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The Regional Committee at its twenty-second session adopted on 
23 September 1971 resolution WPR/RC22.R7 which reads as follows: 

"The Regional Committee 

"Having considered resolution WHA24.57 adopted by the Twenty-fourth 
World Health Assembly on drug dependence: 

"1. NOTES with concern that the abuse of and addiction to narcotic 
and non-narcotic dependence producing drugs have become a major 
health problem throughout the world; 

"2. NOTES further the formulation by the Regional Office of project 
proposals in the field of control of drug abuse and dependence 
for possible financing under the United Nations Fund for Drug Abuse 
Control; 

"3. COMMENDS the Regional Director and his staff for the action 
taken; 

"4. REQUESTS the Regional Director to keep governments fully 
informed on the development of the various regional projects in 
this field; 

"5. RECOMMENDS that Member countries take the necessary action 
to plan programmes that will help meet the problems arising from 
drug dependence; 

"6. REQUESTS the Regional Director to provide all possible 
assistance to Member governments in their development of plans 
and programmes to meet this problem." 
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2. ACTION TAKEN BY WHO 

By letters dated 19 November 1971 the above resolution was brought 
to the attention of governments and it was suggested that Member countries 
requiring assistance in the field of drug dependence should include 
requests to that effect in proposals submitted for inclusion in the 
1974 programme and budget estimates. 

The Government of Singapore requested a four-month fellowship in 
drug dependence to visit clinics in the United Kingdom or the United 
States of America. Two l2-month fellowships for the Philippines have 
been upgraded from the 1973 List of Additional Projects. At least 12 
countries and territories in the Region have expressed interest in the 
proposals made for the two following inter-country projects: 

(a) A working group on measures for the prevention and control 
of drug abuse and dependence which would consider national and 
international experience of the application of educational, legal, 
medical and social measures designed to prevent drug abuse and 
dependence and methods for evaluating such measures. 

(b) A working group on health educational programmes for young 
people concerning drug abuse which would consider the content and 
presentation of health education programmes designed to combat the 
abuse of drugs by young people with special attention to particularly 
vulnerable groups and also to the role that can be played by persons 
with influence in the community. 

It is proposed to include project (a) above in the regular budget 
of the Organization for 1974 and to place project (b) in the List of 
Additional Projects. 

At the time of reporting, no further requests for assistance have 
been received from countries of the Region. 

3. UNITED NATIONS FUND FOR DRUG ABUSE CONTROL 

Following a recommendation made in October 1970 by the United 
Nations Commission on Narcotic Drugs, a United Nations Fund for Drug 
Abuse Control came into being in March 1971. The purpose of the Fund 
was (a) to expand research and information facilities of the United 
Nations control bodies; (b) to plan and implement programmes of technical 
assistance in pilot projects for crop substitution purposes, the establish
ment and improvement of national drug-control administrations and 
enforcement machinery, the training of personnel, and in setting up or 
expanding research and training facilities which could serve national or 
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regional needs; (c) to enlarge the capabilities and extent of operation 
of United Nations drug-control bodies and their secretariats; and (d) to 
develop educational material and programmes suitable for use on high risk 
populations. Central to the interests of the World Health Organization 
were the treatment, rehabilitation and prevention aspects. 

Unfortunately, the resources of the Fund proved to be much smaller 
than originally antiCipated, and it was not found possible to accept any 
of the proposals mentioned by the Regional Director at the twenty-second 
session of the Regional Committee and submitted to Headquarters for 
financing under the Fund • 

WHO Headquarters has, however, been notified that it will receive 
some $60 000 from the Fund to carry out certain activities. These would 
most likely include the preparation of brochures on drug abuse for the 
use of health personnel, studies of the effects on man of the long-term 
use of cannabis and studies of the effectiveness of maintenance systems 
in dealing with narcotic dependence. 

4. ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT BY WHO 

In September 1971, a travelling training course was conducted in 
Poland, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom; it was attended by 
participants from the Philippines and Japan. It is planned to hold a 
similar inter-regional seminar in Sweden, Yugoslavia and Switzerland 
during September 1972. Funds have been made available in the WHO regular 
budget to provide a number of fellowships for participants, and one of 
these has been allocated to the Region fo.r a candidate from Australia. 
The various regions and individual governments have been invited to send 
additional participants at their own expense. 

The regular programme and budget of the Organization for 1973 contains 
a provision for $25 000 for the establishment of a research and reporting 
programme on the epidemiology of drug dependence. It is possible that 
some additional provision for activities in this field will be made in 
the 1974 budget under the Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion. 

5. POSSIBLE FIELDS OF WHO ASSISTANCE 

WHO may be able to assist governments by providing information on 
various aspects of drug dependence and training the necessary personnel 
to enable the initial steps to be taken for the development of national 
programmes of information, research and training in this field. The 
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Organization would be particularly interested in epidemiological studies 
on drug abuse in countries of the Region with a resulting exchange of 
data on the pattern of non-medical U8e of dependence-producing drugs. 
the personal characteristics of the users and the socio-cultural factors 
associated with such use. 

Aasistance in the form of advisory services may be .. de available, 
on request, for studies on health education and other information
communication or general educational projects in the field of drug 
dependence. or for teaching programmes at medical schools or public health 
institutes for health service staff. 

In the field of research, some countries might be in a position to 
help in finding answers to the open questions of the possible long-term 
effects of chronic drug dependence, especially those of cannabis use, 
and the possibility that the use of cannabis l .. ds to dependence on ''hard'' 
drugs or on a variety of drugs; they may also be able to throw light on 
many other problematic issues related to the control of drug dependence 
and the rehabilitation of drug users. 
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