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Progress report by the Regional Direotor 

1. IllrRODUCTION 

The Regional Coauni ttee at its twenty-third session oonsidered a 
report submitted by the Regional Director on the progress made towards 
the development of a regional teaoher training centre for health personnel. 
The Coaunittee in its resolution WPR/RC23.R18 adopted on 4 October 1972 
authorized "the Regional Director to continue to work in olose association 
wi th the Government of Australia and other governments in the Region on 
the development of the Centre and to report to the Regional Committee at 
its twenty-fourth session on the progress of this aotivi ty". 

2. ACTION TAKEN 

2.1 Negotiations with the Australian Government 

Agreement was reached with the Australian Government on 23 November 1972, 
through the signing of an exohange of letter, for the establishment of a 
regional teacher training oentre tor health personnel within the Medioal 
Faculty of the University ot New South Wales. As previously reported to 
the Regional Committee, the obJeotives of the proJeot are as follows: 

<a> To establish a regional training oentre in the Western 
Pacifio Region oonourrently providing servioe and 
tUldertaking researoh on teaoher training; 
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(b) To establish and develop national teaoher training oentres 
in selected countries in the Region (apart from Australia 
where the regional teacher training centre will serve also 
as a national centre), with a view to strengthening 
institutions for the eduoation of all oategories of health 
workers by improving their currioulum design and teaching 
methods, and evaluating both teacher and student performanoe; 

(c) To assist national oentres in providing training in modern 
teaohing methods and ideas for faoul ty members of 
educational institutions for health personnel. 

2.2 Development of the Centre ainoe agreement was reaohed with the 
Australian Government 

The Universi tiY of New South Wales has appointed a national direotor 
who will be responsible for the Centre's administration. Aotivities for 
the 197} aoademic year have been formulated in oonJunotion with WHO. 
From 9 to 22 June 197}, a workshop for deans and other senior administrators 
in schools of medioine in the Western Paoifio Region was held in Sydney. 
This is to be followed in September by a two-week workshop for teaohers in 
medical schools from the South Paoific Area and a four-week workshop, 
beginning mid-November, for teaohers in medical sohools from interested 
oountries in the Western Pacifio Region. In order to stimulate further 
the establishment of national teacher training oentres in selected countries 
in the Region, a national workshop has been planned for late 197}. This 
will be held in Malaysia. 

WHO is assisting the three oourses in Sydney by providing consultant 
servioes and fellowships for the participants. The Regional Centre will 
provide the consultants required for the national seminar to be held in 
Malaysia. 

2.3 Other assistanoe provided by WHO to the Centre 

Four staff workers of the University of New South Wales Medical School 
attended a four-week seminar on medioal education at the Centre for 
Eduoational Development in Chioago in October 1972 and a seoond group of 
four will begin a similar seminar in Ootober 1973. The purpose of these 
seminars is to prepare part-time teaching staff for the Centre. 

WHO has provided the Centre with a demonstration k1 t of teaching aids 
valued at approximately $5000. This will be used to develop teaohing 
material for the Centre itself and also for demonstration p.urposes during 
the various seminars and oourses it organizes. 
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3. ASSISTANCE FROM THE UNI'lED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME (UNDP) 

Agreement has been reached between WHO and UNDP for the provision 
of preparatory assistance to the project during 1973. This oonsists 
of oonsultant servioes to the Centre, the award of four four-week 
fellowships to teaohers of the Medioal Sohool, University of New South 
Wales, so they may attend a workshop on medioal eduoation in Chioago, 
and additional fellowships to enable partioipants from oountries in the 
Region to attend group eduoational meetings at the Regional Centre. 

The oonsultants, in addition to leoturing at the Regional Centre, 
will draw up a detailed plan for further assistanoe from UNDP in future 
years. 

4. PLAN OF ACTION FOR 1974 and 1975 

In 1974, further seminars and workshops will be held at the Regional 
Centre. Assistanoe will also be given in planning more national workshops. 
The one-year oourse leading to a master's degree in medioal education is 
expeoted to start in 1974. WHO will assist these aotivities by providing 
oonsultant servioes. Fellowships will also be provided to enable faoulty 
members of eduoational institutions for health personnel in the Region 
to attend these oourses. 

Provision has been made in the 1975 programme and budget estimates 
for consultant servioes for the development of national oentres in other 
countries in the Region and for fellowships for the master's degree in 
medioal eduoation and for attendance at other oourses given by the Centre. 
The magnitude of UNDP assistanoe from 1974 onwards will be deoided after 
the report on the future extension of the programme is prepared by the 
oonsultants funded by UNDP. 

As the projeot develops, the aooent of WHO and UNDP assistanoe will 
be direoted inoreasingly towards the establishment and development of 
national teaoher training oentres, and assistanoe will be lessened 
oonoomi tantly to the Regional Centre in Sydney, as it beoomes firmly 
established. 


