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ANNOTATED AGENDA 

1. FORMAL OPENING OF THE TWENTY-NINTH SESSION OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE 

The retiring Chairman will open the session, which will start at 
9.00 a.m. on Monday, 21 August 1978, and will be held in the Conference 
Hall, WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific, United Nations Avenue, 
Manila. As host to the twenty-ninth session, formalities for the opening 
of the session will be arranged by the Government of the Philippines. 
Further details will be provided to Representatives on their arrival in 
Manila. -

2. ADDRESS BY THE RETIRING CHAIRMAN 

It is customary for the retiring Chairman to deliver a short address 
at the opening of each session of the Regional Committee. 

3. ADDRESS BY THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL 

Dr H.T. Mahler, Director-General, will attend this session of the 
Regional Committee. 

4. ELECTION OF NEW OFFICERS: CHAIRMAN, VICE-CHAIRMAN AND RAPPORTEURS 

The officers of the 1975, 1976 and 1977 sessions were: 

Twenty-sixth session - 1975 

Chairman 
Vice-Chairman 
Rapporteur (in English) 
Rapporteur (in French) 

Twenty-seventh session - 1976 

Chairman 
Vice-Chairman 
Rapporteur (in English) 
Rapporteur (in French) 

Dr T.M. McKendrick (Samoa) 
Dr A. Tanaka (Japan) 
Dr J. Sumpaico (Philippines) 
Dr Phouy Phoutthasak (Lao People's 

Democratic Republic) 

The Honourable J.S. Singh (Fiji) 
Mr Robin E. Safitoa (Papua New Guinea) 
Dr C. Evans (Australia) 
Dr Tran Ngoc Dang (Socialist Republio 

of Viet Nam) 
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Twenty-eighth session - 1911 

Chairman 
Vice-Chairman 
Rapporteur (in English) 
Rapporteur (in French) 

5. ADDRESS BY INCOMING CHAIRMAN 

Dr T. Saburi (Japan) 
Dr J. Sumpaico (Philippines) 
Dr B.W. Christmas (New Zealand) 
Dr M. Debray (France) 

It is customary for the incoming Chairman to give a brief address to 
the Committee. It is, however, not essential for the address to be given 
at this point of the agenda. It may, should the incoming Chairman wish, be 
postponed to a time later in the session. 

6. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (Document WPR/RC29/1) 

According to Rule 9 of the Rules of Procedure of the Regional 
Committee, "the Director may, in consultation with the Chairman, include 
any question suitable for the agenda which may arise or reach him up to 
twenty-one days before the opening day of the session, in a supplementary 
agenda which the Committee shall examine together with the provisional 
agenda. Any items arising or submitted later shall be included in a 
supplementary agenda provided that the Committee agrees." 

1. PROPOSED PROGRAMME BUDGET ESTIMATES, 1980 AND 1981 
(Documents WPR/RC29/2, WPR/RC29/3, WPR/RC29/4, WPR/RC29/4 Add.1 
and WPR/RC29/5) 

The Regional Committee, at the twenty-eighth session, decided to 
discontinue establishing a sub-committee on programme and budget and to 
consider the proposed programme budget estimates in plenary session. 1 At 
the present session the proposed programme budget estimates for the 
biennium 1980-81 are before the Committee. 

8. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN OF BRIEF REPORTS RECEIVED FROM 
GOVERNMENTS ON THE PROGRESS OF THEIR HEALTH ACTIVITIES 

Governments may either submit short written reports in advance of the 
session or present their annual reports to the Committee. Reports received 
in sufficient time will be reproduced in English and French and distributed 
to all Representatives. The Chairman will make an announcement to 
acknowledge their receipt. 

9. NOMINATION OF THE REGIONAL DIRECTOR (Document WPR/RC29/6) 

In accordance with Rule 51 of the Rules of Procedure of the Regional 
Committee, the Committee will consider this item, in view of its character, 
in a private meeting. The meeting will take place at 2.30 p.m. on Monday, 
21 August 1918. 

1See resolution WPR/RC28.R21, Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions 
of the WHO Regional Committee for the Western Pacific, Volume II, 1918, 
page 36. 
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10. REPORT OF THE REGIONAL DIRECTOR (Document WPR/RC29/7) 
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In accordance with resolution WPR/RC27.R8,1 the present report is 
the first of the short reports, covering signifioant matters and 
developments, to be presented to the Committee in even-numbered years and 
covers the period 1 July 1977 to 30 June 1978 (in odd-numbered years a 
comprehensive report on the preoeding biennium is to be presented). 

11. RESOLUTIONS OF REGIONAL INTEREST ADOPTED BY THE THIRTY-FIRST WORLD 
HEALTH ASSEMBLY AND THE EXECUTIVE BOARD AT ITS SIXTY-FIRST SESSION 
(Document WPR/RC29/8) 

Dooument WPR/RC29/8 contains the resolutions of regional interest 
adopted by the Thirty-first World Health Assembly and the Executive Board 
at its sixty-first session. It is not oonsidered neoessary to draw either 
of the two resolutions adopted by the Executive Board at its sixty-seoond 
session to the attention of the Committee. 

Beoause of the olose ooordination being developed between delegates to 
the Health Assembly, members of the Exeoutive Board and representatives to 
the Regional Committee, and the faot that Member States are familiar with 
the discussions leading up to the adoption of Health Assembly and Exeoutive 
Board resolutions, and the texts of the resolutions themselves, only those 
resolutions oonsidered to be of signifioant interest to the Committee, on 
which Representatives might wish to oomment further, have been included. 
Some other resolutions of the Health Assembly and the Exeoutive Board will 
come to the attention of the Committee under separate items of the agenda. 

12. SUB-COMMITTEE ON THE GENERAL PROGRAMME OF WORK (resolution 
WPR/RC28.R20) (Document WPR/RC29/9) 

The Committee decided, at the twenty-eighth session, that the 
Sub-Committee on the General Programme of Work should beoome a standing 
sub-committee of the Regional Committee. The Sub-Committee held its seoond 
formal meeting on 15 and 16 June 1978 and prepared a report for submission 

~ to the Committee. 

12.1 Report of the Sub-Committee (Document WPR/RC29/9) 

The report of the Sub-Committee will be disoussed in plenary session 
on Tuesday, 22 August 1978. 

12.2 Membership of the Sub-Committee 

The Committee decided, at the twenty-eighth session, that the 
membership of the Sub-Committee on the General Programme of Work would be 
enlarged from four to six. Membership would be considered annually, with 
the Chief Representatives of four countries remaining and two rotating. 

1Handbook of Resolutions and Deoisions of the WHO Regional Committee 
for the Western Pacific, Volume II, 1978, pages 11-12. 
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The original four members, who were the Chief Representatives of Australia, 
Fiji, Malaysia and Philippines, would remain up to the twenty-ninth session 
with, in addition, the Chief Representatives of Japan and the Socialist 
Republic of Viet Nam. 

The Committee now has to decide which two countries should cease to be 
members of the Sub-Committee and which two should take their place. 

13. SUB-COMMITTEE ON TECHNICAL COOPERATION AHONG DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 
(resolutions WPR/RC28.R2 and WPR/RC28.R11) (Document WPR/RC29/10) 

The Committee, at the twenty-eighth session, adopted resolution 
WPR/RC28.R2 1 which established a sub-committee on technical cooperation 
among developing countries to make recommendations on the action to be taken 
in the Western Pacific Region to develop national self-reliance in matters 
of health, by fostering cooperation among countries or areas in ways 
relevant to the population. In the same resolution it was decided that the 
membership of the Sub-Committee during the twenty-eighth session and, should 
it be reestablished at that time, during the twenty-ninth session, should be 
the Chief Representatives of Japan, Papua New Guinea, Republic of Korea and ~ 
Singapore. 

The Sub-Committee held its second formal meeting on 13 and 14 June 1978 
and prepared a report for submission to the Committee. 

13.1 Establishment of the Sub-Committee 

According to Rule 15 of the Rules of Procedure of the Regional 
Committee for the Western Pacific, "the Committee shall review from time to 
time, and in any case once a year, the need to maintain any sub-committee 
established under its authority." 

13.2 Report of the Sub-Committee (Document WPR/RC29/10) 

The report of the Sub-Committee will be discussed in plenary session on 
Tuesday, 22 August 1978. 

14. WHO'S ROLE IN THE DEVELOPMENT AND COORDINATION OF BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH: 
GREATER INVOLVEMENT OF THE REGIONS IN RESEARCH (resolution 
WPR/RC28.R15) (Documents WPR/RC29/11 and WPR/RC29/11 Add.1) 

Document WPR/RC29/11 reports on progress in implementing the proposals 
and recommendations contained in resolution WPR/RC28.R15 adopted by the 
Regional Committee at its twenty-eighth session. 2 Representatives are 
invited to comment on the recommendations made by the Western Pacific 

1Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions of the WHO Regional Committee 
for the Western Pacific, Volume II, 1978, pages 5-6. 

2Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions of the WHO Regional Committee 
for the Western Pacific, Volume II, 1978, pages 8-9. 
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Advisory Committee on Medical Research at its third session, held in 
Kuala Lumpur from 24 to 27 April 1978, which are summarized on page 5 of 
the document. 

Document WPR/RC29/11 Add.1 introduces to the Regional Committee a new 
plan for the management of the WHO research programme. 

15. SPECIAL PROGRAMME FOR RESEARCH AND TRAINING IN TROPICAL DISEASES: 
JOINT COORDINATING BOARD: SELECTION OF GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVES 
(Document WPR/RC29/12) 

Document WPR/RC29/12 explains the background to the establishment of a 
Joint Coordinating Board to coordinate the interests and responsibilities 
of all parties cooperating in the Special Programme for Research and 
Training 1n Tropical Diseases. 

The Regional Committee is requested to select from among the Member 
States of the Region two who will send representatives to serve as members 
of the Board. 

16. REGIONAL COORDINATING GROUP ON THE MENTAL HEALTH PROGRAMME 
(Document WPR/R29/13) 

Document WPR/RC29/13 is presented to the Regional Committee in 
pursuance of discussions at the twenty-eighth session. 1 It briefly 
describes (1) the role of coordinating groups in the development and 
implementation of the WHO mental health programme; and (2) the proposed 
terms of reference for and composition of a coordinating group for the 
Western Pacific Region should the Committee consider it feasible to 
establish such a group. 

Representatives are invited to review the document and to indicate 
their views on whether such a regional coordinating groups should be 
established. 

17. STATUS OF THE ANTIMALARIA PROGRAMME (Document WPR/RC29/14) 

Document WPR/RC29/14 has been prepared as a result of diSCUssions at 
the twenty-eighth session of the Regional Committee when it was agreed that 
the status of the antimalaria programme in the Region be placed on the 
agenda of the twenty-ninth session. 2 

A comprehensive review of the situation is presented for consideration. 

'Report of the Regional Committee for the Western Pacific, 
twenty-eighth session, October 1977, pages 13 and 106-107. 

2Report of the Regional Committee for the Western Pacific, 
twenty-eighth session, October 1977, page 142. 
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18. WORKERS' HEALTH PROGRAMME (Document WPR/RC29/15) 

Document WPR/RC29/15 presents to the Regional Committee the situation 
with regard to the workers' health programme in the Western Pacific Region 
in accordance with resolution WHA29.57, adopted by the Twenty-ninth World 
Health Assembly, which requested Regional Committees "to discuss the 
subject of occupational health, with a view to active implementation of 
regional programmes of work in occupational health at both the country and 
intercountry levels based on the needs of each country." 

Representatives are invited to review the document and to comment 
particularly on the proposed objectives, strategies and approaches for a 
regional programme in o~cupational health. 

19. HOST AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE 
PHILIPPINES AND THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION (resolution WPR/RC28.R5) 
(Document WPR/RC29/16) 

Document WPR/RC29/16 presents a report on the progress made in the 
discussions between the Government of the Republic of the Philippines and 
the World Health Organization on reinterpretation of Section 22(g), 
Article VIII of the Host Agreement. 

20. STATEMENTS BY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED NATIONS, THE SPECIALIZED 
AGENCIES, INTERGOVERNMENTAL AND NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS IN 
OFFICIAL RELATIONS WITH WHO 

Representatives of the United Nations, the Specialized AgenCies, 
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations in official relations 
with WHO, wishing to do so, will be invited to make statements of no longer 
than ten minutes' duration, on the morning of Thursday, 24 August 1978. In 
order to accommodate all the speakers expected the meeting will commence at 
8.30 a.m. on that day and, if Item 20 is concluded before 12.00 noon, other 
items on the agenda will be brought forward. 

21. SELECTION OF TOPIC FOR THE TECHNICAL PRESENTATION DURING THE THIRTIETH 
SESSION OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE (Document WPR/RC29/17) 

A resolution adopted by the Regional Committee at the twenty-fifth 
session decided that the Technical Discussions held up to 1974 be replaced 
by a Technical Presentation dealing with a special subject or health 
problem to be given by one or two recognized experts in the chosen topic. 1 

Document WPR/RC29/17 contains topics suggested by the Secretariat for 
the Presentation to be made during the thirtieth session of the Regional 
Committee in 1979. 

1See resolution WPR/RC25.R12, Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions 
of the WHO Regional Committee for the Western Pacific, Volume I, 1976, 
page 204. 
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22. TIME AND PLACE OF THE THIRTIETH AND THIRTY-FIRST SESSIONS OF THE 
REGIONAL COMMITTEE 

The Regional Committee at its twenty-fourth session decided that 
sessions of the Regional Committee could be held in another country if an 
invitation was extended by a Member State, it being understood that this 
would not happen in two consecutive years and that all other sessions would 
be held at the regional headquarters. 1 

At the twenty-eighth session the Committee accepted the tentative 
invitation of the Government of Singapore to hold the thirtieth session in 
Singapore. In a letter dated 31 Hay 1978 the Government of Singapore 
confirmed that invitation. 

The Committee will no doubt wish to decide, in accordance with 
resolution WPR/RC24.R10, that the thirty-first session be held at regional 
headquarters in Manila. 

23. ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 

A summary of the discussions and the resolutions adopted will be 
incorporated into a final report for approval at the last plenary session. 

24. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION 

• • • 

1See resolution WPR/RC24.R10, Handbook of Resolutions and decisions 
of the WHO Regional Committee for the Western Pacific, Volume I, 1976, 
page 183. 


