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STtjDIES ON CHOLERA EL TOR 

The Regional Committee at its thirteenth session adopted a 
resolution requesting the Regional Director to collect information on 
all the cholera studies presently in operation, and on any future 
developments in this field, and to transmit this information to Member 
States in the Region. 

Consequently, a circular letter was sent out on 8 November 1962 
requesting gover:nments to provide +.he above infonnation. As of 30 June 
1963, replies had been received fram eleven countries and territories 
and summaries are given below: 

China (Tai wa~) 

The Provincial Health Department and the National Taiwan 
University have undertalten a joint study of the epidemiological 
features of the recent outbreak. of cholera, particularly of the role 
of the carrier in the spread of infection. The United States Naval 
Medical Research Unit No. 2 is conducting studies on the patho
physiology involving water and electrolyte balance and the mechanism 
of the effect of the cholera vibrio on the tlsodium pumptl, on immunology, 
particularly mechanisns of active and passive immunity on susceptibillty 
to infection, and on phage typing of cholera vibrios. The results of 
these studies are not yet available. 
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Philippines 

Information on studies being done on cholera 

1. Studies on the rapid recognition of cholera vibrios by 
different methods, such as the fluorescent antibody, Henry obli~e 
light using meat extract agar, and the gelatin agar techniques, 
obtaining high efficiency ratings in that order. 

2. Comparison between the hemagglutination test, using chicken 
red cell, and the Greig (h~olysis) test in the rapid differentiation 
of E1 Tor vibrio fram the classical cholera vibrio. On testing 1143 
known strains of El Tor vibrio, 100% positive results were obtained 
with the former but three negative results (or 0.26%) were obtained 
with the latter. 

3. Epidemiological and laboratory studies in the Bacolod El 
Tor cholera epidemic whicil shm."ed the importance of the role of carriers. 

4. Serological responses to several types of cholera vaccines 
and vaccine regimens as determined by agglutination and vibriocidal 
antibody titration and their correlation with the mouse protection 
test. 

Future development in the field of research 

1. Studies on bacteriophage propagation fram cholera El Tor 
cases. 

2. Further studies on serological responses to El Tor vaccine 
and the mixed El Tor and cholera vaccine. 

Portugal 

Information was received froll r.w.cao that in October 1962, when 
there was a recurrence of cholera, a 1nde search was made for the 
vibrio on different grou~s of persons (in addition to cases and 
contacts), and in places such as the outflow of sewers, in night soil, 
sanitary installations, ceospools, etc., with the aim of finding the 
II so-called circulating viT1.lS, II since it had been stated that somewhere 
in the Region where the disease has never occurred, the "El Tor" vibrio 
had been found in the excreta of individuals who had never had any 
contact with cases. 

Six carriers of vibrio were found among contacts and those 
afflicted with the disease. After hospitalization, three were found 
to have mild diarrhoea and the vi'brio was isolated from the stools. 
The question was raised as to whether such cases should be considered 
patients or merely carriers. 
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Following research on a wide scale in the city, the vibrio was 
found in the effluent of a sewer, the origin of which could not be 
traced but which serves an area that includes schools and residences 
where transients from the China mainland st8\Y or pass the night. The 
effluent from the sewer has been periodically examined since but the . 
vibrio has not been isolated and it would appear, therefore, possible 
to conclude that the endemic disease does not exist in Macao. 

Information was received from Cambodia, the French ferritories 
in the Western Pacific, Laos, Singapore, Timor, Viet-Nam and Western 
Samoa that no studies on cholera were being undertaken. On 26 June, 
a further communication was sent to four countries in which cholera 
was considered to have been a significant problem and which have not 
so far sent any information. 


