
I. 

SUMMARY RECORD OF THE EIGHTH MEETING 

Grand Ballroom Westin Chosun Hotel Seoul 
Friday \3 September 1996 at 9 a m 

CHAIRMAN: Mr Ki-ho LEE (Republic of Korea) 

CONTENTS 

Time and place of the forty-eighth and 
forty-ninth sessions of the Regional Committee 

(WPRJRC47/SRl8) 

218 

2. Statements by representatives of the United Nations. 
the specialized agencies and intergovernmental and 
nongovernmental organizations in official relations with WHO........................................ 219 

3. Consideration of draft resolutions .... ......... ..... .......... ....... .... ... ....... ... ....... .... ...... ...... .... ...... 220 

3.1 Eradication of poliomyelitis in the Region .......................................................... 220 
3.2 Country visits, Report of the Sub-Committee, Part I ........................................... 221 
3.3 Renewing the strategy for health for all: 

Report of the Sub-Committee, Part II .................................................................. 221 
3.4 WHO response to global change: Report of the Sub-Committee, Part III ......... 221 
3.5 Full involvement of women in all aspects of 

the work of WHO in the Western Pacific Region ............................................... 223 
3.6 Ageing and health ................................................................................................ 229 
3.7 Time and place of the forty-eighth and 

forty-ninth sessions of the Regional Committee ................................................. 229 

4. Resolution of appreciation ................................................................................................ 229 

5. Closure of the session .................................... ,.................................................................. 229 



218 REGIONAL COMMITTEE: FORTY-SEVENTH SESSION 

I. TIME AND PLACE OF THE FORTY-EIGHTH AND FORTY-NINTH SESSIONS OF THE 

REGIONAL COMMITTEE: Item 18 of the Agenda 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR said that the Committee would no doubt wish the 

Representative of Australia to inform it about the situation regarding the invitation of his 

Government to hold the forty-eighth session in Australia. 

Dr BLEWETT (Australia) said that the Government of Australia wished to confirm its 

invitation to hold the forty-eighth session of the Regional Committee in 1997 in Sydney, Australia. 

The planning was well under way and most of the arrangements had been confirmed for the meeting. 

It would be difficult to match the hospitality of the Republic of Korea, but he looked forward to 

welcoming all representatives at the meeting in Sydney. 

The CHAIRMAN noted that the Committee wished to accept the kind invitation of the 

Government of Australia. 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR said that it remained for him to propose the dates of the 

session. As the Committee was aware, efforts were made to coordinate the dates of all sessions of 

the six regional committees. first to enable the Director-General to attend at least part of them all; 

and second. to allow enough time for the discussions of all the regional committees to be reflected in 

the documentation for the Executive Board meeting in January. In consultation with the 

representative of Australia, it had been decided to hold the forty-eighth session in Sydney from 22 to 

26 September 1997. 

The CHAIRMAN noted that the Committee agreed the dates of its forty-eighth session as 22 

to 26 September 1997 and requested the Rapporteurs to include those dates in the resolution they 

were to draft. 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR said that the forty-ninth session in 1998 would be held at the 

regional headquarters in Manila. The dates would have to be coordinated with other regional offices. 

Dr TRONI (Macao), noting that Macao had not yet hosted a Regional Committee session, 

said that his Government wished to invite representatives to Macao for the fiftieth session in 1999. 

In that year, the territory would revert from Portuguese administration to Chinese sovereignty. It 
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would be an opportune occasion for the representatives to be in his country in a year that would be of 

historical significance to Macao. 

Professor LI (China) said that his Government endorsed the proposal of the representative of 

Macao and would give its full support to ensuring the success of the fiftieth session. 

2. STATEMENTS BY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED NATIONS, THE 

SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL AND 

NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS IN OFFICIAL RELATIONS WITH WHO: 

Item 19 of the Agenda 

At the invitation of the CHAIRMAN, statements were presented by the following 

intergovernmental and nongovernmental organizations: 

South Pacific Commission 

International Confederation of Midwives 

International Council of Nurses 

International Federation of Medical Students Association 

I nternational Federation of Oto-Rhino-Laryngological Societies 

International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 

International Planned Parenthood Federation 

International Society of Radiographers and Radiological Technologists 

World Association for Psychosocial Rehabilitation 

World Confederation of Physical Therapy 

World Federation of Hemophilia 

World Federation for Medical Education 

Statements were received for circulation to Members from the following: 

United Nations Population Fund 

International Association of Medical Laboratory Technologists 
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International Confederation of Midwives 

International Federation of Hydrotherapy and Health Resorts 

International Society of Radiographers and Radiological Technologists 

International Federation of Medical Students Associations 

World Federation of Haemophilia 

World Federation of Societies of Anaesthesiologists 

3. CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT RESOLUTIONS 

The Committee considered the following draft resolutions: 

3.1 Eradication of poliomyelitis in the Region (Document WPRlRC47/Conf. Paper No.7) 

Dr GRANGEON, Rapporteur, said that, in the fourth preambular paragraph of the French 

text, the words "en Chine et dans Ie sud du" should be replaced by "au Cambodge et dans Ie delta du 

Mekong au". 

Ms BLACKWOOD (United States of America) supported the draft resolution but proposed 

that, in order to reflect the progress made in surveillance and laboratory performance, the sixth 

preambular paragraph should be amended to read, "Noting that surveillance and laboratory 

performance are not yet at the highest standards of reliability that will be required for the certification 

of poliomyelitis eradication". 

Dr AN (Viet Nam) supported the change proposed by the Rapporteur and proposed that in 

the English text the words "in the southern region" be amended to "in the Mekong delta". 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR commented that since one of the cases reported was from 

outside the Mekong delta, it would be preferable to retain the words "in the southern region". 

Dr GRANGEON, Rapporteur, proposed that, to avoid any confusion, the phrase used in the 

French text should be "Ia partie meridionale". 

Dr AN (Viet Nam) indicated that that was acceptable. 
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The REGIONAL DIRECTOR suggested that an editorial change to the amendment proposed 

by the representative of the United States of America might be appropriate to avoid undue repetition 

of the word ·'Noting". 

Ms BLACKWOOD indicated that that would be acceptable. 

Decision: The draft resolution. as amended, was adopted (see resolution WPRlRC47.R7). 

3.2 CountO' visits Report of the Sub-Committee Part J 

(Document WPRlRC47/Conf. Paper No.8) 

Decision: The draft resolution, as presented, was adopted (see resolution WPRlRC47.RS). 

3.3 Renewing the strategy for health for all: Report of the Sub-Committee. Part II 

(Document WPRlRC47/Conf. Paper No.9) 

Decision: The draft resolution, as presented, was adopted (see resolution WPRlRC47.R9). 

3.4 WHO response to global change' Report of the Sub-Committee Part III 

(Document WPRlRC4 7/Conf. Paper No.1 0) 

Dr BLEWETT (Australia) proposed the insertion of a new operative paragraph 2 to read 

"ENCOURAGES the process of constitutional review as laid down by Health Assembly resolution 

WHA4S.14 and Executive Board decision EB97( II );" in order to reflect the strong support expressed 

during the discussion for an active review process. Subsequent operative paragraphs should be 

renumbered accordingly. He further proposed that in the last preambular paragraph the word 

"Encouraging" should be replaced by "Welcoming". 

Dr WILLIAMS (Cook Islands) supported those proposals. 

Ms BLACKWOOD (United States of America) supported the amendments proposed by the 

representative of Australia. She proposed that the second preambular paragraph be amended to read 

"Recognizing the need for ongoing reform of the Organization and to ensure WHO's leadership in 

health". She further proposed: the replacement in operative paragraph 2 of "as a cost-effective and 

efficient method of' by "for"; the amendment of operative paragraph 3(1) by the insertion of "as 

described in the report on the WHO response to global changes" after "measures", suggesting that the 
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document number of the report be provided in a footnote; and the insertion in operative paragraph 3 

of a new subparagraph (2) to read "to complete the evaluation of the country visits to determine their 

cost-effectiveness and efficiency as a method of information gathering and exchange of experiences 

among countries", the remaining subparagraphs tn be renumbered accordingly. 

She recalled that the United States of America had raised the matter of an objective 

evaluation of the cost-effectiveness and efficiency of country visits at the previous session of the 

Regional Committee, considering that it would be helpful. She suggested that it might be 

accomplished by some form of internal audit. 

Dr CHAN, Rapporteur, speaking on behalf of both Rapporteurs, said that during the 

discussion of item 12.3 the Regional Director had presented an oral report on the review he had 

undertaken following a request at the previous session. The Rapporteurs had therefore understood 

that the Regional Director had completed a review and reported his findings to the Committee. His 

findings had made reference to the fact that Sub-Committee visits were considered to be cost

effective and efficient. That was why those words had been included in the draft resolution. The 

additional paragraph proposed by the representative of the United States of America appeared to 

indicate that the review had not been completed. She therefore proposed that operative paragraph 2 

should be amended as suggested by the representative of the United States of America, but that the 

additional subparagraph proposed for insertion in operative paragraph 3 should not be included. 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR confirmed that he had understood that, in the absence of 

comments following his oral presentation during the discussion, his findings had been accepted and 

he therefore felt that the Rapporteurs had reflected the discussions fairly. 

Mr KANEKO (Japan) supported the amendments proposed by Australia but considered that 

the additional text proposed by the representative of the United States of America did not reflect 

accurately the Committee's discussions. 

Dr TAPA (Tonga) also supported Australia's proposed amendments. Since the Regional 

Director had already undertaken a study of the Sub-Committee's country visits, he endorsed the 

proposal made by the Rapporteurs, and urged the representative of the United States of America to 

withdraw her proposal to add an additional subparagraph. 

Dr LOPEZ (Philippines) supported the proposal made by the Rapporteurs. 
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Mr Smith (Fiji) supported the amendments proposed by the representative of Australia and 

endorsed the views of the Rapporteurs. 

Dr WILLIAMS (Cook Islands) said that the summary record made no reference to any 

discussions that would support the comments made by the representative of the United States of 

America, and he therefore joined other speakers in sllPporting the view expressed by the Rapporteurs. 

Ms BLACK WOOD (United States of America) said that, during the discussions of item 12.3, 

the United States of America had not heard sufficient evidence of an adequate evaluation of the cost

effectiveness and efficiency of country visits. However. she was prepared to accept the proposal by 

the Rapporteurs, which she understood to mean that the words "cost-effective and efficient method 

of' would be replaced by "for" in operative paragraph 2 but that the additional subparagraph for 

operative paragraph 3 she had proposed earlier would not be included. 

Dr CHAN. Rapporteur, thanked the previous speaker for her understanding. 

Decision: The draft resolution, as amended. was adopted (see resolution WPRlRC47.RIO). 

3.5 Full involvement of women in all aspects of the work of WHO in the Western Pacific Rel:ion 

(Document WPRlRC47/Conf. Paper No.1 I ) 

Dr CHAN (Hong Kong), Rapporteur. informed the Committee that amendments to document 

WPRlRC47/Conf. Paper No.1 I had been received from the delegation of New Zealand. 

Dr DURHAM (New Zealand), with a view to ensuring that women not only participated in 

but also benefited from WHO's activities, proposed the addition of a fifth preambular paragraph as 

follows: 

"Recognizing the importance of also focusing on the impact of WHO 

activities on women, and the ability of women to participate in and benefit from 

those activities;" 

She further proposed the addition of a new subparagraph to operative paragraph 3 as follows: 

"(3) REQUESTS the Regional Director: 
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(3) to establish a high-level advisory committee, including senior 

women, to advise him on the participation of women at all levels of the 

Organization in the Western Pacific Region, and to prepare a draft women

in-health development policy for the Western Pacific Region to be 

considered by the Regional Commit'ee at its forty-eighth session in 1997;" 

Dr CHAN (Hong Kong), Rapporteur, with respect to the first proposed amendment, recalled 

that the discussion of the previous day had touched upon those aspects in broad terms, and she felt 

that it was appropriate for representatives to consider its inclusion as the fifth preambular paragraph. 

Regarding the second proposed amendment, she drew attention to document 

WPRJRC47/SRJ7 which recorded the intervention of the New Zealand delegation and the Regional 

Director's response to the effect that he would look into the matter further. On that basis the 

Rapporteurs had drafted paragraph 3, subparagraph (2). requesting the Regional Director to report on 

progress made to the Regional Committee. Representatives might therefore wish to consider the 

proposed amendment. and guide the Committee as to its suitability for inclusion in the draft 

resolution. 

Mr TEKEE (Kiribati) concurred with the Rapporteur that the first proposed amendment by 

the representative of New Zealand should be adopted. With regard to the second proposed 

amendment, he observed that the Regional Director had assured the Committee that efforts would be 

made to reach the 30% target for recruitment of women to professional posts, and would report on 

progress to the Regional Committee at its forty-eighth session. Considering that there were still legal 

aspects to be clarified concerning the establishment of a regional high-level advisory committee, he 

suggested that the matter should be postponed until the next session of the Regional Committee. 

Dr NUKURO (Solomon Islands) agreed that a legal interpretation was required of resolution 

WHA49.9 (Personnel matters: employment and participation of women in the work of WHO). It was 

not known whether a high-level advisory committee, such as had been referred to in the resolution, 

had been established by the Director-General. Efforts were being made to streamline the operations 

of WHO, and establishment of an advisory committee within the Region would have cost 

implications. Considering the progress made in the Region on women's issues, he felt that the 

second amendment proposed by the representative of New Zealand was premature and did not need 

to be included in the draft resolution. 
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Dr CHEN (Singapore), while supporting the principle of equal rights and opportunities for 

women and men, noted that the Regional Director had stated that he would seek clarification on 

resolution WHA49.9 regarding the mandate to establish at regional level a high-level advisory 

committee on the participation of women in the Organization. She considered that the proposed 

additional subparagraph on that topic should not be included. It was doubtful whether an advisory 

committee would be cost-effective for that purpose at regional level. 

Mr METMETSAN (Vanuatu) observed that it would not be possible to establish a high-level 

advisory committee in the Region if it were not authorized by resolution WHA49.9. Moreover, the 

Regional Director would not have the time to implement that measure and to report to the Regional 

Committee in 1997. 

Dr ENOSA (Samoa) endorsed the views of the previous speakers. Considering that the 

Regional Director had assured the Committee of his intentions to build participation of women in the 

Organization, he felt that it was premature to include the second proposed amendment. The 

Committee should wait to hear the report of the Regional Director at the next session of the Regional 

Committee. 

Dr BELLAMY (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland), referring to the 

previous day's discussions, noted that the wording of resolution WHA49.9 was ambiguous. It had 

been interpreted by the delegation of New Zealand as meaning that the Director-General and all the 

regional directors should establish high-level advisory committees. He sought reassurance that that 

ambiguity could be clarified to the satisfaction of the Committee and of the delegation of New 

Zealand within three months, rather than waiting a year until the next session of the Regional 

Committee. Were there to be no clarification or clear understanding that a high-level advisory 

committee had been established at global level and was actively considering the participation of 

women in the Organization not only at global but also at regional level, then he would fully support 

the second proposed amendment. Would the Representative of New Zealand be prepared to 

withdraw her amendment on the understanding that within three months the situation could be 

clarified? 

Dr LOPEZ (Philippines) drew attention to the cost implications of establishing a high-level 

advisory committee, in view of current financial constraints. He suggested that the second 

amendment proposed by the representative of New Zealand should be studied further. 
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Dr WILLIAMS (Cook Islands) endorsed the first amendment proposed by the representative 

of New Zealand. With regard to the second. he noted that resolution WHA49.9 was not referred to in 

document WPRlRC47116, Correlation of the work of the World Health Assembly, the Executive 

Board and the Regional Committee; there was therefore no clarification of its wording. He accepted 

the explanation of the Regional Director that a single high-level advisory committee would be 

established at global level. He endorsed the views of previous speakers that it would be premature to 

include the second proposed amendment at present. although the Committee wished to reach as 

quickly as possible the 30% target for recruitment of women to professional posts. He suggested that 

the delegation of New Zealand might wish to reword the amendment in question to the effect that the 

Regional Director should be requested to seek clarification from the Director-General on the 

establishment of the high-level advisory committee. In the meantime it was important to maintain 

the momentum for change. 

Dr TAPA (Tonga) supported the first amendment proposed by the representative of New 

Zealand. On the basis of the previous day's discussions. he did not support the second proposed 

amendment. The Regional Director had assured the Regional Committee that he would seek 

clarification on the interpretation of resolution WHA49.9. He proposed a new subparagraph to 

operative paragraph 3, as follows: "to seek clarification on the meaning of operative paragraph 4(3) 

in resolution WHA49.9 and to report to the Regional Committee in 1997." On the basis of that report 

the Regional Committee could discuss a proposal for the formation of a high-level advisory 

committee. 

Dr HOWELL (France) pointed out that in French Polynesia. 60% of public health posts were 

occupied by women; he wondered whether a committee was needed to redress the balance. He 

expressed support for the first amendment proposed by New Zealand, but found the second 

amendment premature. He therefore suggested that the second amendment be withdrawn. 

Professor LI (China) sympathized with and understood the amendment proposed by New 

Zealand on improvement of the status of women in WHO, but considered that the resolution should 

be based on the results of the document. With regard to the second amendment, the matter had 

emerged very clearly in the previous day's discussions. and there was no need to set it down clearly 

in the draft resolution. The representative was convinced that the Regional Director would discuss 

the matter as soon as possible at headquarters, then provide an update on developments. He therefore 

proposed withdrawal of the second amendment. 
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Dr BLEWETI (Australia) agreed with the remarks of the representative of Cook Islands; 

nothing should be done to reduce the momentum on the issue. Ambiguity of the direction to be 

followed was a problem for the second amendment proposed by New Zealand. Resolution 

WHA49.9, operative paragraph 4 was addressed to the Director-General and the Regional Directors; 

if that clause was interpreted to refer to a particular committee in the Western Pacific Region, then 

that committee should be established by the Regional Director. The Regional Director had indicated 

his willingness to do so if there were a mandate. No action could be taken until that mandate was 

clarified. Since the Health Assembly resolution had addressed the Regional Director directly, he had 

full power to act in the matter. 

Mrs JACOBSEN (Niue) commended the representative of New Zealand on her courageous 

efforts, however, she agreed in principle with most of the speakers' remarks. In her own country, 

posts were not properly advertised, even if WHO had done its part by notifying vacancies. She 

suggested that countries should make every effort to publicize opportunities for women's 

involvement. The statistics shown in the Regional Director's report were not encouraging. Member 

States should encourage women who were capable and suitable, making them aware of opportunities. 

The establishment of a high-level committee could well be premature at the present juncture, since 

the terms of reference for such a committee were not yet available. The representative therefore was 

not able to support the second amendment. 

Dr OTIO (Republic of Palau) expressed support for the principle of the proposed second 

amendment, which addressed an urgent problem. He believed, however, that for technical reasons it 

might not be appropriate to proceed with the amendment. 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR said that he considered both amendments proposed by the 

representative of New Zealand to be acceptable in spirit, and had noted them for possible future 

implementation. On the assumption that members trusted him, there was no need for the second 

amendment. He emphasized that, when he had obtained clarification on the meaning of WHA49.9 as 

requested, he would take action and report on that action to the forty-eighth session of the Regional 

Committee. The amendment proposed by the representative of New Zealand did not reflect the terms 

of resolution WHA49.9 exactly, since she had said "at all levels of the Organization in the Western 

Pacific Region, and to prepare a draft women-in-health development policy", which was a much 

larger issue than recruitment of women in the Organization up to the 30% target; such an amendment 

would widen the scope of what the proposed high-level committee was to do. 
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The REGIONAL DIRECTOR considered that issues such as whether he set up an advisory 

committee, or a unit in his office were matters of internal management. The Regional Committee 

had no right to make requests or demands in such matters (since one sense of "request" was 

"demand", whereas "urges" implied "encourager.lent"). The Health Assembly resolution "urged" the 

Director-General and the Regional Directors, whereas the proposal from New Zealand "requested" 

that the Regional Director establish an advisory committee, thus infringing his own responsibility. 

He therefore suggested that the word "requests" be changed. The REGIONAL DIRECTOR asked 

that, if in future sessions representatives had substantive revisions to propose, they should inform the 

secretariat so that preparations could be made for discussion on those points. He asked the 

Committee to trust him to discuss the matter with the Director-General in November, and to comply 

with his advice on how to increase the representation of women. He undertook to make a report to 

the Committee in 1997 on implementation of the Committee's wishes. 

Dr DURHAM (New Zealand) noted that she had raised all the Issues the previous day, 

speaking first. She had felt that there was tacit agreement from the representatives to her 

suggestions. Considering the previous day's record, it appeared that the Regional Director had 

expressed his willingness to set up a committee if that were the mandate; the amendments had been 

proposed in order to establish such a mandate. The representative of New Zealand appreciated the 

comments of other representatives, especially those of Australia and Cook Islands concerning the 

maintaining of momentum, and noted the representative of Tonga's proposal of a new operative 

paragraph 3(3), which she regarded as perfectly acceptable. She agreed with the Regional Director 

that her proposal had been more extensive than the scope of the Health Assembly resolution, but 

pointed to the prominent place of "women in development" in the foreign policy of her country with 

regard to overseas development aid. She proposed that momentum on the issue be maintained by 

means of an operative paragraph 3(4) "to explore the feasibility of preparing a women-in-health 

development policy for the Western Pacific Region and to report on this matter to the Regional 

Committee in 1997". 

Dr TAPA (Tonga) said he wished to withdraw his proposal, as he felt it infringed upon the 

managerial authority of the Regional Director. 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR assured the Committee that he would act in accordance with 

the sentiments and concerns expressed by representatives, even if they were not expressly set out in 

the draft resolutions. He suggested that, if the representative of New Zealand would agree to 



SUMMARY RECORD OF THE EIGHTH MEETING 229 

withdraw the proposed subparagraph 3 for operative paragraph 3, the question of participation of 

women could be included in the agenda for the forty-eighth session of the Regional Committee in 

1997. 

Dr DURHAM (New Zealand) said that that would be a satisfactory solution. 

The CHAIRMAN asked the Committee if it wished to adopt the draft resolution contained in 

document WPRlRC47/Conf. Paper No.1 I, with the addition of the fifth preambular paragraph 

proposed by the New Zealand delegation. 

Decision: The draft resolution, as amended. was adopted (see resolution WPRlRC47.R II). 

3.6 Al;leinl;l and health (Document WPRlRC4 7/Conf. Paper No.12) 

Decision: The draft resolution, as presented. was adopted (see resolution WPRlRC47.RI2). 

3.7 Time and place of the forty-eil;lhth and forty-ninth sessions of the Rel;lional Commjttee 

Decision: The draft resolution, as presented. was adopted (see resolution WPRlRC47.RI3). 

4. RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION 

Dr ZORIG (Mongolia) presented a draft resolution of appreciation. 

Decision: The resolution, as presented, was adopted (see resolution WPRlRC47.RI4). 

5. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION: Item 200fthe Agenda 

The CHAIRMAN announced that, in accordance with the procedure agreed by the Regional 

Committee in 1981, the draft report of the session would be sent to all representatives one week after 

the session. The covering letter would indicate the date by which comments should reach the 

Regional Office, after which the report would be considered as having been accepted. 

The Regional Director presented the Chairman with a gavel set in appreciation of his 

chairmanship of the forty-seventh session of the Regional Corum ittee. 

The CHAIRMAN thanked the Regional Director. 
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After thanking all the participants for their contributions to a fruitful and encouraging 

session, he declared the forty-seventh session of the Regional Committee closed. 

The meeting rose at 12 50 P m 


