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MESSAGE BY MR TOSHIKI KAIFU, PRIME MINISTER 

On behalf of the Government and people of Japan, I would like to extend my hearty 
welcome to the delegates of the participating governments, observers and staff members of 
WHO Headquarters and its Western Pacific Office on the occasion of the opening of the 
Forty-second Session of the World Health Organization Regional Committee for the 
Western Pacific. 

This is the third time for Japan to serve as host to a regular annual session of the 
Regional Committee. Fourteen years ago, in 1977, the Twenty-eighth Session was last 
convened in Tokyo. It is, indeed, our great pleasure and honour that the forty-second 
session is being held at Omiya with Dr Hiroshi Nakajima, Director-General of WHO, in 
attendance. 

The world's economic and political situation has recently undergone great changes. 
Yet, regardless of these or any other changes, health remains a primary source of the peace 
and prosperity of the world as well as fundamental to the happiness of all individuals. WHO 
is an international organization keenly aware of this fact, and I would like to express my 
deepest respect and gratitude for its valuable accomplishments, which have been gained 
through their untiring efforts to realize their goal of "Health for All by the Year 2000". 

However, health problems facing people in developing countries still remain a matter 
of serious concern. We are also faced with various health and medical issues arising from 
environmental destruction, urbanization, aging populations and other issues, all of which 
should be tackled at global level. Thus, the significance of who as an essential international 
organization in the field of health has increased substantially. WHO is expected to playa 
significant, important role in promoting the health of the people of the Western Pacific 
Region, a vast area with a huge population. Japan, as a proud member of the international 
community, will strive to do its utmost to support WHO activities in the areas of finance, 
personnel and technology, and, thereby, further contribute to raising health standards 
throughout the world. 

In conclusion, I wish to express my sincere hope that everyone at the session will 
participate vigorously and that their fruitful discussions will result in better health and 
medical care services for all the people of the Western Pacific Region. 


