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1 ANNOUNCEMENT 

1.1 Proposed schedule of work 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR stated that this was the first time that 

the Regional Office had been flooded. He deeply regretted the incon

venience caused to Representatives by the cancellation of the meetings 

on Wednesday and Thursday. He had prepared a revised programme, one 

that differed slightly from the document distributed, for consideration 

of the Committee. 

He proposed that the meeting of the Sub-Committee on Programme 

and Budget should be continued until the coffee break, and' that the 

statements by representatives of the United Nations and Specialized 

Agencies, of intergovernmental and non-governmental organi,zati,ons in 

official relations with WHO should be made after the coffee break. 

When this item was terminated, the Sub-Committee would resume its 

discussions. (For adoption of revised schedule of work, see section 6.) 

1.2 Postponement of the Technical Discussions 

Dr CHANG (China) referred to the unexpected weather conditions, 

and said that the Regional Committee had lost two whole days or about 

a third of the time allocated to the meeting. It would be difficult 

to fit a six-day programme into four days. The time allotted to 

review the proposed programme and budget seemed insufficient although 

it was suggested that the Sub-Committee on Programme and Budget could 

continue its discussion in the afternoon. This would del~y the start 

of the Technical Discussions, mean less time could be spent on them 

and put pressure on the Rapporteurs and Secretariat to finish the 

report by Monday morning in view of the fact that a sessi,on was 

scheduled for Saturday afternoon. The extension of the meeting was 

out of question. As an alternative, he wished to suggest for 

consideration of the Committee, the postponement of the Technical 

Discussions until the next meeting of the Committee. The topic was 

a very important one and should be thoroughly studied if 'the results 

were to be fruitful. 
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Dr ISMAIL (Malaysia) supported the suggestion of the Representa

tive from China. He did not feel that attendance at the meeting would 

be justified if representatives were to review superficially the very 

important and interesting subject of the Technical Discussions or the 

other items on the agenda. The Committee was faced with a situation 

of making a decision because of unforeseen circumstances. 

Medecin-General RONDET (France) joined the Representatives of 

China and Malaysia in suggesting the deferment of the Technical 

Discussions. The topic chosen was a very important one and covered 

a wide field. It would be disastrous not to devote enough time to 

its discussion. The Secretariat must also be having some problems 

as a result of the floods. The postponement of the Technical Discus

sions would give the representatives time to study the working docu

ment that had recently been distributed, to work out their opinions 

clearly and to determine what they needed and what could be done to 

satisfy their needs for the future. This would result in a more 

constructive discussion. 

Dr TAYLOR (New Zealand) supported the suggestion for all the 

reasons that had already been given. 

On the suggestion of the CHAIRMAN, the proposal was put to a 

vote. This was unanimously approved. The Chairman then requested 

the Rapporteurs to draw up a resolution regarding the postponement 

of the Technical Discussions to next year. He requested the Regional 

Director to submit to the Committee a new programme of work for the 

Committee. (For consideration of draft resolution, see section 7.2) 

2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN OF BRIEF REPORTS RECEIVED 
FROM GOVERNMENTS ON THE PROGRESS OF THEIR HEALTH ACTIVITIES: 
Item 9 of the Agenda (continued from the first and second 
meetings) 

The CHAIRMAN acknowledged reports on the progress of health 

activities received from the Governments of China and Japan. 
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3 ADDRESS BY INCOMING CHAIRMAN: Item 5 of the Agenda 

The CHAIRMAN said that he was deeply moved at the signal honour 

paid to his country, Laos, by his election to the high offi,ce of 

Chairman. How could he not feel also some misgivings at aSlsuming the 

great responsibility of guiding the debates when attending 'such a 

meeting for the first time and following after so many illustrious 

predecessors? But he felt reassured since the Vice-Chairman and 

Rapporteurs would help him to fulfil his heavy task, and he also had 

at his side the Director-General, whom he had had the honour to meet 

at recent World Health Assemblies, and the Regional Direct~r. who had 

been his friend for many years. He was also aware of the friendly 

and courteous climate which always characterized relationships between 

the various delegations. He therefore expressed, on behalf of his 

country and of himself, his heartfelt thanks. 

Referring to the problems which had brought together the repre

sentatives of the various countries of the Region, it was worthy of 

note that, through their common efforts. considerable progress had 

been made, especially in the planning and co-ordination of health 

services, training of medical and paramedical personnel, and protection 

of maternal and child health. Moreover, the Member States held the 

same views on the problem of research into and measures against com

municable diseases. Such a result was directly attributable to the 

untiring efforts of the Regional Directors, in particular of Dr Dy, 

the present incumbent, who had skilfully made use of the goodwill 

shown by each. country jointly to establish programmes and supervise 

their implementation. He had also drawn on the reciprocal under

standing and collaboration of both donor and receiving countries to 
, 

co-ordinate activities, thus assuring the substantial economic and 

social progress which had been achieved in the Region. 

Now, at the beginning of a new decade. many grave pt10blems 

remained to be solved. In his Annual Report to the Twenty-third 

World Health Assembly, the Director-General had referred to such 
, 

Rcourges as pollution. cancer. and the hazards arising out of the 
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use of insecticides. There was also the problem of demographic growth. 

a prime cause of environmental changes. Assembly resolutions recom

mended research to achieve a higher level of health. in some cases by 

reducing the birth rate, in others by remedying sterility. Spacing of 

births was essential in order to achieve harmony within the family and 

improve the.health of mother and children. That was a problem of parti

cular concern to the Western Pacific Region. 

Education and training of medical and paramedical personnel were 

problems of constant concern to all governments, and further efforts 

should be made within the Region to establish standardized qualifica

tions, while respecting the individual statutes of each educational 

institute. 

Briefly, the task facing them was enormous. But they were 

entitled to hope for its success because their OrganizatioI), was strong 

and vital and a unique instrument in the international health sector. 

There were still grounds for hope despite the critical political 

situation in the Region because they were under the protection of the 

United Nations to which WHO was attached as a branch is to the tree. 

In that confident spirit, the Chairman invited participants to 

devote themselves to their work during the coming week. He thanked 

them in advance for the valuable co-operation he felt sure they would 

give him. 

4 CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT RESOLUTIONS 

4.1 Resolution on "Cholera" proposed by the Representative of the 
Philippines (DocumentWPR/RC2l/WP/l) 

Dr FRANKLANDS (Australia) said that paragraph 3 of the draft 

resolution was limited in the sense that it only pertained to govern

ments in the Western Pacific Region. He suggested that it be slightly 

altered to cover other Member States of WHO. 

The CHAIRMAN referred the suggestion to the Regional Director. 
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The REGIONAL DIRECTOR read Article 50 of the WHO Constituti9n 

which governs the functions of the Regional Committee. Sub-section (e) 

which reads "to tender advice, through the Director-General, to the 

Organization on international health matters which have wi~er than 

regional significance" seemed to meet the point raised by l:he Repre

sentative of Australia and the draft resolution might be a~nded 

accordingly. 

Dr BEAUBIEN (United States of America) felt that the wording of 

paragraph 3 of the draft was rather too strong, as it called upon 

governments to contribute vaccines, medical supplies, etc. He realized 

that the situation was a serious one but thought that the word "encourages" 

might be more appropriate. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that a revised resolution should be 

distributed to the Committee taking into account the suggestions of 

Dr Frank1ands and Dr Beaubien (see section 7.1 for final decision). 

4.2 Resolution on the "Annual Report of the Regional Director" 
(Document.WPR/RC2l/WP/2) 

Dr BEAUBIEN (United States of America) considered the resolution 

to be appropriately worded. He hoped that the Committee would accept 

it. 

Decision: In the absence of any comments, the resolution 
was adopted (see resolution WPR/RC2l.R3). 

5 STATEMENTS BY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED NATIONS AND 
SPECIALIZED AGENCIES, OF INTERGOVERNMENTAL AND NON-GOVERNMENTAL 
ORGANIZATIONS IN OFFICIAL RELATIONS WITH WHO: Item 21 of the 
Agenda 

The CHAIRMAN read out a telegram from Mr Darwish (Rrsident 

Director, UNICEF East Asia and Pakistan) expressing regrets at being 

unable to attend the session and conveying his best wish~s fe>r its 

success. 
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On the invitation of the CHAIRMAN, the following representatives 

presented statements. 

5.1 Representative of the United Nations and United Nations 
Development Programme 

Mr HARDING, after greeting the participants and expressing good 

wishes on the part of the United Nations Secretary-General and the 

Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme, referred 

to the Second Development Decade now at its outset. Despite the 

high hopes with which the first had begun, the sixties had been a 

period of disillusionment. Some progress had undoubtedly been made 

but, more important still, the world had become more deeply aware 

of the true meaning of development, which could only be achieved 

through a judicious mixture of hard-won experience and a realistic 

attitude towards objectives and methods. WHO had largely contributed 

to that more mature approach to international development because it 

had always realized that health problems could not be confined within 

national boundaries. WHO was at the same time vitally aware of the 

need to ensure the. well-being of each individual person. 

The Regional Director's Report to the twenty-first session of 

the Committee provided a val.id example of what could be achieved by 

good planning coupled with effective implementation. He had the 

honour to add the congratulations of the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations and the Administrator of the United Nations Develop

ment Programme for the excellent report. 

In his address to the session the Director-General had referred 

to coming changes in the system of international co-operative develop

ment. These changes emanated from the international community's 

total experience and were closely related to the changes which had 

taken place in world society during recent history. Two factors had 

influenced these pending changes. First, the interdependence of the 

human family, irrespective of where they lived or what they did, had 

become more fully recognized. Second, it had also become abundantly 
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clear that the needs of the individual human family - for ~health, food, 

shelter, jobs and security - were also becoming increasingly inter

dependent. The increasing co-operative efforts of governments and of 

multilateral agencies were thus fully justified by the fundamental 

interdependence of all aspects of the life of the human family wherever 

they might be. 

Such co-operation would be still further extended in view of the 

substantial progress achieved in recent decades in the so~called 

developing world. Knowledge and skills available locally had risen to 

a much higher level so that the contribution from the international 

community needed to be correspondingly more specialized and of a multi

disciplinary nature. Moreover, governments now had more effective 

planning units. which, although still mainly concerned with the economic 

side, were nevertheless paying some attention to social planning. 

Sectorial planning skills were also being rapidly developed. Such 

increased expertise and expansion of planning in turn called for a 

country programming co-operative effort on the part of governments. 

assisted by the United Nations Development Programme and 'the Specialized 

AgenCies, with a view to raising the level and increasing the impact of 

the international contribution to national development. It shpuld, 

however, be stressed that the new procedures under study would, in large 

measure, merely formalize the kind of co-operation which had been 

increasingly evident over recent years. The United Nations Development 

Programme had always realized the importance of co-ordination as was 

. evidenced by the cordial relations which had always been maintained 

between its Office in the Philippines .and the WHO Regio~l Office in 

their joint efforts to improve conditions for mankind. 

In conclusion, Mr Harding, on behalf of the Administrator of the 

United Nations Development Programme, wished to congratulate the 

delegations, the Regional Director .and.his.staff for their outstanding 

achievements .1n the .p.ast year. 
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5.2 Representative of the South Pacific Commission 

Medecin-General RONDET said that the South Pacific Commission was 

about to hold at Suva (Fiji) its Thirty-third Annual Budgetary Session, 

which would be preceded by its Tenth South Pacific Conference during 

which its programme for 1971 would be discussed by delegates from the 

nineteen territories located in that area. For that reason, the 

Commission was unable to be represented at the Regional Committee this 

year and its Secretary-General had therefore requested him to speak on 

its behalf. 

First of all, he wished to recall that the Commission had been 

set up in 1947 with headquarters at Noumea for the purpose of promoting 

the health and economic and social well-being of the peoples of Oceania. 

Its Member Governments were Australia, France, Nauru, New Zealand, the 

United Kingdom, the United States and Western Samoa. The Commission 

carried out surveys, disseminated information, organized courses and 

conferences, and provided expert advice. Its health programme comprised 

a multiplicity of activities in the field of public health, among them 

those connected with psychiatry, dental health, rat infestation control, 

toxic fish, and nutrition; it was also concerned with family planning 

and education and training of medical and paramedical personnel. When

ever possible, the Commission co-operated with WHO. Next January, the 

two organizations would organize jointly a seminar on dental health to 

be held in Noumea. One of its experts would shortly be attending a 

meeting in Geneva on the assessment of mental health services. The 

WHO Regional Office had sent experts to a seminar on urbanization and 

would provide a lecturer for a course on hospital administration to 

take place in Samoa. 

The Director of the Commission's health programme hoped that this 

WHo/spc co-operation would continue during 1971, which was a" year in 

which he intended to organize meetings and technical courses on a 

variety of medical and health subjects. He himself would report fully 

to the Commission on the work of the present session upon his return 

to Noumea. 



104 REGIONAL COMMITTEE: TWENTY-FIRST SESSION 

5.3 Representative of the International Dental Federationi 

Dr ROJAS conveyed greetings and good wishes on behalf of the 

International Dental Federation to all participants and congratulated 

the Regional Director on his well-deserved re-nomination. 

The Federation fully realized the vital part played by WHO in the 

development and improvement of dental health programmes th~oughout the 

Region. Much more. however. still remained to be done. Great changes 

in organized dentistry were currently taking place at all levels. The 

dental health programme in the Western Pacific was now su~ficiently 

important to justify the appointment of a full-time adviser in that 

field for 1972. People were becoming increasingly aware of the import

ance of dental health and, now that the number of countries in the 

Region had increased to sixteen. demands for expert guidance would 

become more frequent. 

Another matter for which the Federation felt particular concern 

was water fluoridation as a preventive measure against dehtal caries. 

The importance of such a measure was illustrated by the World Health 

Assembly resolution recommending governments to carry out flouridation 

whenever possible. The relevant legislation in the Philippines had 

unfortunately not been put into effect. due to lack of funds to meet 

the cost of the necessary machinery and technical knowledge. 

On behalf of the Federation, he appealed for support from the 

Regional Committee to include the following items in the.1972 budget 

estimates: a full-time post for a regional dental adviset permanently 

based in Manila; assistance to the Philippine Government for imple

menting its water fluoridation project; extension of UNICEF/WHO 

assistance to the Public Schools' Dental Service; fellowship grants 

for the training of dentists attached to the Department of Education; 

continuing assistance for dental programmes already existing in Member 

countries and for inter-country dental seminars. The fi'rst two items 

had the highest priority. 
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5.4 Representative of the Medical Women's International 
Association 
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Dr ZALAMEA conveyed the greetings of the Medical Women's Inter

national Association, which congratulated WHO on its endeavours to 

promote efficient health services and medical care through manpower 

development and to pledge its continuing support to the Organization. 

5.5 Re.presentative of the International Committee of 
Catholic Nurses 

Mrs ORDONEZ conveyed the good wishes of the International Committee 

of Catholic Nurses. The Ninth World Congress of Nurses had been held 

during the past year. The theme had been "The Nurse and the Development 

of Peoples". Her Committee was most appreciative of the contribution 

made by the WHO experts to the Congress. 

The Committee's collaboration with i~ternational organizations, 

and particularly with WHO, related to the improvement of programmes and 

training, with emphasis on a multidisciplinary approach. In further

ance of this collaboration it had awarded some nursing scholarships. 

She hoped that WHO would include non-governmental organizations 

in any training programmes in the field of nursing thus strengthening 

further nursing leadership in countries where this was needed. 

5.6 Representative of the International Council of Nurses 

Dr MAGLACAS extended the greetings of the International Council 

of Nurses which greatly valued the invitation to attend the meeting 

of the Regional Committee for it was through such meetings that it 

learnt about the projects, problems and needs of countries and was 

thus able to make its work relevant to present-day needs. 

The Council, through its sixty-five member countries and its 

international representatives, was concerned with the fostering of 

high standards of professional nursing practice and education and 

the promotion of the welfare of nurses so that all people might have 
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better nursing care. Some of the ways used to achieve the~e objectives 

were through the establishment of standards of nursing pr~ctice and 

education and of a code of ethical conduct for nurses and 'practitioners, 

by conducting studies affecting nurses and nursing, stimu]ating r~search 

with a view to enlarging nursing knowledge, and by promoting the general 

economic welfare of nurses by developing standards and legislation. The 

Council also provided advisQry services. 

The transfer of the Council's headquarters in Genevaiin 1966 had 

enabled it to maintain close co-operation with other international 

agencies. both intergovernmental and non-governmental. working in the 

field of health. 

The Council was not endowed with huge financial resources but when 

measured by the yardstick of qualitative achievement and ~he significant 

progress made through constructive changes, its record of. accomplishment 

was evident. In the past qliadrennium. forty countries haH been in 

contact with the Council for the purpose of establishing national nurses 

associations or of seeking membership in the Council. 

The Council ~dged support to the resolutions and ~ecisions vital 

to health care that might emanate in the meeting. 

5.7 Representative of the International Planned Parenth40d Federation 

Dr de CASTRO conveyed the greetings of the International Planned 

Parenthood Federation. She congratulated the Committee on the adoption 

of the resolution on "Health Aspects of Population Dynamfcs" at its 

twentieth session. 

The Federation had dedicated its efforts mainly to maternal and 

child health and WHO's active participation in family planning pro

grammes, assistance from UNFPA and more governmental support. meant 

that the goals set would soon be realized. Family planning was the 

key to all the basic problems of humanity. 

The Federation was concerned with training, information and 

education activities. Despite the involvement of the Uriited Nations 
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and governments in family planning programmes. non-governmental 

organizations had also a role to play. The Federation's liaison with 

WHO had always been of great importance, 

5.8 Representative of the International Society of Radiology 

Dr LOPEZ expressed gratitude on behalf of the Society for the 

invitation to attend the twenty-first session of the Regional Committee. 

He promised its full co-operation with WHO's objectives to promote 

health throughout the world, The Society could help particularly in 

two ways: by providing radiation equipment and by training qualified 

personnel in radiation techniques. In conclusion, he expressed best 

wishes for the success of the session. 

5.9 Representative of the League of Red Cross Societies 

Mrs SENADOR conveyed the greetings of the League and of the 

Philippine National Red Cross Society. 

It was well known that the League and WHO co-operated closely 

to prevent illness and improve health throughout the world. The 

League had participated in the production of a WHO Manual for 

organizing blood transfusion services and in preparing the WHO Guide 

to sanitation in natural disasters. Red Cross Societies were helping 

to promote family planning and applied nutrition projects. The 

Philippine National Red Cross was particularly concerned with a 

manual for training personnel to provide adequate nutrition to 

victims of natural and other disasters. There were many opportunities 

for even closer bonds to be forged between the League of Red Cross 

Societies and the World Health Organization. 

5.10 Representative of the International Hospital Federation 

Dr CONGCO stated that the International Hospital Federation 

considered it a distinct privilege to be represented at the meeting. 

The discussions had been stimulating and informative and had 
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established guidelines whhh might well be the basic framework within 

which WHO's objectives in the Region could be pursued. 

The Annual Report of the Regional Director had mentioned the 

problems of hospitals in developing countries and showed how these 

were ultimately bound up with major health issues. The imflementation 

of a medical care programme was one of the interests of the Philippine 

Hospital Association as it provided an opportunity of bri~ging health 

services to a great many people who had long been denied hospital 

attention. The Annual Report provided a wealth of information on the 

activities of WHO in the Western Pacific Region. 

The International Hospital Federation would be constant in its 

efforts to support the work of WHO in making the Region a healthier ~:. 

place in which to live. 

6 REVIEW OF PROPOSED SCHEDULE OF WORK (resumed from section 1.2) 

Dr ISMAIL (Malaysia) stated that agenda item 20: "The desirability 

of regional agreement on the qualifications and training of paramedical 

personnel so that appropriate diplomas may be awarded to improve their 

status", which had been proposed by his Government, was ~ matter of some 

national importance. However, it was a subject on which ,it was difficult 

to reach regional or international agreement. In view of this, and of 

the current situation and time pressure on the Regional Committee, his 

delegation wished to withdraw the proposed item from the ,agenda. 

It was so agreed. 

Medecin-General RONDET (France) drew attention to the fact that 

item 18 of the agenda: "Selection of topic for the Technical Discussions 

during the twenty-second session of the Regional Committ~e" was no 

longer pertinent. This year's topic would be discussed next year. 

The proposed schedule for Friday, 4 September, to Tuesday, 

8 September 1970 inclusive, as amended. was adopted. 
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7 CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT RESOLUTIONS 

The Committee considered the following draft resolutions: 

7.1 Cholera (Document WPR/RC2l/WP/1 Rev.l) (resumed from section 4.1) 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR called attention to paragraph 3 of the draft 

resolution: "Special Fund" should read "Special Account". 

~~ Decision~ .The draft resolution. as corrected. was 
adopted (see resolution WPR/RC2l.R5). 

7.2 Technical Discussions (Document WPR/RC2l/WP/3) (resumed from 
section 1. 2) 

Dr PRONG (Viet-Nam) wished to add a paragraph to the draft 

resolution to read: "REQUESTS Dr K.P. Chen to accept the chairmanship 

of the Technical Discussions at the twenty-second session of the 

Regional Committee". 

Dr FRANKLANDS (Australia) said that the suggested amendment would 

not be valid if Dr Chen was unable to be present at the twenty-second 

session of the Regional Committee. 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR said that the Chairman of the Technical 

Discussions was selected by him in consultation with the Chairman of 

the Regional Committee. If the Regional Committee wished to have 

Dr Chen as Chairman of the Technical Discussions. he would confer with 

the Chairman and, if Dr Chen were available and his Government ill 

agreement, this would present no difficulty. 

The CHAIRMAN asked whether the Representative of Viet-Nam would 

be willing to withdraw his amendment in order that the procedure 

explained by the Regional Director could be followed. 

Dr PRONG (Viet-Nam) agreed to withdraw his amendment following 

the explanations of the Regional Director. 
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Decision: The draft resolution was adopted, as it s~od 
(see resolution WPR/RC21.R4). 

The meeting rose at 12.00 noon. 




