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Founded in Paris on 29 November 1950 by war veterans and resistants form six countries, the 

World Veterans Federation (WVF) was one of the first nongovernmental organizations to bring 

together for peace those who fought against each other in war. Included in its credo are the words: 

"None can speak more eloquently for peace than those who have fought in war". 

The Federation is now an organization for all interested national associations, federations and 

international organizations of war veterans and victims of war and persons having served in the 

United Nations peace-keeping operations. Presently its membership covers 72 countries and 

27000000 war veterans and victims. 

The WVF has Category I Consultative Status with several specialized agencies of the United 

Nations and a close relationship with the International Committee of the Red Cross and Red Crescent 

(ICRC) and upholds its ideals. 

Among its aims the WVF seeks to promote the full integration of war veterans and victims of 

war in their respective communities by overcoming the physical and psycho-social consequences of 

armed conflicts in establishing appropriate rehabilitation and legislation to that effect. 

The WVF translates its policy into action on the international level through its relations with 

international institutions and world leaders and by information to the general public and, on the 

national level, through its Member Associations in their respective countries. It initiates or supports 

measures for the peaceful settlement of international conflicts, sponsors and encourages surveys and 

research on rehabilitation of the handicapped, legislation concerning war veterans, the protection of 

human rights, disarmament and peacekeeping. It promotes international cooperation by organizing 
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conferences, conducting seminars and initiating exchanges of information and experience, and 

coordinating available resources with determined needs. 

The General Assembly, composed of delegations from Member Associations, determines the 

policy and the activities of the WVF and meets at least once every three years. The Council, 

consisting of one member per country and an alternate, reviews policies in the framework of the 

Assembly decisions and meets on the occasion of the General Assembly and at least once in the 

interval between two General Assemblies. The Executive Board, elected by the General Assembly, 

carries out the decisions of the Assembly and the Council and meets as appropriate. The Secretariat, 

under the Secretary General, is based in Paris. 

Standing Committees have been established around the world to focus on the special interest 

of various areas. They are the: 

Standing Committee on European Affairs (SCEA); 

Standing Committee on African Affairs (SCAA); 

Standing Committee for Asia and the Pacific (SCAP); and 

- Standing Committee on Women (SCW). 

They meet at the same time as the Council and when General Assemblies are held, also other 

meetings are convened when required. 

The 55th Meeting of the Council, the 22nd General Assembly of the WVF and the Meetings 

of the Standing Committees will be held in Seoul, Korea, from 9-15 November 1997. 

My colleagues, Mrs Ethel Lane, Alternate Council Member, and Mr Peter Alexander, WVF 

Honorary Vice-President, and I appreciate having had the opportunity to attend the forty-eighth 

session of the WHO Regional Committee for the Western Pacific as observers representing the WVF. 

It has been a pleasure to meet a number of the representatives and a privilege to learn something of 

the tremendous amount of detailed work undertaken in an effort to ensure health for all. We wish 

everyone well in their future endeavours. 


