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Madam President, Mr Vice·Chairman, Secretary Bengzon, Honourable Ministers, 
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I welcome this opportunity to address you at the beginning of this, the fortieth session, of 
the WHO Regional Committee for the Western Pacific, and also to thank the Government of 
the Republic of the Philippines for acting as host to the Committee and for inviting us to 
Malacaiiang for the inaugural meeting. 

Madam President, your presence here is one more symbol of your deep interest in 
WHO, and your commitment to its work. Because of the nine years I spent here, I have a deep 
and abiding affection for the Philippines and its beautiful people, the more profound because 
of my observance at first hand of the unique and heroic People's Revolution. Since then, the 
leadership you have provided to members of your immediate cabinet in their efforts to bring 
about a rapid national recovery and release of the Filipino people from their former suffering 
has been deeply admired. I can assure you that I and my friend and colleague the Regional 
Director, Dr Sang Tae Han, will do all in our power to intensify WHO's collaboration with the 
Philippines in striving towards its national health goals. 

You have been wise, Madam President, in choosing Secretary Bengzon to guide the 
Philippines towards health for all. He is a man of great dynamism and ability. What you are 
doing in this country for the health of your people is esteemed not only in the Western Pacific 
Region, but throughout Asia and indeed the rest of the world. Your experience here will be 
used to help many countries suffering the same difficulties. 

The fact that the WHO Regional Office functions in such a satisfactory manner is in no 
small measure due to its location here in Manila. WHO must continue to be grateful to the 
Government of the Philippines for acting as host to the Regional Office, and for facilitating 
and supporting its work in so many countless ways. 

Madam President, ladies and gentlemen, permit me to close by saying how pleased I am 
to be here today. Honourable Representatives and participants, I wish you an agreeable and 
fruitful session. The countries of the WHO Western Pacific Region represented here are 
particularly diverse, but with this diversity comes singleness of vision and of purpose, as they 
reach towards the goal for health for all in the year 2000 and beyond. This and your shared 
objectives will certainly lead to discussion and resolutions that are inspired by wisdom, realism, 
and determination. 
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