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W O R L D  H E A L T H  O R G A N I S A T I O N  M O N D I A L E  

O R G A N I Z A T I O N

TWENTY-FIRST WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

Provisional agenda item 3.5

IMPLEMENTATION OF RESOLUTION WHA19.3I1
2In its resolution WHA20.38, the Twentieth World Health Assembly noted the report of 

the D irector-General^ on the implementation of resolution WHAISJ.SI'*' and decided to refer 
the matter to the Regional Committees concerned for further consideration.

The question was considered by the Regional Committees for Africa, Europe and the 
Western Pacific at their sessions in 1967. These Regional Committees adopted respectively 
resolutions AFR/RC17/R2, EUR/RC17/R9 and WPR/RC18.R2, the texts of which are appended to 
this document (Annexes 1, 2 and 3). The reports of the Regional Committees contained the 
following passages on this subject:

Regional Committee for Africa - Report on the seventeenth session: ". . .

Attention was directed to the belief by at least one representative that the 
Director-General had felt a certain hesitation in accepting the absolute suspension 
of all assistance to the populations in the Portuguese territories since application 
of such policy might pose problems on occasions when emergencies arise and for which 
there was obvious need for humanitarian assistance. It was also suggested that the 
Committee may wish to defer its decision pending consideration of the conclusions 
reached by the Regional Committees for Europe and the Western Pacific. In the 
final analysis, however, it was decided that the African States must fulfil the commit
ments entered into two years previously. As a result, resolution AFR/RC17/R2 was 
adopted."4

Regional Committee for Europe - Report on the seventeenth session: ". . .

In discussing the implementation of resolution WHA19.31 (WHA20.38) concerning 
the suspension of technical assistance to Portugal, the Committee set up a sub
committee which was unable to draft a formula acceptable to all its members. After 
discussion, two draft resolutions were voted upon, one proposed by Algeria, Poland 
and Yugoslavia and the other by Belgium. The Committee adopted the latter (resolution 
EUR/RC17/R9)."5

Regional Committee for the Western Pacific - Report on the eighteenth session:

1 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 9th ed., pages 302-3.
2 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 9th ed., p. 303.
3 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 160, Annex 14, pp. 99-100
4 Document EB41/9, Annex, p. 12.
5
Document EB41/6, Annex, pp. 10-11.
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". . . The Committee noted that the measures taken under this resolution, which 
referred to the suspension of technical assistance to Portugal and its overseas territories, 
had been the subject of a report by the Director-General to the World Health Assembly.
As a result of discussions which had taken place during the Assembly, the matter had been 
referred to the Regional Committees concerned for further consideration. Two 
Portuguese territories in the Region, Macao and Timor, were affected by the resolution.

During the discussion of this item, it was pointed out by the Representative of 
the Philippines that one of the functions of WHO was to stimulate and advance work to 
control and eradicate epidemic, endemic and other diseases. Unequal development in 
different countries in the promotion of health and control of diseases was a common 
danger and the extension to all peoples of the benefits of medical and related knowledge 
was essential to the fullest attainment of health. It would be difficult for WHO to 
act on the problems of communicable diseases if the necessary relations with the 
countries concerned were not maintained.

The Committee adopted a resolution recommending that the policy of granting 
technical assistance to a Member State or to overseas territories under its administra
tion be reviewed, in so far as this policy imposed restrictions limiting the extension 
of the Organization's campaigns against communicable diseases of world-wide or regional 
importance or circumscribing programmes for the training of indigenous health personnel 
of the overseas territories concerned (see resolution WPR/RC18.R2).

 ̂Document EB41/5, Annex, pp. 11-12.
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ANNEX 1

AFR/RC17/R2 Resolutions of regional interest 

The Regional Committee,

Having considered resolution WHA20.38 relating to the implementation of resolution 
WHA19.31 adopted by the Nineteenth World Health Assembly,

1. REITERATES its unreserved support for its resolution AFR/RC15/R2 adopted on
9 September 1965 at its fifteenth session in Lusaka and for resolution WHA19.31 adopted 
on 5 May 1966 by the Nineteenth World Health Assembly in Geneva;

2. DISAPPROVES of all assistance that might result from any interpretation whatsoever 
of paragraph 2 of resolution WHA19.31, in the conviction that it will in no way benefit, 
under present circumstances, the real African populations, oppressed by Portuguese 
colonialism and racial discrimination;

3. URGES the Member States of the Region, in accordance with resolution AFR/RC15/R2, to 
do all in their power to protect and promote the right to health of the populations of the 
Portuguese colonies in Africa struggling for national liberation; and

4. INVITES the Regional Director to transmit this resolution to the Director-General and 
to request him to bring it to the attention of the Twenty-first World Health Assembly.
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ANNEX 2

EUR/RC17/R9

IMPLEMENTATION OF RESOLUTION WHA19.31

The Regional Committee,

Noting resolution WHA20.38 of the Twentieth World Health Assembly by which it decided 
to refer the question of implementing resolution WHA19.31 to the Regional Committees con
cerned for further consideration;

Considering that the object of seminars, conferences and other meetings of a technical 
character is to pool the knowledge and experience of the participants and thereby to further 
the application of knowledge;

Considering that the benefit of attendance at such meetings accrues to the participants 
as a group and not as representatives of individual countries;

Considering therefore that any limitations on the implementation of the Organization's 
programme should be applied only in the light of preceding considerations,

IS OF THE OPINION that funds should be restored for Portuguese nationals to attend 
seminars, conferences and other technical meetings in the European Region.
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ANNEX 3

WPR/RC18.R2

IMPLEMENTATION OF RESOLUTION WHA19.31

The Regional Committee,

Noting resolution WHA20.38 of the Twentieth World Health Assembly;

Considering that one of the functions of the World Health Organization is to stimulate 
and advance work to control and eradicate epidemic, endemic and other diseases;

Considering that it is declared in the Preamble to the Constitution of the Organization 
that unequal development in different countries in the promotion of health and control of 
diseases is a common danger and that the extension to all peoples of the benefits of medical, 
psychological and related knowledge is essential to the fullest attainment of health,

RECOMMENDS that the policy of granting technical assistance to a Member State or to 
overseas territories under its administration be reviewed in so far as this policy imposes 
restrictions limiting the extension of the Organization's campaigns against communicable 
diseases of world-wide or regional importance or circumscribing programmes for the training 
of indigenous health personnel of the overseas territories concerned.


