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180 REGIONAL COMMITfEE: THIRTY-NINTH SESSION 

1. CONSIDERATION OF DRAFf RESOLUTIONS 

The Committee considered the following draft resolutions: 

1.1 Adolescent health (Document WPR/RC39/Conf.Paper No. 10) 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution WPR/RC39.R12). 

1.2 Prevention of mental, neurolo&ical and psychosocial disorders 
(Document WPR/RC39/Conf.Paper No. 11) 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution WPR/RC39.R13). 

1.3 National drug policies (Document WPR/RC39/Conf.Paper No. 12) 

Dr HANDLEY (United States of America) said that WHO deserved praise for 
elaborating plans for countries to follow in establishing national drug policies, and 
proposed the addition in operative paragraph 3, after the words "national drug 
policies", of the words "based on WHO's revised drug strategies", which was the 
wording used in Health Assembly resolution WHA41.16. 

Dr KHALID (Malaysia) suggested that "taking into account" would be more 
appropriate than "based on", which might be seen as leaving countries too little 
independence in establishing their own policies. 

Dr HANDLEY (United States of America) accepted that suggestion. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Decision: The draft resolution, as thus amended, was adopted (see resolution 
WPR/RC39.R14). 

1.4 Re~:ional eradication of poliomyelitis by 1995 
(Document WPR/RC39/Conf.Paper No. 13) 

Dr KHALID (Malaysia), apologizing for not having been present during the 
discussion of the item, asked in view of what had happened to WHO's malaria 
eradication programme whether WHO could be sure of poliomyelitis eradication by 
the year 1995. If not, he suggested that the wording of operative paragraph 1, "will be 
eradicated", should be toned down. 

The SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL said 
he fully appreciated the concern expressed by the representative of Malaysia. 
However, in setting a target he was himself of the opinion that it was necessary to be 
firm, even if an adjustment had to be made subsequently. 

Dr WELCH (Australia) agreed with the representative of Malaysia; repeated 
unfulfilled aims, as he sometimes saw in successive years' provisions in the WHO 
programme budget, Jed to reduced credibility. 

Dr POUTASI (New Zealand) proposed that operative paragraph 1 be 
amended to read: "DECIDES to adopt a goal of eradication of poliomyelitis in the 
Western Pacific Region by 1995". 
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Dr TAPA (Tonga) appreciated the concern expressed, but said he felt that 
poliomyelitis eradication was a case for ambitious target-setting and preferred the 
existing wording. 

He proposed the addition of the following subparagraph to operative 
paragraph 5: "(3) to report back to the Regional Committee in 1990". 

Dr KHALID (Malaysia) supported the amendments proposed by the 
representatives of New Zealand and Tonga. He also appreciated the need for a set 
goal. His sole concern was that the malaria story should not be repeated. 

The SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE DIRECfOR-GENERAL 
suggested that operative paragraph 1 might read: "DECIDES that in the Western 
Pacific Region the utmost effort will be made to eradicate poliomyelitis by 1995"; and 
that the new operative paragraph 5 (3) should read: "to report on progress to the 
Regional Committee in 1990". 

It was so agreed. 

Thos? ilroe.rtdments were adopted. 

Decision: The draft resolution, as amended, was adopted (see resolution 
WPR/RC39.R15). 

1.5 Technical Discussions (Document WPR/RC39/Conf.Paper No. 14) 

Dr WELCH (Australia) asked whether a decision had been made regarding 
how planning and managing finances for health was to be discussed at a future session 
of the Committee. 

THE SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL said 
that the Committee had decided that the subject would be placed on the agenda of its 
fortieth session, as was recorded in document WPR/RC39/SR/8. It was not therefore 
necessary to include the decision in the resolution. 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution WPR/RC39.R16). 

1.6 Special Programme of Research, Development and Research Training in 
Human Reproduction: Membership of the Policy and Coordination 
Committee (Document WPR/RC39/Conf.Paper No. 15) 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution WPR/RC39.R17). 

1.7 Special Programme for Research and Trainini in Tropical Diseases: 
Membership of the Joint Coordinating Board 
(Document WPR/RC39/Conf.Paper No. 16) 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution WPR/RC39.R18). 

1.8 Membership of the Sub-Committee on ProjUammes and Technical 
Cooperation (Document WPR/RC39jConf.Paper No. 17) 

Dr WELCH (Australia) asked if there was to be a meeting of the Sub
Committee members following the country visits in 1989 and what other work the 
Regional Committee had assigned to the Sub-Committee during 1989. 
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The SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL said 
that the countries to be visited would be China and the Philippines, and that it was to 
be proposed that the visits should take place toward the end of June 1989. 
Subsequently it might be possible to covene a meeting in Manila in late June or early 
July 1989. That had been the practice in the past. 

The only work that had as yet been assigned to the Sub-Committee was its task 
in relation to WHO's cooperation in the field of immunization during the country visits. 

Dr WELCH (Australia) said that he considered it very important for Member 
States to appoint appropriate representatives to the Sub-Committee so that those who 
made the visits contributed to the full both during the visits and at the subsequent 
meetings of the Sub-Committee. When Member States were considering whom to 
appoint to the Sub-Committee, it was advisable that they should bear in mind the tasks 
assigned to it. In the instance under consideration, the representatives should be 
appropriate to the subject of the Expanded Programme on Immunization and to any 
other tasks assigned to the Sub-Committee. Consequently it was important to decide 
the tasks as soon as possible, so that Member States would be able to appoint 
appropriate persons. 

Dr MAOATE (Cook Islands) suggested that the Regional Committee should 
consider providing feedback on the performance of Sub-Committee members to the 
governments concerned. 

Mr HANDLEY (United States of America), referring to the last phrase of 
subparagraph 2 of paragraph 1, proposed that the last part of subparagraph 2 of 
paragraph 1 should be amended to: "The four members of the Sub-Committee whose 
three-year terms expire in 1989 are the representatives of New Zealand, Papua New 
Guinea, the Philippines and Viet Nam". 

After some discussion, the SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE 
DIRECfOR·GENERAL proposed that a more suitable wording would be "recalling 
that the other four members, whose periods of tenure expire in 1989, are the 
representatives of New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, the Philippines and VietNam". 

The amendment was adopted. 

Decision: The draft resolution, as amended, was adopted · (see resolution 
WPR/RC39.R19). 

2. TIME AND PLACE OF TilE FORTIETII AND FORTY-FIRST SESSIONS 
OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE: Item 22 of the Agenda 

The SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE DIRECfOR-GENERAL said 
that no invitations had been received to hold either the fortieth or the forty-first 
session of the Regional Committee outside regional headquarters in Manila. If no 
invitation was received, both sessions would be held at regional headquarters. 

Dr BENGZON (Philippines) said that the Government of the Philippines was 
happy to act as host to the fortieth session of the Regional Committee in 1989. 

The SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE DIRECfOR-GENERAL said 
that if the Regional Committee accepted the kind invitation of the Government of the 
Philippines to hold the fortieth session in the Philippines in 1989, the forty-first session 
should normally be held at regional headquarters in Manila, in accordance with a 
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resolution adopted by the Regional Committee in 1973 (WPR/RC24.R10). He 
suggested that the fortieth session be held from 18 to 22 September 1989. He pointed 
out that the dates of the annual sessions of the six regional committees should overlap 
as little as possible so that the Director-General could attend at least part of each one. 

The CHAIRMAN asked that a resolution should be drafted accepting the kind 
invitation of the Government of the Phi~ippines and the dates proposed. 

Decision: It was so agreed. 

3. STATEMENfS BY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED NATIONS, 
THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES, INfERGOVERNMENT ALAND 
NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS IN OFFICIAL REIA TIONS 
Willi WHO: Item 23 of the Agenda 

At the invitation of the CHAIRMAN, statements were presented by the 
following nongovernmental organizations: 

International Organization of Consumers Unions 
World Federation for Medical Education 
International Epidemiological Association 
Helen Keller International, Inc. 
International Federation of Gynecology and Obstetrics 
World Federation of Neurosurgical Societies 
International Pediatric Association 

The CHAIRMAN acknowledged statements received for circulation to 
Member States from the following nongovernmental organizations: 

International Association of Cancer Registries 
International Dental Federation 
International Federation of Ophthalmological Societies 
World Federation of Public Health Associations 
League of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
International Council of Women 

4. CONSIDERATION OF DRAFf RESOLUTION (resumed) 

4.1 Fortieth and forty-first sessions of the Re~onal Committee 
(Document WPR/RC39/Conf.Paper No. 18) 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution WPR/RC39.R20). 

5. RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION 

Dr PEREIRA DOS REIS (Portugal) presented a draft resolution of 
appreciation. 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution WPR/RC39.R21). 
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6. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION 

The CHAIRMAN paid tribute to the representatives of Australia and Malaysia 
for their long and valuable services to the Committee and wished them every success in 
the future. After congratulating Dr Han on his nomination as Regional Director, he 
thanked representatives for their cooperation and declared the thirty-ninth session of 
the Regional Committee closed. 

The meetine closed at 11.10 a.m. 




