the discussion further, to consider whether it would be 

possible to avoid unnecessary expenditure. Perhaps there was no immediate need to seek land 
in Geneva at a time when it was known to be very scarce; perhaps it would be possible to use 
the land already owned by the Organization. Perhaps the Director -General could be given 

more precise directives as to the type of study he should carry out, rather than adopt decisions 

with more costly and less efficient implications. 

The SECRETARY explained that the paragraph in question referred to immediate needs which 
had been called to the attention of the previous Health Assembly. That Assembly had approved • 
a temporary building which had now been constructed. 

The question now under discussion concerned the Organization's long -term needs. The 

Director -General would certainly bear in mind the comments of the delegates of Panama and 

other countries on the importance of keeping costs at a minimum, at the same time taking 

into account the long -term requirements and the fact that a long -term solution took a long 

time to achieve. It was desirable for steps to be taken as soon as possible to proceed on 
the lines indicated in the draft resolution. 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Committee to approve the draft resolution proposed by the 

delegate of France which read as follows: 
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The Twenty -first World Health Assembly, 

Noting from the report of the Director -General concerning the proposed extension 

of the headquarters building that the consultations regarding additional land have not 

so far produced a tangible result; 

Noting further that the Director -General has not yet been able to develop specific 

proposals for the financing of such a project; 

1. REQUESTS the Director -General to bring to the attention of the local authorities 

once again the urgency of finding a solution to the problem of additional land; and 

2. EXPRESSES the hope that the Director -General will be able to present to the 

Executive Board, at its forty -third session, and to the Twenty - second World Health 

Assembly proposals for dealing with the problem of additional office accommodation at 

headquarters. 

Decision: The draft resolution was approved. 

3. PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO PARAGRAPH 2 (vi) OF THE WORKING PRINCIPLES GOVERNING THE ADMISSION 

OF NON -GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS INTO OFFICIAL RELATIONS WITH WHO: Item 3.14 of the 

Agenda (Resolution EB41.R47; Basic Documents, 19th ed., p. 68) 

Dr VENEDIKTOV, representative of the Executive Board, drew the Committee's attention to 

resolution EB41.R47 (Official Records No. 165, p. 23) on the periodicity of the review of 

the list of non -governmental organizations in official relations with WHO. That resolution 

contained a draft resolution for the Committee's consideration. 

The Board had given the matter very close consideration, in view of the increasing 

number of organizations in official relations with WHO. Since the members of the Board were 

designated to serve for a period of three years and it was desirable for each member to be 

adequately informed about the co- operation between WHO and the non -governmental organizations 

in official relations with it, the Board had proposed that the list be reviewed every three 

years instead of every four years as provided in paragraph 2 (vi) of the working principles. 

Dr CIMICKY (Czechoslovakia) supported the proposed resolution. Satisfactory contacts 

between WHO and the non -governmental organizations were very important to the Organization's 

work, The proposed change would not only enable members of the Executive Board to gain a 

better insight into those organizations' co- operation with WHO, but would also be helpful 

to the Secretariat. 

Dr BOÉRI (Monaco), Rapporteur, read out the draft resolution contained in operative 
paragraph 2 of resolution EB41.147. 

Decision: The draft resolution was approved. 



A21 /AFL /SR /9 

page 10 

4. CONFIRMATION OF THE SELECTION OF THE COUNTRY OR REGION IN WHICH THE TWENTY- SECOND WORLD 
HEALTH ASSEMBLY WILL BE HELD: Item 3.3 of the Agenda (Resolutions WHA19.9 and 

ЕВ38.R15; Official Records No. 151, Annex 7; Resolution ЕВ41.R31; Document А21 /AFL /13) 

The SECRETARY, introducing the Director -General's report in document A21 /AFL /14, 

recalled that in adopting resolution WHA19.9, the Nineteenth World Health Assembly had 

accepted the invitation of the United States Government to hold the Twenty -second World Health 

Assembly in Boston, Massachusetts, subject to the conclusion of appropriate arrangements, and 
had requested the Director -General to report to the Twenty -first World Health Assembly and 

to the Executive Board session following it, so that appropriate decisions could be taken in 
accordance with the relevant constitutional responsibilities. The Director -General had 

conducted conversations and negotiations with officials of the United States Government and 

was now in a position to report favourably regarding practical facilities for holding a 
successful Assembly in Boston and regarding an agreement concerning privileges and immunities. 
The texts of the agreements had been agreed but the United States Government could only 

commit itself subject to the availability of funds to be approved by the United States 

Congress. Consequently, it would not be possible to take the final decision on the agree- 
ments between WHO and the United States Government until the necessary funds had been made 
available. 

The opening date of the Assembly had now been tentatively set at 7 July - instead of 
the original suggestion of 1 July - in order to fit in with other users of the facilities in 
Boston. 

As indicated in paragraph 4, the Director -General was able to report that subject to the 
qualifications referred to in paragraph 3 of the document, there was every indication that 
the requisites for holding the Assembly in Boston, Massachusetts, could be provided. He 

drew attention to the following draft resolution in the same paragraph: 

The Twenty -first World Health AssemЫ y, 

Considering resolution EB41.R31 concerning the arrangements for the Twenty -second 
World Health Assembly and the Executive Board which follows; 

Having noted the report of the Director -General; and 

Having regard to Article 14 of the Constitution of the World Health Organization, 

1.. EXPRESSES its appreciation for the invitation extended by the Government of the 
United States of America that the Twenty -second World Health Assembly and the session 
of the Executive Board which follows be held in the United States of America; 

2. ACCEPTS this invitation and selects the United States of America as the country 
in which the Twenty -second World Health Assembly shall be held in 1969, subject to 

confirmation of the necessary undertakings by the Government of the United States; 

3. REQUESTS the Director -General to enter into the appropriate arrangements with the 
Government of the United States of America in connexion with the convening of both the 
Twenty - second World Health Assembly and the session of the Executive Board which follows, 
which arrangements shall confirm: 

(a) that the Government of the United States of America will bear the additional 
costs incurred by and on behalf of the Organization in the holding of these sessions 
outside headquarters; 
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(b) that there shall be placed at the disposal of the Organization the premises, 

installations, equipment, services and generally all facilities which the Director -General 

may deem necessary for the holding of sessions of both the Assembly and the Executive 

Board; 

(c) that in accordance with the declaration of the representatives of the United 

States of America, the Organization shall enjoy ample facilities to permit the successful 

conduct of the session of the Assembly and of the Executive Board which follows; 

4. DECIDES that, should the Government of the United States of America, for any reason, 

be unable to confirm the necessary undertakings for the holding of the Twenty- second World 

Health Assembly in Boston, the Assembly shall be held in Geneva, Switzerland; 

5. REQUESTS the Director -General to inform the Executive Board and Member States at the 

earliest practical moment of the outcome of his further consultations with representatives 

of the Government of the United States of America and the resulting conclusion as to the 

place of the Twenty- second World Health Assembly. 

Mr WACHOB (United States of America) said that his Government welcomed the prospect of 
being host to the Twenty- second World Health Assembly and the ensuing session of the Executive 

Board. The United States Congress was at present considering the appropriations for the 

additional cost to the host Government and as soon as the matter was completed the Government 
would conclude an agreement with WHO. It was expected that the agreement would be concluded 

by July of the current year. On that basis his delegation supported the draft resolution. 

The coming year, 1969, marked the centenary of the foundation of the first United States modern 
public health department, in Massachusetts, and it was therefore most appropriate that the 

World Health Assembly should meet in Boston in that year. The Government and the people of 
the United States of America and of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts would spare no effort to 
provide the practical facilities and the warmth of spirit necessary to make the Assembly a 
memorable event for all. 

The CHAIRMAN thanked the delegate of the United States of America for his assurances which 
he was sure all the members of the Committee would welcome. 

Decision: The draft resolution in paragraph 4 of document A21 /AFL /14 was approved. 

5, UNITED NATIONS JOINT STAFF PENSION BOARD: Item 3.13 of the Agenda 

Annual Report of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Board for 1966: Item 3.13.1 of the 

Agenda (Document А21 /AFL /1) 

The SECRETARY, introducing the item, drew attention to paragraph 2 of document A21 /AFL /1. 
The annual report of the Joint Staff Pension Fund for 1966 had been submitted to the Twenty - 
second session of the United Nations General Assembly as document A/6708, and copies were 
available for examination on request. 

The position, as summarized in paragraph 3, was that as at 30 September 1966 the principal 
of the Fund had stood at $ 263 472 871; there had been 16 740 full participants and 8448 
associate participants, of which the WHO participants numbered 2114 and 1400 respectively. 

He drew attention to the following draft resolution in paragraph 5: 

The Twenty -first World Health Assembly 

NOTES the status of the operation of the Joint Staff Pension Fund as indicated by the 

annual report for the year 1966 and as reported by the Director -General. 

Decision: The draft resolution was approved. 
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WHO Staff Pension Committee: Appointment of Representatives to replace Members whose Period 
of Membership expires: Item 3.13.2 of the Agenda (Resolution WHA18.27; Document А21 /AFL /2) 

The SECRETARY, introducing document А21 /AFL /2, explained that two additional members had 
to be elected to represent the governments in the tripartite arrangement for the WHO Staff 
Pension Committee, which was composed of nine members and alternate members - three appointed 
by the Health Assembly, three by the Director-General and three by the Fund's participants. 
It was customary to choose representatives from among the members of the Executive Board, by 
designating the names of Member States entitled to appoint a person to the Board, in order to 
facilitate the holding of meetings of the Staff Pension Committee which normally took place 
during Executive Board sessions. 

He drew attention to the following draft resolution in which two names were to be 
inserted: 

The Twenty -first World Health Assembly 

RESOLVES that the member of the Executive Board designated by the Government of 
be appointed as member of the WHO Staff Pension Committee, and that the 

member of the Board designated by the Government of be appointed as 

alternate member, the appointments being for a period of three years. 

Dr CAYLA (France) proposed that Canada be inserted as the Government to designate a 

member of the WHO Staff Pension Committee and that Mongolia be inserted as the Government to 

designate an alternate member. 

Decision: The proposal of the delegate of France was approved. 

The resolution, as completed, was approved. 

Dr LAYTON (Canada) and D• DOLGOR (Mongolia) expressed the appreciation of their respective 
delegations: 

6. THE UNITED NATIONS, THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY: 
ADMINISTRATIVE, BUDGETARY AND FINANCIAL MATTERS: Item 3.12 of the Agenda (Official 
Records No. 166; Resolution ЕB41•R6 and Annex 13, Resolution ЕВ41.R40 and Annex 11; 

Document А21 /AFL /7) 

Dr VENEDIKTOV, representative of the Executive Board, introduced the Board's report, 

referred to in the Director -General's report in document А21 /AFL /7. Co- ordination on budgetary 

and financial matters among the organizations of the United Nations system was an important 

matter; nevertheless existing arrangements allowed for some flexibility and autonomy - for 

taking decisions on particular matters in accordance with the field of work of the organization 
concerned. The Board had recognized the value of the Ad Hoc Committee's recommendations and 
had been pleased to note that a number of them were in accordance with existing WHO practice. 
Others needed further consideration. The Director -General's report also contained information 

on the position with regard to standardization of budgetary and financial matters, co- operation 
in the use of computers, co- ordination in the use of language staff, and co- ordination in the 
grading of posts. The report fully reflected the discussions on those matters that had taken 
place in the Board. 

The SECRETARY recalled that the subject under discussion was one to which all the 

organizations of the United Nations system attached great importance. They had been studying 
the application or non -application of a series of recommendations resulting from meetings of 
the Ad Hoc Committee of Experts set up to examine the finances of the United Nations and the 

specialized agencies. That Committee no longer existed, but its recommendations were being 

studied by all the organizations, including WHO. It had always been assumed that the 
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recommendations were not intended to be imposed on the organizations and that some of them 

would need to be adapted to the particular needs of individual organizations. 

The Director -General had reported to the thirty -ninth, fortieth and forty -first sessions 
of the Executive Board and to the Twentieth Health Assembly on the work being done to see how 

far WHO was already following the recommendations - and the extent to which recommendations 
could or could not be implemented. At the Board's forty -first session the Director -General 

had reported that out of fifty -two recommendations in the Ad Hoc Committee's report, sixteen 
were not directed to, or did not call for, action by WHO; twenty -five were fully in operation 

in WHO; one was partly in operation in WHO, pending a more precise definition of certain terms 

in the recommendation; in the case of four, the Board had decided for the time being to 

maintain certain practices developed to meet the special needs of WHO. The Board had also 

asked the Director -General to continue to co- operate in an inter -agency study of another four 

of the recommendations. Two recommendations - concerning biennial Assemblies and biennial 

budgeting - had been studied at the present Health Assembly and proposals to amend the 

Constitution which would have implemented those recommendations had already been withdrawn. 
The Board had decided to review one recommendation at its first session in 1970 and to review 

another at its forty -third session when the Director- General would be submitting a report. 

To sum up, WHO had taken all the necessary steps that might reasonably be expected of it 

regarding all aspects of all the recommendations, bearing in mind that there were still some 
recommendations to be considered on an inter- agency basis. 

As indicated in paragraph 2•1 of document А21 /AFL /7, the standardization of budgetary and 
financial matters had been pursued through the Consultative Committee on Administrative and 
Budgetary Questions (CCAQ) which had agreed on seventy -one terms and definitions; those were 
now being translated from English into French, Russian and Spanish. Additional terms and 
definitions would be considered during the current year, and the exercise would undoubtedly be 

a continuing one. Much remained to be done to secure greater uniformity and standardization 
in the use of budgetary terminology, which would help both the Secretariat and Member 
governments. With reference to paragraph 2.2, it might at some time in the future be 

necessary for WHO to consider revising the Financial Regulations to include new definitions; 

in that event, the Director- General would submit an appropriate proposal. 

As stated in paragraph 2.3, the increasing emphasis on co-ordination in budgetary and 

financial matters had led the Administrative Committee on Co- ordination (ACC) to revise the 

working arrangements of the CCAQ which would now be in a position to give more continuing 
consideration to budgetary and financial questions; it was to be provided with a full -time 
officer to make preparatory studies so as to facilitate inter -organization agreement. 

The meeting rose at 12.10 p.m. 


