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1. SELECTION OF TOPIC FOR THE TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS IN 
CONJUNCTION WITH THE FORTY-FOURTH SESSION OF THE REGIONAL 
COMMITfEE: Item 19 of the Agenda (Document WPR/RC43/16) 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR said that after the closure of the session, the 
Technical Discussions would be held on the topic of "Healthy urban environment". 

In the meantime, the Committee should select a topic for the Technical Discussions 
to be held in conjunction with the forty-fourth session. Document WPR/RC43/16 
contained three proposals for the Committee's consideration: malaria; cholera and 
diarrhoeal diseases; and information and communication support for primary health care. 
The Committee, however, was free to propose other topics. 

As would be noted from the last paragraph of document WPR/RC43/16, the Forty
fourth World Health Assembly had decided that Technical Discussions should be held in 
even-numbered years only, when there was no programme budget to consider. Therefore 
the next Technical Discussions to be held in conjunction with the World Health Assembly 
would be in 1994. The topic would be "Community action for health". 

Dr HOP (Viet Nam) suggested that eradication of poliomyelitis might be considered 
as an appropriate subject. 

Dr TAPA (Tonga) expressed a preference for the third subject, "Information and 
communication support for primary health care", seeing it as complementary to that for the 
Technical Discussions to be held in conjunction with the Forty-seventh World Health 
Assembly in 1994. The subject was also perhaps of wider relevance to more countries and 
categories of health worker than the other topics, and closely related to the goal of health 
for all. 

Dr MILAN (Philippines) supported Dr Tapa's choice, which she found appropriate 
also in the light of the search for new ways to deliver health services in the community. 

Dr SIALIS (Papua New Guinea), Mr SMITH (Fiji), Mr MILLER (New Zealand), 
Dr CHAN Fu-chun (Hong Kong) and Dr KOTEKA (Cook Islands) also favoured that 
topic. 

Dr KWA (Singapore) also supported the choice of the third topic, noting that the use 
of information technology was fairly new, so that a discussion would benefit all countries. 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR noted the preference for the third topic. Concerning 
the suggestion by the Representative of Viet Nam, he assured him that poliomyelitis 
eradication would be on the agenda again at the forty-fourth session of the Regional 
Committee. 

The malaria situation could also be reviewed at a future session. 

Cholera, with typhoid and paratyphoid, had been the subject of discussions as far 
back as 1978, and "Cholera and diarrhoeal diseases" might be adopted as an agenda item 
also for the regular session of the Committee next year. 

Dr TAPA (Tonga) supported that suggestion. 



SUMMARY RECORD OF THE SEVENTII MEETING 139 

It was so agreed. 

Decision: "Information and communication support for primary health care" was 
selected as the topic for the Technical Discussions to be held in conjunction with the 
forty-fourth session of the Regional Committee. 

The CHAIRMAN asked the Rapporteurs to prepare a draft resolution to that effect. 

2. ADDRESS BY THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND WELFARE OF JAPAN 

Mr Yamashita (Japan) addressed the Committee (see Annex). 

3. TIME AND PLACE OF THE FORTY-FOURTH AND FORTY-FIFTII 
SESSIONS OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE: Item 20 of the Agenda 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR suggested that the dates of the forty-fourth session 
should be from 13 to 17 September 1993. Efforts were made to coordinate the dates of all 
six regional committees, first, to enable the Director-General to attend at least part of them 
all; and second, to allow enough time for the discussions of all the regional committees to 
be reflected in the documentation for the Executive Board meeting in January. Since the 
forty-fourth session would be held in Manila, an invitation could be extended to hold the 
forty-fifth session outside regional headquarters. 

If no invitation was forthcoming, the forty-fifth session would, of course, be held in 
Manila. 

Dr ABU BAKAR (Malaysia), noting that it was nearly 20 years since a Regional 
Committee session had been held in his country, said that the Government wished to invite 
representatives to Kuala Lumpur for the forty-fifth session in 1994. 

The CHAIRMAN expressed the Committee's thanks and asked the Rapporteurs to 
prepare an appropriate draft resolution. 

The meetinc rose at 2.30 p.m. 
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ANNEX 

ADDRESS BY THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND WELFARE OF JAPAN! 

Dr Han, distinguished Representatives, ladies and gentlemen, 

I would like to congratulate the Chairman and Regional Director on this successful 
Regional Committee session, and I am very grateful to you for giving me the floor. On 
behalf of the Government of Japan, I would like to make some observations on the forty
third session of the WHO Regional Committee Meeting for the Western Pacific. 

First of all, I would like to express my sincere respect and gratitude to the staff of 
WHO for their accomplishments in working towards the goal of "Health for All" under the 
excellent guidance of Director-General Dr Hiroshi Nakajima, and I understand that the 
strong leadership of Dr Han is highly appreciated in the Western Pacific Region. I would 
like also to express my respect for his great contribution of improving the health status of 
our Region. 

At present, the international situation is dramatically changing, and in many 
countries the change is affecting health conditions. Thus, the gaps between countries with 
health advantages and disadvantages are getting wider. Health is a primary source of a 
human being's welfare. It is strongly urged that we should reach a consensus on investment 
in health so that all can enjoy the benefits of good health. Our experience demonstrates 
clearly that continued investment in promoting health leads to the wealth of countries. 

In the Western Pacific Region, we have a wide variety of health challenges such as 
poliomyelitis eradication, AIDS control, environmental health, tobacco control, and so on. 
Thus the role expected of WHO as a professional international agency is really important. 
For this reason, we are accepting many WHO fellows at WHO collaborating centres and 
sending out many experts. 

We will continuously support the Director-General, Dr Nakajima, and the Regional 
Director, Dr Han, in order to strengthen our collaboration with WHO towards the 
improvement of medical and health conditions in the Western Pacific Region and in the 
world. 

Lastly, I wish to express my sincere thanks to the staff of the Government of 
Hong Kong who have prepared this fruitful Regional Committee session. 

I1nterpretation from the Japanese provided in accordance with Rule 23 of the Rules of Procedure of the Regional 

Committee for the Western Pacific. 


