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The International Confederation of Midwives welcomes the activities of WHO in this Region 

and its ongoing collaboration with UNICEF. We look forward to working with you as we address 

issues related to midwives, women and children at our 25th Triennial Congress in Manila in May 1999. 

Health for All in the new millennium can only be achieved by healthy families today. This 

means ensuring quality of care for mothers and babies. The role of the midwife within this care is 

crucial. She is a key health care provider in the period of transition from individuals to families. Her 

involvement is felt in every aspect of this all encompassing change: from health promotion and family 

planning, through pregnancy and childbirth to the early years of childhood. 

As human life cycles move on, the midwife cares for several generations of families in her 

community developing her skills and services in the field of reproductive health according to their 

needs. Through communication and teamwork with other health care workers, midwives are continuing 

to demonstrate their high levels of quality care. The Confederation supports collaboration and 

partnerships where midwives work with others to achieve the reproductive health goals of many 

Western Pacific nations and stresses the need to establish these partnerships throughout the entire 

Region. 

In many countries, the need for midwives to be involved in health care development and reform 

is greater than their opportunities to do so. Though some midwives are moving forward into positions 

of management, legislation, research and development in order to strengthen, support and increase their 

education and practice in primary health care, continued focus remains essential for midwives and 
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health care authorities worldwide to create these opportunities and establish an effective midwifery 

leadership. Vital financial and facilitative support is needed and it is the responsibility of governments 

and international agencies to provide that support. 

The Confederation welcomes reports of advances in combating the malnutrition of newborn 

and infants in some countries. We share concerns that globally progress is too slow and that in many 

countries, mainly those where civil unrest and natural disasters have occurred, there have been 

retrograde steps. 

Initiatives such as the Baby-Friendly Hospital Initiative have made positive inroads to 

establishing early and prolonged breast-feeding in many hospitals, and in establishing a culture of 

breast-feeding, but this effort must be sustained. 

Envisioning the possibilities that arise when we share and learn from each other as we tackle 

the various aspects of reproductive health and safe motherhood, we are delighted that approximately 

3000 midwives will be attending 25th Triennial Congress of the International Confederation to Manila 

in May next year. At its pre-congress workshop the increasing rates of reproductive tract infections 

including HIV/AIDS will be addressed and the knowledge gained by midwives will enable them to work 

at both national and international level towards prevention of these debilitating and life threatening 

conditions, to the overall benefit of their nations 


