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The International Confederation of Midwives welcomes the comprehensive agenda of this 

meeting and the progress made in addressing many ofthe difficult issues within this Region. 

The confederation recognizes that: 

- recent decisions at the Forty-Ninth World Health Assembly, in particular resolutions on 

"Strengthening Nursing and Midwifery" and "Infant and Young Child Nutrition", 

demonstrate the ongoing focus necessary to achieve improvements in health especially in 

the developing countries; 

- midwifery skills are recognized as a key to the well-being of mothers and babies in 

countries and they contribute to reductions in maternal and neonatal mortality and 

morbidity; 

- outcomes of the International Conference on Population and Development (Cairo 1994); 

the World Summit for Social Development (Copenhagen, 1995) and the Fourth World 

Conference on Women (Beijing, 1995) have all reflected aspects of reproductive health 

needs. Midwives work with women and their role crosses boundaries of culture, 

socioeconomics, environment and education. 
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The Confederation therefore encourages: 

ministers of health to identify chief midwife appointments in ministries for, with the 

establishment of effective midwifery leadership in countries, the implementation of 

prepared national safe motherhood action plans can be carried forward by midwives and 

supporting health care workers so that the goals can be achieved. 

appointment of a midwife at the Western Pacific Regional Office of WHO as the 

Confederation firmly believes this to be essential to strengthen those national activities 

which relate to safe motherhood and reproductive health. 

The Confederation looks forward to cooperating with the Regional Office for the Western 

Pacific in advancing the work identified at this meeting as it relates to the reproductive health 

programme and as it aligns with the goals of the Confederation's global strategy adopted by the 

Confederation's International Council at its meeting in May 1996. 


