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Mr Chairman, distinguished representatives of the Member States of the Western Pacific Region, the 

Director-General of the World Health Organization, Dr Hiroshi Nakajima, the Regional Director for 

the Western Pacific, Dr S.T. Han, honourable representatives of the intergovernmental and 

nongovernmental organizations, ladies and gentlemen: 

Mr Chairman, I wish to join the previous speakers in expressing my congratulations to you, 

Madame Vice-Chairman and the rapporteurs on your appointment to the forty-seventh session of the 

WHO Regional Committee for the Western Pacific. 

On behalf of Dr Nafis Sadik, Executive Director of UNFP A, it is my honour and pleasure to 

express our greetings to all the distinguished participants of this session. 

I wish to start my statement by making reference to a remark made by the retiring Chairman, 

Mr Joseph Williams, during his opening statement at the forty-seventh session. He indicated " ... the 

year 2000 is around the corner and our objective of Health for all has not been fully accomplished. 

Since the Declaration of Alma Ata in 1978, more than a billion people have been added to the planet. 

This one factor alone is a big obstacle to the fulfilment of health-care objectives". By focusing on 

this issue Mr Williams has very adroitly and in a tangential manner underscored the importance of 

collaboration between the important work of WHO and the mandate of UNFP A. 

The cooperation between our two organizations goes back over twenty-five years and has 

matured with the changing times to meet new and emerging needs in operationalizing the programme 

of action of the International Conference on Population and Development. 
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At the global level, WHO and UNFP A have reached several agreements, the benefits of 

which trickle down to the countries. Some ofthose agreements include the following: 

UNFPA is working closely with WHO and other partner agencies on the implementation 

of Safe Motherhood programmes which will become a core part of the Fund's overall 

approach to reproductive health. The principal objective of these activities is to reduce 

morbidity and mortality among pregnant women. 

UNFP A along with WHO supports the United Nations Joint and Co-sponsored 

Programme on HIV / AIDS at the global level in cooperation with other UN co-sponsoring 

agencies. 

UNFPA· is working with the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Refugees (UNHCR), in cooperation with WHO to establish technical guidelines for the 

provision of reproductive and sexual health information and services to women and young 

people in emergency situations. 

UNFPA is part of an inter-agency group with WHO, UNICEF and UNDP, which has 

issued joint statements, including an agreement on how to work together, on the training 

of traditional birth attendants and in the area of adolescent reproductive health. 

At the global level, UNFP A looks forward to its continued strengthening of collaboration and 

coordination with WHO and seeks their technical guidance for standard setting, research and 

development, preparation of guidelines, information dissemination and development of training 

materials and protocols for the full spectrum of health activities. In particular, UNFP A seeks 

normative and technical guidance from WHO in order to meet the training and reorientation needs 

for health workers in reproductive health. In addition, UNFP A will continue to underscore and make 

available as wide a range as possible of safe and effective modem methods of family planning which 

are technically approved by WHO. The ultimate goal is to develop a comprehensive and integrated 

system of reproductive health care that offers a full range of services, as outlined by WHO in its 

report on "Reproductive Health: WHO's role in the Global Strategy". Based on an assessment of 

needs through epidemiological studies and the use of standard protocols developed with the technical 

advice of WHO and other partner agencies, UNFP A will respond to the reproductive health needs 

and priorities of individuals. 
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At the regional level, the Western Pacific Regional Office of WHO has executed UNFPA 

funded country and inter-country projects in the modest amount of US$ 70 million over the last 

20 years. We wish to express our gratitude and appreciation to WPRO for their technical cooperation . 
provided in the past. As indicated in the latest report of the Regional Director, the main areas of 

technical cooperation with UNFP A were the strengthening of maternal and child health services, 

health education outreach and family planning. Nineteen projects in the area of maternal and child 

health were carried out in 16 countries in 1995 while 14 are being executed in thirteen countries in 

1996. During the deliberations UNFPA has noted the concern expressed by the delegation of Fiji and 

wish to assure that we shall look into the issue. 

Mr Chairman, the tasks set out in the Programme of Action of the International Conference 

on Population and Development are beyond the capacity of any single organization. In order to assist 

countries in developing effective reproductive health programmes, UNFP A will further strengthen 

collaborative and coordination arrangements with WHO to meet the unmet needs of the countries of 

the WPRO region. 

In the closing, I wish to thank the WPRO Secretariat for the excellent arrangements and the 

Government of the Republic of Korea for its gracious and warm hospitality in making our stay in 

Seoul a memorable one . 

Thank you Mr Chairman. 


