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Statement made by Dr H. M. Franklands. Chief Representative, Australia. 

It gives me very great pleasure to extend, on behalf of the 
Australian delegation to this conference, our congratulations to WHO 
on its 20 years of progress and achievement. In Australia we admire 
greatly the Organization's basic objective - the attainment of the 
highest possible level of health for all peoples. This is a wonder
fully ambitious objective. Difficult tasks, of immense scope, still 
challenge WHO but, since 1948, great progress has been made in 
combatting many of the world's most serious health problems. The 
communicable diseases are steadily being reduced, environmental health 
projects are yielding results in many countries and health education 
pt'ogrammes are helping to build up our potential to prevent disease. 

But in spite of the work which has been done the world's health 
needs have not diminished. One of the greatest achievements of WHO 
has been to demonstrate that real progress can be made on a broad scale 
against such diseases as malaria and smallpox. It may seem somewhat 
paradoxical to say that the measure of WHO's success can be gauged by 
the number of new health challenges which the organization now sees 
before it. But, in fact, this is the nature of public health work for 
as progress is made in one direction it becomes possible to turn to 
new problems, to adjust priorities and to identify new areas of need. 
The ecology of disease will probably never be reduced to a static 
pattern. As the most obvious and urgent needs are met, new priorities 
will emerge to challenge mankind's expectations of a birthright free of 
disease and a lifetime of wellbeing. 

In health matters no nation can be an island, complete in itself. 
The health concern of one must be the concern of all. This is why WHO 
exists and why it has succeeded so well. 

It is appropriate that we should today celebrate the achievements 
of WHO in the twenty years of its existence. What is more, I believe 
that it is also very useful, in practical terms, to review the progress 
that has been made, to reflect again on the problems of the moment and 
those of the future and to exchange opinions about both methods and 
objectives. 

Because WHO works on such a wide front, because its projects 
concern so many people and because those people speak in different 
languages, have different cultural backgrounds and different levels of 
opportunity to enjoy good health, there needs to be a high level of 
communication between the partners in WHO activities. 
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In the Western Pacific Region, for example, WHO is operating in 
an area where there is a rich mixture of races and cultures and where 
there are considerable material and geographic differences in the vast 
complex of islands and continents which make up the Region. There is 
also, of course, the problem of distance, which creates added difficulties 
in communication. The Twentieth Century has seen a revolution in the 
technical aids to communication but, at the same time, the complexities 
created by the volume of new knowledge in almost every area of human 
endeavour have increased the need for precision in communication. 

In this region WHO is concerned with the health problems of hill 
tribes in the interior of New Guinea., of village dwellers in many 
agricultural communities, of fishermen and their families on a multitude 
of islands and along many coastlines and of people living in heavily 
populated cities such as Hong Kong. The differences in the environments 
in which WHO projects are operating present obvious communication 
challenges. 

Out of all this WHO has achieved a great breadth of experience and 
understanding of health problems in many aspects and localities. 

Regional conferences and the work of expert committees, panels and 
study groups all contribute to the store of experience and even countries 
such as Australia, which are not recipient nations in the normal sense, 
do gain great benefit from the reporting and recording systems which WHO 
has developed and from the Organization's expert reports on almost every 
subject of concern to health authorities. 

For all of these reasons I feel the peoples of the Western Pacific 
Region are indebted, as are the peoples of the world generally, to WHO 
and accordingly, I would like to record, on behalf of Australia, sincere 
good wishes for the continuation of the great work of the Organization. 

• 
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~claration du Dr Thor Peng Thong, .chef de la d~l~gat1on cambodgienne. 

Monsieur·le Pr~sident. Honorables d~l~gues, Mesdames, Messieurs, 

Aujourd'hui, je suis doublement heureux de pouvoir prendre la 
parole pour inaugurer l'ouverture de la 19~me session du Comit~ et 
pour commemorer en ~ temps le 2~me Anniversaire de Notre Grande 
organisation. 

Ayant eu l'honneur de repr~senter A plusieurs reprises mon pays 
all sein de l'0MS et le pr1vil~ge de suivre de pres ses activit~s, je 
suis en mesure d'en appr~cier la port~e. En l'espace de 20 ans, 1 I OMS, 
dont les objectifs hautement humanitaires tendent vers l'amelioration 
de la Sant~ de tous les peuples, a pleinement prouve son utilit~ et 
son efficacite. 

11 est certain que le developpement de la Sant~ Plililique dans 
les pays du monde reste encore in~gal du fait de la diff~rence des 
conditions socio-economiques. Cepcndant, les efforts conjugues de 
l'OMS et des pays membres n'ont-ils ete pour vaincre cet obstacle~ 

Les resultats jusqu'ici obtenus sont remarquables et n'ont ~t~ 
possibles que grace A la coop~ration internationale dans laquelle le 
rOle catalyseur de l'OMS s'eet rel7el~ primordial. C'est pourquoi je 
me fais un devoir de rendre ici un solennel hommage a la Grande 
organj.sation. 

Le bilan positif a l'actif de l'O~ tout en nous permettant la 
foi dans l' avenir. nous montre egalement que le chemin a parcourir es t 
encore bien long. 11 est done dans l'inter~t de l'humanit~ toute 
entiere que soient renforc~s et le principe fondamental de l'OMS et 
sa vocation universelle. Car le bien-~tre des peuples ne constitue-t-il 
pas un dee facteurs de la peix et de la prosperite mondiale? 

Mon Pays, pour sa part. a toujours oeuvr~ dans ce sens. 

Sur le plan interieur. le Cambodge a fait de notables progr~s dans 
le domaine de la Sant~ Publique depuis l'av~nement du SANGKUM REASTR NIYUM 
(COmmunaute Socialiste Populaire). Grice a une politiqce medico-sanitaire 
bien d~termin~e. ce developpement se realise d'une fa~on constante et 
coordonnee dans toutes les branches. Les activit~s des Services de Sante 
dirigees nag~re surtout vers la medecine curative ont pris une nouvelle 
orientation. En effet. une importance particuli~re est accordee A la 
m~decine preventive. De nombreux programmes de Sante Publique ont et~ 
mis sur pied. notamment celui de la lutte contre les maladies transmissibles, 
de la protection maternelle et infantile. de l'assainissement du milieu 
et de l'education sanitaire de la population. 
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Donner l'importance a la medecine preventive ne signifie pas 
n~gliger la qualite des soins prodigues a nos malades. Aussi avons
nous procede au renforcement et a la modernisation de l'infrastructure 
medicale du pays. De nombreux amenagements et de nouvell~s cons
tructions et installations ont rendu meilleures les conditions dans 
lesquelles sont soignes nos maLades. 

• 
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Statement made by Dr C. K. Chang. Chief Representative. China 

Mr Chairman. distinguished delegates. ladies and gentlemen, 

During the past twenty years. the World Health Organization has 
rendered valuable assistance by helping Member countries and areas to 
improve the health and well-being of their people. Main areas of such 
assistance included control of the major communicable diseases. health 
programmes for mothers s.nd children. improvement of environmental health 
and sanitation, medical care, training of health personnel, as well as 
various research activities. 

The changes in the general social and economic conditions in the 
world during the past two decades have been tremendous, changes in 
populati~, i~dustrialization and ~~~ation in many parts of the world. 
changes in the disease pattern, and rerr~rkable progreas in g~neral 
technol~ and medical science. 

These cha.nges have created new health problems. and therefore, new 
health needs. '£0 plan a well balanced health progr.amme to ll'.eet these 
r.apidly changing needs has been a most complicated task. which calls for 
very dynamic and highly imaginative leadership. t~O. with the support 
of its Member countries. and the efforts of its efficient staff under 
the able leadership of the Director-General, has been successful in 
foreseeing the changing health-ne~ds and adjusting its programme in the 
way to best meet them. 

Good health is a goal of mankind by itself. It is also a mean to 
attain another important goal: economic well-beina. In this sense, 
health programmes may be more efficiently undertaken in close co-operation 
~lith other related organizations. The World Health organization has also 
been very suc.cessful in working closely with other United Nations agencies 
and with its Member governments. 

Our common goal to achieve the beat possible health for the people 
in this world can never be realized. New he~lth problems will call for 
our ££~~, effort. It is our sincere hope that WHO will not only 
continue its past efforts but also strengthen its dynamic leadership to 
help in improving the health and welfare of the people. 

On behalf of our governme~t as well as my delegation I wish to 
express our admiration and respect to Dr Candau and all experts and 
staff of wao. 



D~claration d$ Mr G. Faulques, suppl~ant de la d~legation fran~aise. 

Monsieur Ie President, Monsieur Ie Directeur Gen~ral, Monsieur Ie Directeur 
Regional, Mesdames et Messieurs, 

L'Organisation Mondiale de la 5ant~ f~te aujourd'hui son vingti~me 
anniversaire et arrive a l'!ge adu1te. Apr~s 1es difficu1tes inherentes 
a 1a jeunesse et au caract~re nouveau et unique de cette Organisation, 
nous pouvons voir aujourd'hui que l'Organisation Mondiale de 1a 5ant~ 
a franchi un pas important et peut e~visager l'avenir avec une confiance 
accrue. 

5i 1a presse mondiale a largement diffuse les exploits de 1a 
chirurgie moderne et notamment des transplantations d'organes, nous ne 
devons pas oub1ier qu'une grande partie de l'humanit~ ne peut encore 
jouir des bienfaits les plus elementaires de la medecine. Le rOle de 
l'Organisation Mondiale de la Sante n'est pas seulement de suppleer a 
cette carence, mais aussi d'informer l'opinion mandiale de ses travaux 
et de tout ce qui reste a faire. 

Par dell 1es fronti~res, lea ideologies, 1es croyances. les races, 
l'Organisation MPndiale de la Sante, en reunisssnt les hommes de bonne 
volonte, apporte et continuer a d'apporter la paix en liberant l'homme 
de ces inegalites qui sont sources de conflits. 

Qu'il me soit permis ici de rendre hommage au devouement 
exceptionnel du Directeur regional pour Ie Pacifique Occidental, Ie 
Dr Francisco Dy. 

La France, comme par Ie passe, continuera apporter a l ' 0MS Ie 
soutien qu'on ne peut refuser l une organisation aussi importante pour 
1a paix du mende. 



Statement made by Dr T. Muranaka, Chief Representative, Japan. 

Mr Chairman, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen, 

On behalf of the Japanese delegation, 1 wish to associate myself 
with the previous speakers in congratulating you for your election as 
the Chairman of the 19th session of the WHO Western Pacific Regional 
Committee. I wish to congratulate also the Vice-chairw~n and Rapporteurs 
for their election to their important offices. 

Now, it is a great pleasure and privilege for me to express joy 
and congratulations, on behalf of the Government and peoples of Japan, 
on this occasion of the celebration of the twentieth anniversary of 
the founding of the World Health Organization. 

It may be recalled that the World Health Organization c~me into 
existence soon after the second World War. which ha,d brot:ght devastation 
and chaos in many parts of the world. It was crea,ted for the purpose of 
restoring, maintaining and promoting healthy and peac-:ful living for 
all peoples of the world. 

Since then, the Organizati.on has been engaged in multitudinous 
work, strengthening the national health services of all countries 
of the world, and in particular those in developing countries and 
newly independent countries. WHO has st.rived to ensure adequate 
programmes ~ disease prevention and health promotion, maternal and 
child health, nutrition, environmental sanitation, and many others, 
and has achieved remarkable results on a global scale. 

In the Western Pacific Region also, the Member countries exerted 
themselves, and under capable leadership of the Regional Director and 
his staff, much advance is evident in the control of diseases and in 
the promotion of health of the peoples of this Region. Problems have 
been vari.(:c such as malaria, parasitosis, tuberculosis, cholera, 
nutritional levels, etc. 

Speaking of our country, Japa.n herself emerged out of the 'Tar. 
devastated and with much destruction. We had to make great efforts to 
recover our economy and to ireprove our health conditions. We had to 
develop various programmes for the control of acute co~uniceble diseases 
as well as for the chronic diseases. We had to imp:t'ove environmental 
sanitation, inel. uding housing, ,~ater supply and sewage disposal. Much 
had to be done about improvement of nutrition, and restoration and 
development of medical care facilities, and medical and social insurance 
schemes. We had to train health personnel of all sorts. In these 
efforts of ours, the~e were much assistance from fellow countries, and 
in particular from the World Health Organization. 

lAs a result ••• 
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As a result of such efforts, the mortality rate of. the country has 
cont!nously decreased, the counter-measures for the communicable diseases 
have been firmly established and maintained. The morbidity has been 
remarkably lowered, the nutritional level of the entire nation has been 
greatly improved, and medical care and environmental health facilities 
have been developed. 

It is a joy and privilege that we are now in a poaition to extend 
our services to others. It has been our pleasure to join in the inter
national collaborative research programme such as the joint research 
project on cholera EI Tor with WHO and the Government of the Philippines, 
and the research on field trial of Japanese encephalitis vaccine with 
China as well as for the international medical co-operation programme 
beth through the meche.nism of the World Health Organization and the 
Colombo Plan. It is also our pleasure that vie have been able to co-operate 
~'lith WHO by offering our training facilities to the WHO fellovls, the nUDlber 
of which !lOW reaches more than 70 a year, and was only 7 in the year 1952. 

I have taken the liberty of describing our experiences, with the 
sole purpose of conm:ending the mission of the World Health Organization, 
and for the purpose of expressing our appreciation for the assistance 
which the Organization is providing us even now. 

At this celebration of the anniversary of WHO, I believe it is 
fitting to point out the glorious achievements of the Organization in 
its endeavour at trying to remove the common dang~r to peace which may 
result from unequal development in the promotion of health and control 
of di<;e'ise in the different countries of the world. 

We reaffirm the belief that only through the common and concerted 
efforts we may approach our final goal, the attainment of the highest 
possible level of health for all peoples of the world. 

Thank you. 

) 



Declaration du Dr Tiao Jaisvas Visouthipong, chef de la delegation 
Iaotienne. 

Monsieur Ie president 
Monsieur le Directeur General de l'Organisation mondiale de la Sante 
Monsieur Ie Directeur regional du Pacifique occidental 
Honorables delegues des pays de la region 
Mesdames, messieurs 

L'~onneur m'echoit aujourd'hui d'~tre parmi vous comme represen
tant de mon pays, Ie Royaume du Laos, a cette session et de commemorer 
ensemble Ie ZOe anniversaire de l'Organisation mondiale de la Sante. 
18 Delegation du Laos, touchee par cette atmosphere enthousiaste,exprime 
ses sentiments sinceres de remerciement et de felicitation a Mr Ie 
Prasident, monsieur Ie Directeur General, Monsieur Ie Directeur Regional, 
organisateurs de cette reunion et commemoration du ZOe anniversaire, 
ainsi que ses sotlnaits de bienvenue a to us les delegues des pays de la 
region ici presents. Cette annee marque aussi Ie l8c anniversaire 
de l'admission du Laos comme membre de l'OM3. Certes, l'oeuvre de l'OMS 
dans les pays de la region est innombrable que je ne voudrais pas ici 
tenter de l'evoquer. D'enormes progres et accomplissements ont ete 
realises depuis sa creation. Le Royaume du Laos continue avec un grand 
espoir, quoique sa situation aetup-lle est menacee par l'insecurite 
interieure, a collaborer etroitement avec l'OMS pour pouvoir atteindre 
le but ideal de notre grande organisation. 

En terminant, je me permets d I exprimer encore une fois au nom de 
la delegation du Laos nos felic.itations et notre gratitude a Monsieur 
Ie Directeur General, Monsieur Ie Directeur Regional du Pacifique 
occidental, Monsieur le pr.esident, ainsi que nos salutations, nos respects 
et sounai ts de bienvenue a tous les delegues, et 8.uss1 un grand espoir de 
confiance et dp. succes en l'oeuvre de l'OMS dans l'avenir. 



Statement made by Tan Sri (Dr) Mohamed Din bin Ahmad, Chief Representative. 
Malaysia 

It is an honour and pleasure to convey the felicitations and 
congratulations of the Government and people of Malaysia to the World 
Health Organization on this auspicious occasion of her 20th Anniversary. 
The World Health Organization ha.s grown from strength to strength and 
has weathered the stresses and strains imposed on her by global health 
problems. Today the Organization is the corner stone of world health 
and has undertaken to tackle problems of global magnitude. 

The Government and people of Malaysia is most appreciative of the 
cordial association with the Organization and is grateful for the great 
and varie.d assistance which we have received. These invaluable contri
butions of WHO towards the promotion of health in Malaysia, have to a 
great measure been responsible for the comparatively high standard of 
health in the country. 

The World Health Organization has actively assisted in the fields 
of Public Health Administration, Maternal and Child Health, Tuberculosis 
Control, Malaria Eradication. the Control of Communicable Diseases. 
Nursing, Education and Training, and in others too numerous to enumerate. 
yaws is virtually eradicated from West Malaysia and in East Malaysia 
Malaria has been reduced to an extent where it is no longer a major cause 
of ill-health. The Tuberculosis Control Programme in both East and West 
Malaysia is being actively supported by WHO. In West Malaysia the 
successful implementation of this programme is now showing definite 
indications that the incidence of Tuberculosis is on the decline. In 
East Malaysia this programme is being rapidly e:llp anded from the urban to 
the rural areas, bringing into its protective fold more and more persons. 

Similarly, the Rural Health Service Scheme in both East and West 
Malaysia with the support of WHO is rapidly extending its areas. The 
establishment of a strong health infra-structure at the peripheral areas 
is in turn providing active assistance to the various national public 
health programmes, such as Malaria Eradication, Tuberculosis Control, 
Leprosy Control, School Health Service, Rural Health Improvement 
Schemes, etc. 

In expanding the medical, health and dental services throughout 
Malaysia, the need to train professional and para-professional staff in 
increasing number is inevitable. Here again WHO support has not been 
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lacking and numerous consultants for the setting up of training schools 
locally, and fellowships for overseas training of our nationals have 
been made available, so much so, Malaysia hc:.s been able to embark on 
training programmes of various categories of staff on a scale unprecedented 
in her history. Although there is still an acute shortage of doctors, 
dental surgeons and pharmacists in the country, the staffing position of 
auxiliary medical, health and dental personnel has improved considerably. 

The assistance rendered by the organization towards the promotion 
of health throughout Malaysia is gratefully acknowledged and my Government 
is looking forward to continued cordial co-operation. It ts our fervent 
prayer that the World Health organization will further grow from strength 
to strength and that her. wealth of ~~perience will guide member countries. 
towa=ds achiev;l.ng optiuum health f.or the peoples of the world. 



Statement made by Dr C. N. D. Taylor, Chief Representative, New Zealand. 

In the course of preparing this short address to the Regional 
Committee I looked over the reports of the New Zealand delegations to 
the World Health Assemblies and I was impressed by two main features. 
The first was that the birth of this Organization was by no means 
trouble-free. The second was the unswerving confidence of the New 
Zealand delegations over the years in the value of WHO and its support 
to the principles to which WHO adheres. Down the years. that confidence 
and support has never varied. has never weakened. 

Whatever the early difficulti~s. it is pleasing to note that on 
its 20th anniversary the World Health Organization has proved itself 
and has grown into strong, vigorous and responsible adulthood. In our 
Western Pacific Region we should not fail to recall the sterling work 
of Dr I.C. Fang and its continuance by Dr Francisco Dy. 

If. however, we in the Departments of Health knew and fully 
recognized the worth of the World Health Organization I am by no means 
confident that the general public whom we serve did. I am, therefore, 
thankful that this anniversaI'y has been celebrated so widely and so 
well throughout the Western Pacific Region and throughout the world. 
I know that the people of New Zealand are. as a result, much more aware 
of the impact and work of the World Health Organization. 

Publicity, however. is no substitute for meeting people face to 
face and the increasing number of World Health Fellows coming to New 
Zealand is a development we welcome. We are proud of our health 
services and are anxious to share ou~ experiences and knowledge with 
others. Equally, we are grateful to the world Health Organization for 
its assistance to us, w~inly in the form of Fellowships from which so 
much benefit has been derived. 

I am grateful for this opportunity to record, on behalf of the 
people and Government of New Zealand. the appreciation of the past 
work of WHO, to pledge our continuing support and to wi&h it every 
success for the future. 



Statement made by Dr J. Dizon, Chief Representative, Republic of the 
Philippines. 

Mr Chairman, Mr Director-General, Mr Regional Director, Distinguished Delegates, 

During this 19th Regional Committee Meeting, the Philippine 
Delegation would like to avail of the opportunity to express the sincere 
congratulations and felicitations of ies Government to the World Health 
Organization on the occasion of its Twentieth Anniversary. 

Mr Chairman, and distinguished Delegates, the Philippine Government 
has noted with great interest and appreciation the tremendous efforts 
that the organization under the able leadership of the Director General, 
has been exerting through all these years towards the prevention and 
control of disease and the promotion and maintenance of health, through
out the nations of the world. We sincer.ely believe that this Organization, 
more than any other such body, has instituted and implemented health 
programmes and services that have tremendously made their impact on the 
attainment of these objectives. Particularly in this region, we have 
noted and appreciated the expert scientific and technical skill and 
competency demonstrated by the Regional Director and his staff in the 
planning, programming and implementation of such programmes and services, 
in line with the priority problems and needs of the Region and its 
respective Member countries. 

In the Philippines we have made cl aims on the improvements that 
have been attained in the field of public health, as illustrated by the 
significantly declining morbidity and mortality rates especially from 
communicable diseases, and the incres.sing span of life expectancy. We 
feel that the assistance that the Organization has been extending to the 
country, through all these years, has contributed significantly in our 
relative success. and this is gratefully acknowledged. While this is so, 
at the same time, we do however realize that there is so much more that 
has to be done, that we could not afford any let down or complacency 
in our efforts. but instead we know that there is the urgent need of 
continuity and progressiveness in the intensification of our efforts. 
We feel confident that with the continued assistance of the World Health 
Organization as well as of other agencies ':ith mutual interests, the 
prospects of insuring these efforts towards further effective fruition 
in terms of better public health would not be hard to come by. 

Mr Chairman, with these sentiments of congratulations and grateful 
acknowledgements, we would also like to take this opportunity of associa
ting ourselves with all other nations of the world, with similar 
interests and concern, in wishing the World Health Organization, more 
power and continued success in its great humanitarian efforts towards 
the attainment of optimum health for all peoples of the world. 

/Mr Chairman ••• 
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Mr Chairman, understandably. the Philippine Delegation takes 
pride in your election. may we add our congratulations to you, to the 
vice-chairman and to the rapporteurs. Also, we take this occasion to 
extend the greetings of the Filipino people to all the distinguished 
delegates to this regional committee meeting. 

Thank you. 

---



... 

Statement made by Dr N. C. de Andrade. Chief Representative. Portugal. 

Mr Chairman. 

It is with pride and. indeed. with a feeling of almost self
identification with WHO that 1 am addressing you. on behalf of the 
portuguese Government. 

As a matter of fact. this is the twentieth anniversary not only 
of WHO but of portugal's affiliation with WHO as well. 

Mr. Chairman. it is just common sense to realize that WHO is an 
immense world organization, gathering governments together for the 
benefit of the health of their peoples; and it is just common sense to 
realize also. and to praise a tremendous task that has been. and is 
being continuously performed by WHO throughout the world. in almost 
every country. 

And in doing so. WHO has become not only the greatest public 
health undertaking but also the greatest and most creative experience 
on public health planning that ever existed. 

But all this. which. more than simple events. constitutes a drive 
conferring to this age a truly historical sense, is an expression of 
something even greater and more permanent. 

We evoke the spirit that inspired those men who, in 1946. wrote 
and approved the Constitution of WHO - the eighteen members of the 
Technical Preparatory Committee, with the Belgian Dr. Rene Sand as 
Chairman and the canadian Dr. Brock Chisholm - who would become the 
first Director-General of WHO - as rapporteur • 

It has been this spirit that pervaded the whole Constitution of 
WHO with such epoch-making concepts of health as it was then defined, 
of the indivisibility of disease and of health. of the fundamental 
importance of the child's health development, the government's 
responsibility for the health of its people. 

It has been this transcendental spirit of genuine universality 
that conferred. and is conferring. grandeur to WHO. 

It is this spirit that, on this occasion. and on behalf of my 
Government. my delegation wishes to praise above all. 

/Homage is due ••• 
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Homage 1s due also to all those who, under the leadership of all 
the Directors-General - from Dr. Brock Chisholm to Dr. Matcolino Candau -
and their deputies, have contributed to the building up of WHO and to 
the preservation of that genuine spirit that, from its very beginning, 
inspired WHO, and which, we hope, will prevail in the future. 

Turning to our Region, my delegation wishes to pay ho~ge to its 
Regional Directors - formerly, Dr. I. C. Fang and now, Dr Francisco 
Dy - for their enlightened leadership, and to their staff for their 
contribution to the work of WHO here. 

In closing, it is but proper to say that appreciation is also due 
the Government of the Philippines for their continued co-operation and 
for all the facilities extended to the Regional Bureau. 

Today, we are all guests of ~he Philippines. May I, on behalf of 
the Portuguese Government, be allowed to thank the Government and the 
people of the Republic of the Philippines and to assure them that their 
hearty welcome and traditional hospitality are indeed appreciated and 
will always be remembered. 

Thank you. 



Statement made by Mr Sang Young So. Chj.ef Representative. Republic of Korea. 

On the occasion of the celebration of the Twentieth Anniversary 
of the World Health Organization at the nineteenth session of the 
Committee for the Western Pacific. I, Minister of Health and Social 
Affairs. have the honour to present the following message through our 
chief delegate. 

On behalf of the Government and people of the Republic of Korea. 
I wish to express my deep gratitude and appreciation to the Director
General, Regional Director. their staff and experts for the outstanding 
and efficient work which they have carried out in the last two decades. 

The object of the Organization. of which Korea is proud to have 
been a member state since 1949. has been accomplished as defined in the 
preamble of its constitution for the past twenty years. Now. the 
anniversary celebration of the Organization provides the opportune 
moment to look back to the past. 

At the junction of its beginnin~we realized how much it is 
necessary for the health of the world. And it has been so due to the 
close co-operation and understanding between the Organization and its 
member state~resulting in realistic health planning and the establishment 
of numerous global. regional. and national health programmeS. 

However. the designated goal of the Organization has not been 
achieved so far as we elpected but drives us ahead to accelerate our 
efforts to further improve our health services. 

The Republic of Korea, ~hich was devastated in the Korean War in 
1953. exerts its effort to get to the stage of rapid economic growth. 

In achieving a rapid reconstruction and development. the first 
Five-Year Economic Development Plan gave the highest priority to the 
concrete foundation of the industry and solid national economy system. 

By the tolerable exertion of the people. we get the basis of the 
development. 

In this connexion. I should like to say that as the economic growth 
is brillian~so is indispensable the improvement of the health condition. 

Therefore. we. Republic of Korea. require much close co-operation and 
stimulation from the World Health Organization and its Member States 
in our efforts to reach the government health plans which form an integral 
part of the Second Five-Year Plan which extends until 1971. 

lIt goes without 
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It goes without saying that the fast modernization, industrialization, 
and urbanization of life call for a rapid extension of our health services, 
a task which has to be preceded by the extensive training programmes to 
provide the required manpower in quality and quantity. 

Regarding the standard of health prevailing in a nation as a baro
meter of its prosperity, our health programme and policy are now closely 
linked to the economic development leading to the creation of a welfare 
state which is· viewed as a further step towards the final goal expressed 
in the WHO constitution. So we take pride in being a member state of the 
Organization. 

NoW I wish to extend our heartfelt appreciation to the Director
General, Regional Director, and their staff for their excellent work 
in the past and hope the Organization will continue to give the adequate 
guidance and advice so much needed in our country. 

I would like also to express our deepest thanks to WHO Member 
States and other organizations for their valuable assistance to us 
which greatly helped in improvement of the national health services. 

Thank you. 

" 
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Statement made by Mr Lye Thim Fatt, Chief Representative, Republic of 
Singapore. 

Mr Chairman, 

The First World Health Assembly, looking over the ruins of the 
world war, was keenly aware of the tremendous tasks it was faced with. 
The war had brought destruction to many nations and had disrupted the 
essential sinews of human health and well-being. The First Assembly, 
in its operations, was therefore mainly directed to emergency programmes, 
designed to prevent epidemic and to control spread of communicable 
diseases. 

However, within the two decades of its existence, the WHO has 
established itself as a stable institution which embodies international 
co-operation in the field of health. 

Our congratulations go to the staff of the WHO and the hundreds 
of unknown and unheralded workers spread allover the world who have, 
in one way or another, contributed to the success of the WHO. However, 
rather than remain satisfied with what has already been accomplished, 
we must concentrate our resources on the many problems which are still 
unsolved, and the new ones which, unless controlled, can nullify the 
advances already achieved. We are confident that the WHO with its 
assets well established during the past twenty years, will further 
enhance its achievements and its name. 



Statement ~de by Dr P. H. Teng. Chief Representative. Unit~d Kingdom. 

The United Kingdom Delegation takes pleasure in associating itself 
with the sentiments of all the representatives to this Regional Committee 
meeting, in extending its heartiest congratulations to the World Health 
Organization for having achieved so much during the past two decades. 
The twentieth century has been described as the age of "personal and 
cOllDllunity health" and as WHO has been eminently successful in stimulating 
governments to adapt and practise its health concepts, this specialised 
agency of the United Nations can rightly claim the credit for having 
succeeded, as Winslow said, "in prolonging life and promoting mental 
and physical health and efficiency through cOllDllunity efforts". The 
Western Pacific Region is a heterogenous cOllDllunity of nations with 
people of different cultures, traditions, religions and beliefs, but 
the Western Pacific Regional Office of the World Health organization 
has, by its successful health programmes, been able to foster a spirit 
of harmony. understanding and co-operation amongst its Member countries; 
in short. it has brought to the people of these countries a new lease 
of life. Every person in this region now not only exists, but can enjoy 
a fuller and more healthy life. We are proud to be part of this family 
of nations. and fortunate because the World Health organization haa been 
our connecting link. 

The United Kingdom Delegation would like to extend its sincere 
greetings to the world Health Organization on its twentieth 
anniversary, and to express its since=e hope that under the great 
leadership of the Director-General, Dr Candau. aud his colleagues who 
work in different countries. and under the energetic efforts of his 
Regional Directors in generel. and our Reg~onal nirector. Dr Dy in 
pa=ticula~. the World Health O~ganiza~ion will continue to adorn the 
pages of medical history by its most useful services for the benefit 
of mankind. 



Statement made by Dr R. K. C. Lee, Cb5.ef Representative, Uni~ed States 
of America. 

Speaking on behalf of the U.S. delegation and having had the 
privilege of attending a number of assembly and Regional Conmdttee 
meetings, I would like to make a few remarks on this auspicious 
occasion. It is most appropriate that the Regional conmdttee observe 
this twentieth anniversary of WHO in the Republic of the Philippines. 
The Director~General this morning mentioned the prominent Filipino 
names of Salcedo and Garcia and Dy, our Regional Director. As one of 
the old-timers of this Conmdttee, I remember well the leadership of 
Paulino Garcia and I.C. Fang, working together to obtain the land, 
develop the financing for this beautiful Regional Office faci li ty. 
I remember too, one of the Regional Conmdttee meetings in the Institute 
of Hygiene before this building was finished. Over the years under the 
dedicated and continuous leadership of I.C. Fang, supported by a loyal 
staff, and a most co-operative host country, the Regional Conmdttee 
meetings in Manila have been a forum, a meeting place, for representatives 
of member countries from a large area of the world. Field visits, social 
occasions, and exchanges of information were added to the agenda of 
meetings held here. The health workers of the Philippines and their 
government helped greatly to enrich the conmdttee meetings. 

I take this occasion to pay tribute to our esteemed Director
General who serves us on the world-wide front. A leader who has been 
willing to serve this largest of the specialized agencies of the United 
Nations for his fourth term. We have been fortunate to have in our 
lifetime, such a statesman, leader, and health professional who has taken 
us to the prestigious position that WHO occupies today in the international 
scene. 

There are only a few points I want to emphasize regarding the 
Regional Offices' successes that I have had the good fortune to observe 
over the past fifteen years; its excellent relationship with govern
mental and non-governmental health organizations; its intensive support 
in the training of health personnel through fellowships, conferences, 
strengthening of academic institutions; the rapport it has developed with 
Member governments; its ability to move quickly in support of health 
problems in Member countries. These are just a few examples. 

Finally, in helping countries improve their own health programmes, 
WHO has helped to make health conditions in our own communities better 
and safer. The United States delegation looks forward to continuing 
successes and achievements for WHO in the years ahead in order that all 
peoples of the world can attain the highest level of health. 



Declaration du Dr L~ Nh!n ThuAn, chef de la delegation viet-namienne. 

Monsieur Ie President 
Monsieur Ie Directeur General 
Monsieur le Directeur Regional 
Messieurs les Delegues 
Mesdames et Messieurs, 

En cette occasion ou, dans le cadre merveilleux de Manille, nous 
nous trouvons reunis pour celebrer Ie Vingti~me Anniversaire de 
l'Organisation mondiale de la Sante, c'est pour moi une joie profonde 
que de pouvoir associer, au nom du Gouvernment du Sud-Viet-Nam, rna 
voix et mes sentiments a ceux des honorables representantset delegueA 
des autres pays Membres. 

~Iais tout d'abord, qu'il me soit permis d'exprimer ma vive 
reconnaissance au Gouvernment de la Republique des Phi Uppines, dont 
la gracieuse hospitalite a servi d'amorce a l'organisation de cette 
belle reunion, a laquelle nous avons Ie privil~ge et le plus grand 
plaisir de participer. 

En real! te, c' es t une "f~te de fami 11e" que nous ce lebrons en 
commur. aujourd'hui, une famille universelle dont cQaque membre est 
pleinement conscient et fier de son rOle et de ses liens de solidarite, 
d'entraide, de comprehension mutuelle et de cooperation qui determinent, 
en fait, J~ noblesse ou la valeur de 1a communaute humaine. 

or, il suffit de cons tater que depuis qu'elle naquit, il y a vingt 
ans, l'Organisation mondiale de La Sante, dans son domaine propre, se mit 
en devoir d'introduire, de developper, de fortifier et de consolider 
certains de ces liens essentiels au bienfait de l'homme. Ce qui, bientOt, 
permit, sur la base d'une solidarite et d'entraide sans precedent, 
d'ameliorer sensiblement les conditions de sante et de vie dans un grand 
nombre de pays, ou du moins dans une portion importante de leur population. 

NOus, dans la Republique du Sud Viet-Nam, qui avons subi les 
atrocites de la guerre depuis pres de 20 ans, et dont Ie peuple soumis 
aux souffrances, aux privations, aux miseres des exodes en masse a eu, en 
plus de l'ennemi, a lutter contre la deterioration des conditions sanitaires 
et problemes epidemiologiques surajoutes, nous connaissons particulierement 
la valeur inappreciable de l'aide amie, de l'assistance et de la solidarite. 

IQuoique Ie ••• 



QuOique le Gouvernement national continue A consacrer une grande 
~nergie A La solution des probl~mes de sant~.nous ne pouvons. face A 
nos innombrables difficult~s. nous passer des bonnes volont~s inter
nationales. Bt dana ce domaine, Me8dames et Messieurs. je veux rendre 
un vibrant hommage A l'OMS qui nous apporte,dans une p~riode particuli~re
ment difficile, un concours d~vou~ et pr~cieux et que nous appr~cions 
grandement. 

GrAce aux projets de l'OMS et A l'aide de se8 experts, nous avons 
introduit des conceptions nouvelles et des ~tbodes modernes dans 
l'admin1stration des services du Minist~re de la Sante pub1ique, dont 
l'en~ration en detail serait longue. Je tiens cependant l signaler 
l'effort de l'OMS dans un domaine particuller. ce1ui de 1a creation du 
futur Institut National de Sante publ1que. Cet Institut, a La creation 
duquel nous attachons une importance primordia1e. sera A la fois un 
centre de formation, d'etudes et de recherches et servira pendant 1es 
ann~es A venir comme pivot de coordination A toutes les activites touchant 
au domaine de 1a sante. 

En terminant je voudrais encore une fois remercier l'Organisation 
mondia1e de 1a Sante pour l'aide donn~e a mon pays. et. tout en f~licitant 
chaleureusement cette Organisation pour le travail de valeur accompli 
pendant ces premiers vingt ans, je tiens A pr~senter A Monsieur 1e 
Directeur general. Dr Candau. et a notre Directeur regional. Dr Dy, ainsi 
qu'a leurs co11aborateurs. 1es voeux 1es plus sinc~res du Gouvernem~t du 
Sud Viet-Nam pour 1e succes futur et les progres constants de l' Organisation. 



Statement made by Mr Luamanuvae Eti, Chief Representative, Western Samoa. 

First of all I should like to voice my warm and hearty congratu
lations to your unanimous election.Dr Gatmaita~to the office of Chairman 
of the 19th Re.gional Committee Meeting. Congratulation is also due to 
your other colleagues in office, the Vice-Chairman and Rapporteurs. I 
assure yo~Mr Chai~and I am confident that other delegations share 
together the same with my own sincere support during your term of office. 

In this world today, more particularly in the world of the developing 
countries, there exists a real dilemma when development is discussed of 
the relative positions of priority to be given to social development and 
economic development. Unfortunately, I fear that concern for social 
development, in particular the provision of fa.cilities for the maintenance 
of activity in the field of health, tends to receive too little attention. 
Certainly in a small country such as Western Samoa, with very limited 
resources with which to encourage development, we cannot devote as much 
energy and material wealth as I know our Government and people desire, 
to the development of health facilities and standards. 

We are therefore very grateful indeed for the help and assistance 
which the World Health Organization has given in the past and is giving 
to Western Samoa now in its fight against disease. The assistance in 
equipment and expertise is a great help, and we are most grateful and 
appreciative of this. However, more than this we have welcomed the 
opportunity to participate in the effort to improve our health standards 
and services. I believe this to be true of all developing countries of 
the Region. We are all members of the same unit in fighting disease in 
the Region. 

In fact we in Western Samoa are rather proud of our membership of 
the World Health Organization. We knew of its existence before our 
independence and had benefited from its projects then. On gaining 
independence we began to take part in the deliberations of the Assembly 
and of this Commdttee. In fac~ Mr Chairman, although our participation 
in the affairs of the world around us may not be as wide and as full as 
we would wish it, we are glad and happy that we are part of the World 
Health Organization team in the fight against disease. 

Although much has been done in the twenty years now gone by, much 
still remains to be done. I and my Government and the people of Western 
Samoa extend our congratulations to the World Health Organization for its 
achievements in the past twenty years. I am also asked to convey our best 
wishes for an exciting and successful next twenty years. 

Lastly but not leas~ Mr Chairman, I should like to pay special 
tribute to the Director-General and also to the work of our Regional 
Office and in particular our Regional Director, Dr Dy,for your multi
untiring activities to further improve the standard of health in our 
region. 
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Statement made by Mr G. Hamdy. Resident Representative. a.i. of the 
United Nations Development Programme. 

Mr Chairman, Dr Candau. Dr Dy. distinguished delegates, 

I count it a particular honour and privilege to convey to you the 
warm greetings and best wishes of Mr Paul Hoffman. Administrator of the 
United Nations Development Programme. and in his name of the whole 
UNDP family on the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the WOrld Health 
Organization. 

Since the inception of the UNDP Programme. therefore since the 
start of the Technical Assistance Board and that of the Special Fund 
Programme. co-operation with the World Health organization has been 
increasingly significant and fruitful. Human ailments have been fought 
sometimes in bitter battles but mostly with patience. dedication and 
efficiency. WHO doctors are at this very moment of celebration carrying 
out their work in the heart of jungles. and not only in modern capitals. 
Thanks to their efforts, epidemics have been controlled. endemic sickness 
eradicated, causes of ailments identified. Under the most able leadership 
of the Director-General. the WHO experts and administrators have also 
helped build and strengthen the structure of essential Government services 
for the protection and better being of mankind. 

But with the explosion of the world population, economic development 
has become the main if not the only avenue for better living. Throughout 
the world. Governments have increased their efforts towards economic growth. 
Agricultural and industrial production have increased and progress has 
been identified more and more with larger national incomes. The population 
expansion has created the inherent fear that what is available today to 
few will need to be shared tomorrow between too many. Some countries have 
been more successful than Othel'S in attaining development targets. How
ever, health reqturements have often been given relatively lower priority 
in planning for economic growth. With the extremely rapid expansion of 
already populated areas, with the appearance of new centres of production 
sometimes in areas where conditions of health are less than satisfactory. 
it has become increaSingly evident that development planning must include 
significant sections on health needs. if it is to be crowned with lasting 
success. 

Recognizing the necessity of integrating health and sanitary require
ments within overall economic development efforts the UNDP has welcomed 
increased co-operation with WHO in financing joint projects, which. the 
Philippines for instance, have covered over the years fields as wide as 
nutrition. behavioural sciences, laboratory management and water supply 
and sewerage, all being linked to the provision of better conditions for 
man's health and welfare. The last project, namely. the '~ster Plan for 
a Sewerage System for the Manila Metropolitan Area" is currently being 
implemented under the Special Fund sector of UNDP financing totalling 
$714 000 worth of assistance from UNDP and $398 000 of Government counter-

part financing. 
lIt is our ... 
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It is our earnest hope that our programme in the world and in this 
region. in particular. will be able to include increasing participation 
of WHO in the years to come. 

Reiterating the Administrator's congratulations to WHO I wish to 
express my own warm wishes of success to the World Health Organization 
as well as to the 19th Se.ssion of the WHO Regional CoIlUllittee for the 
Western Pacific. 

I thank you. 

""I 
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StatE'ment made by Y.r Brian Jones, UNICEF Regional Director, East Asia 
and Pakistan. 

UNICEF, which is a slightly older sibling of WHO in the family 
of United Nationa agencies (we celebrated our twenty-first birthday 
last year), has spent much of its youth in the company of its sister. 
In fact, to quote from a recent issue of WORLD HEALTH, twenty years of 
WHO means for UNICEF "Twenty Years Together." We have laboured together 
during these twenty years in the vineyard of the vaat majod.ty of man
kind, among the .women and children. And, in carrying out ttis pleasurable 
and rewarding task. we have been associated with practically every 
national health authority in the developing regions of the world in 
programmes designed to ensure that the children of these two decades 
will be healthier in mind and body than their parents and grandparents 
were. 

Looking back over these last twenty years, one is permitted to 
marvel that so much has been accomplished with so little in the ~-1ay of 
resources of staff. material, and funds. Twenty years ago, shortly 
after the Second World War had ended, not even the most audacious 
fortune-teller would have ventured to predict that by the end of the 
nineteen-sixties Malaria, which had taken a heavy toll of human life 
throughout the centuries, would b~ tamed and brought under control even 
if it has not been completely eradicated; that Yaws, another tropical 
disease which has caused untold misery for countless millions of 'tillers 
of the soil' as long as man could remember, would be virtually wiped out 
as a public health problem, so much so that medical colleges nowadays 
have a hard time demonstrating a case of yaws to the student of treponema I 
diseases; that Leprosy, the ancient scourge of mankind which had been 
feared throughout recorded history and which had made its sufferers 
outcasts from society, would yield to an innocuous-looking tablet called 
"Dapsone"; and that the training of tens of thousands of hilots, dukuns, 
motamyaes, dais (local names for what used to be untrained vi llage 
midwives) would greatly reduce the dangers of child-birth. 

WHO and UNICEF have had a hand in these achievements, and I want 
to call attention to them today. WrlO has mobilized the scientists and 
the accumulated k.nowledge of the medical world. and employed and deployed 
them for the benefit of mankind. UNICEF has used its lirr~ted resources, 
under WHO's guidance, to bring to mankind in the developing regions the 
tools and materials which the doctor, the public health nurse, the 
sanitarian, the nrl.d1.-1ife, the la.bora.tory technician, and the countless 
other para-medical and health auxiliaries needed in order to put to 
maximum effective use the training and skills which they acquired in 
schools and short-term training courses also helped by wtro and UNICEF. 

/Some of us ••• 
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Some of us who are in this lovely meeting chamber of the WHO Western 
Pacific Regional Office today have been associated with th~ noble task of 
building a healthy people and a healthy world for most if not all of the 
past twenty years; others have become associated with this work much more 
recently but may be counted upon to stay with it during the next twenty 
years. What dare we forecast for achievement in Asia in these next twenty 
years, the third and fourth decades of the life of ~IHO and UNICEF7 

1. I believe that in these next twenty years malari.a will be wiped 
out in Asia, and that various other communicable diseases will cease to 
be public health problems. Among these latter I will make bold to number 
leprosy, tuberculosis, and trachoma. 

2. I believe that we will make great progress in the prOVision of 
safe water supplies and in the disposal of harmful wastes, so that intestinal 
diseases will not play havoc with cluldhood nutrition as they do nowadays. 

3. I believe that we will learn how to harness protein especially 
vegetable protein, so that it will appeal to the ordi.na::.-y person and, 
equally important, so that it will be possible for the ordinary person to 
buy it for his children's use. But these developments will not take place 
unless they are preceded by changee in peoples' underst~nding and behaviour. 
Here, then, is a magnificent opportunity for UliESCO and the education 
authorities to bring about a change in the knowledge and understanding of 
children and, through them, their parents. Here, as in some other fields 
of human care and development, we have a good example of the need for the 
multi-disciplinary approach - by the agencies of the United Nations - WHO, 
FAO, L~SCO. the Division of Social Development, and UNICEF - and by the 
agencies of government - the Ministries (or Departme,nts) of Health, Welfare, 
Education, and Agriculture. 

4. Fourthly, I believe that we will learn how to hamdle our population 
problem in a way that will give no particular offense to amy party, religious 
or political, but will permit responsible parents to act in a responsible 
way that will in turn result in a better situation for their children and 
for the generations to come. 

In concill.'iion, Mr Chairman, and on behalf of UNICEF, I want to 
congratulate the World Health organi:z;ation, its Director-G¢neral, Hs 
Regional Directors, and its hard-working Secretariats and experts throughout 
the world on its magnificent achievements of these first two decades, and 
to wish for their even greater Sllccesses in the years ahead. 


